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In Cambridge, Massachusetts, a bus driver told mavothat she couldn’t smoke on the bus, so she
beat him repeatedly with her umbrella. A man iAdanta restaurant was told that he would have to
wait about 2 hours for a table so he punched tkteks. A gas meter reader in Houston went to check
a home’s gas meter and was shot in the stomachavg#ilet gun by the resident. There’s no doubt
that rudeness is on the rise. People have becomeeahasive, physically and verbally, than any other
time in history. Common courtesy is not so comniut God tells us that there is a better way. 1
Corinthians 13:5%Love is not rude.”The Phillips translation say4,ove has good manners.”

Rudeness is simply a lack of respect for othersays that | care nothing about you, only myself. |
doesn’t matter what anyone else thinks or whoritdhd'm going to do what | want to do. In a word,
rudeness is simply selfishness. We rdaal/e is not rude,”but much of the world is. So we need a
remedy for rudeness. And we find that remedy ieteP2:17'Show proper respect to everyoné&\e

are to respect everybody. Our kids, our spousdlraidfamily, the fool we work with, and even the
people we don’t know. We respect democrats andbtagauns, unbelievers and atheists. We are to
respect everyone. But why? A couple of reasons.

A. Because God Made Everybody.

Psalm 8:5You, God, made man inferior only to yourself. Yooowned him with glory and honor.”
That says that people are the crown of creatioenElke despicable, the unloving and the unlovable
were made by God. And since we are all createddu; @e all deserve respect. We tend to be polite
to people we consider important, and rude to thwesénhink are not important. But God says they're
all Mine. Be respectful to them all. Be respectéuthe President and to the beggar on the street, t
CEO and the guy who’s homeless. God made them all.

B. Because Jesus Died for Everyone.

1 Peter 1:18-19God paid a ransom to save you. He paid for youhwiiie precious life blood of
Jesus."The cross shows how valuable God considers udegus not only died for all of us, He died
for each of us. In fact, God loves everyone so mthahwe are all watched to see how well we treat
all those people that Jesus died for. In Mattheywali3he world is gathered to be judged. How are
decisions made? Jesus séidyas sick and you came and visited me, | wasstiliand you gave me
something to drink, | was hungry and you gave meesloing to eat, | was in prison and you visited
me.” We say,’Lord, when did we do that to YouJesus saySAnytime you've done it to the least
person, you did it to Me.That’s how important this is.

C. Because it Shows That | Know God.

1 John 4:8If a person isn’t loving and kind it shows that deesn’t know God.for “God is love.” |
can hold all the right doctrines, | can know themares forward and backward, but if | don’t have
love, it doesn’t matter. Jesus was gracious. Heeptred people’s dignity. When the Pharisees caaught
woman in the act of adultery, they simply threw &igthe feet of Jesus. That was incredibly rutie. T



doctrine was right, adultery is wrong, but so wessrtrudeness. In contrast, Jesus protected haitydig
saying,“Let him who is without sin cast the first ston&/hen they all walked away, one on one He
dealt with her sin. Jesus even gave respect tmtst disrespected people in society. The Pharisees
hated that. They complained that Jesus hung obtswviners, and he even had the audacity to eat with
them. Tax collectors, prostitutes and lepers, Hedreled them all. He treated them with dignity and
respect and the Pharisees couldn’t handle that.iNitwat is the way Jesus treated people, and J&sus
in me, shouldn’t | act the same way? For he whesdodave love, doesn’t know God.

D. Because I'll Get Back What | Give.

Galatians 6:7A man’s harvest in life will depend entirely on atthe sows."Whatever | plant | will
reap. What goes around, comes around. We knowShbat we want respect, we need to give respect.
If we want to be treated graciously, then we neddtat people with grace. If we want people tdesmi
at us, then we need to smile at them. But if weide to people, they will be rude in return. Whatev
we sow we’re going to reap.

Question, how do | sow respect? We can begin sifoplyeing courteous. And courtesy has some
fringe benefits. Emerson said, “Manners are th@hamy to do things.” Courteous people are happy
people. Rude people are not. They are always nhikger@hey’ve got a huge chip on their shoulder.
They go around angry all the time. Proverbs 11¥lou do yourself a favor when you are kindt”
never pays to be rude. It never gets the intenégualts. Never. Businesses know this. A successful
business knows that if you don’t treat custometh vaspect, you don’t get them back. Regardless the
product, if there’s a focus on customer servicedreating people with kindness, courtesy and réspec
that business will stand out from those around itot of churches need to learn that lesson. We
harvest what we plant. We reap what we sow.

So we know why we need to give respect to othershbw do we do that? There are five ways.

A. When You Speak to People Be Tactful Not Just Trnful.

The primary way we’re rude to people is with ourds Proverbs 15:33Vhat a joy it is to find just
the right word for just the right occasionThat speaks about tact. Tactfulness is thinkirigreeve
speak. Remember that how we say something is gustortant, sometimes even more important
than what we say. We can either speak to enhanatwéhare saying, or to detract from what we're
saying. We can say the same thing five differerytsngand it will be received five different ways even
though it's the same words. We've got to learn ¢otactful, how to say things the right way.
Tactfulness is a relationship lubricant. It minieszriction between people. It is said that when we
use tact, we have less to retract.” Because we fhist. Yes, Christians are called to be truthfult

for the right message to be heard, we're also @¢atide tactful.

What is tact? Tact is what you thought but didajit.dt is the ability to make a point without madgin

an enemy. Tact is telling someone to “go jump doffi” in a way that makes them look forward to
the experience. Tact is treating everybody asiy kinow what they're talking about even when they
don't. It is the art of telling somebody he’s opamded when he just has a hole in his head. Tact is
changing the subject without changing your mind.

Ephesians 4 talks abol8peaking the truth in love.That says, be tactful, not just truthful. Proverbs
15:4*Kind words bring life but cruel words crush youpigt.” We tell our kids that “Sticks and
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stones may break my bones but names will never ineit“ That's not true. Names do hurt.
Sometimes they hurt worse than sticks and stonésoken bone can heal in a matter of weeks, but
emotional wounds can take forever to heal. We nede tactful as well as truthful.

Of course some people are proud of their rudefigsst tell it like it is and let the chips fall ere
they may!” That's not candor; that's rudeness. éams that you don’t care about the people around
you. Sometimes we need to tell it like it is, b @o it with tact. So before we’re frank with angligp

we need to stop and ask, “Why am | saying this?lAtying to demean them? Will it make me feel
better to put them down? Will this build up theatenship or tear it town? What is the motive?”
When we speak, we need to be tactful, not jushnlit

B. When You Are Served by People, Be Understandingot Demanding.

Luke 6:31°Do to others as you would have them do to yothat's the Golden Rule. Treat people as

you want to be treated. So how do you treat theleeaho serve you? A great test of Christian

character is how we treat a waitress or waiter?af{ress once told Rick Warren that some of the
rudest people she sees are those who have Bibliestin her restaurant. They don't leave tips and
they're rude. How do you treat your employeeshat tast food person who doesn’t speak English
very well? Are you understanding or demanding? Huadfer said “Rudeness is the weak man’s

imitation of strength.” Rude people try to pretehdt they are strong when they are really weak. Be
understanding not demanding.

Proverbs 16:21A wise mature person is known for his understagdifhe more pleasant his words
the more persuasive he i3fould you like to be more persuasive with youtdren? How about your
husband, wife, boss, employees? Be pleasant. Weears persuasive when we’re abrasive. It is
politeness that changes people. After all, we cawdne flies with honey than vinegar. So be
understanding, not demanding. And a great plapeactice this is in the home. Often we are more
polite to strangers than we are to the people weawiith. We are most rude to the people we love the
most. Courtesy is showing love in the little thingsnerson said that courtesy is made up of little
sacrifices. (Actual Quote: “Good manners are mauefyetty sacrifices.”) That's what manners are,
little sacrifices. It's the little things that itate us. Rudeness can kill a relationship. So be
understanding, not demanding.

C. When You Disagree with People Be Gentle Not Judtental.

As a Christian there are a lot of things in the ldiolifestyles, behavior, things that happen that |
disagree with. Many times Christians don’t evereagrith Christians. What are we to do about that?
Romans 14:12-13ach of us will give an account of himself to Gtligrefore let us stop passing
judgment on each other. Instead, make up your maido put any stumbling block in another’s
way.” Be gentle, not judgmental. Two things we nee@toember when we disagree with people on
behavior, standards, whatever. 1. The time willeevhen each of us will need to give an account to
God. And 2. We are not God. In my prayer life asedrhear often is Psalm 46:1Bg still and know
that | am God.”It is the Lord saying, “I'm God and you're not.” &hmeans that the unbelieving
world is not accountable to me. They're accountdabléod, but I'm not God. Even Christians
disagree with each other on major issues. But wedtsagree without being disagreeable. We can
have various views on nonessential issues withevastating one another because love is not rude.
And we need to live as though we believe it.



James 3:16-1MWhere ever there is jealousy or selfish ambitibare will be disorder. But wisdom
from above is peaceful, gentle and friendly it's really wisdom from God it's going to be pesful,
gentle and friendly. When two Christians argue albeliefs, how do | know what'’s right? Wisdom
from above is peaceful, gentle and friendly notuargntative, destructive and devastating. That
doesn’t mean that we can’t be bold with our id&ag.we need to be tactfully bold. Bold in the sense
that we can name an evil and not personally fearctinsequences. Tactful in that we approach
individuals without condemnation. Bold in steppiagt on matters of principle. Yet tactful in
respecting the intellectual abilities of others atidwing them to make the best decisions based on
their own enlightenments. Tactfully bold. | thirkat's what God wants Christians to be when we
disagree with each other.

D. When You Share Your Faith with People, Respectiiem Don’t Reject Them.

Colossians 4:5-@8e tactful with those who are not Christians, tatkhem agreeably with the flavor
of wit and try to fit your answers to the needsaxth one.”Be tactful. The gospel of Jesus is the most
positive message in history, and yet some deliveith such negativity. They beat people over the
head with it. A lot of evangelism is subtle, andstimes a not so subtle a putdown: “I'm saved and
you're not; I'm good, you're bad.” Billy Graham’finition of sharing the good news is one beggar
telling another beggar where to get bread. Thatidm no better than anybody else but I've found
something that | want to share with them. When hae our faith, we need to respect people, not
reject them. Some of the tel-evangelists that EHasard just drive me nuts. Blasting away in anger
with condemnation and an air of self righteousn@ésat an insulting message. It's no wonder that
some people don’t understand the love of God. EBmiHlove of God” sounds like an oxymoron.
Jesus never spoke to the common people that wagicHe the arrogant religious people, but not the
common folk. He was kind, gentle, and respectfbke Pharisees rejected people, but Jesus did not.

Now that verse also says, when you share, fit goswers to the needs of the other. Start with their
needs. How does the gospel help them? Don’t usamed approach. Start with their needs. 1 Peter
3:15-16"If anyone asks you why you believe as you do hdy¢o tell them and do it in a gentle and
respectful way."When you share, let your light shine, but don'aladow torch.

E. When People Are Rude to You, Respond Politely.

Don’t respond by being rude in return. That onlgisafliel to the fire. But most of the time we want t
be rude in return. We want to outdo them in rudenBsit it doesn’t work. Rudeness never pays.
Kindness does. Romans 120 not repay evil with evil. Overcome evil withah” We need to
overcome evil with kindness and love. In love wed¢o wage war against rudeness. Have you
noticed that the more machines act like peoplentbes people act like machines. As our world
becomes more crowded, as the stress level goesapepare more rude. Studies show that the more
stress people have, the more rude they tend Wible:‘'me” generation values that says “It’s all abo
me” we are ripe for a very rude harvest. We neexlad a polite revolution, a revolution of coustes
for love is not rude. It is polite and courteousted all we are going to be judged on how we treat
people. So we need to be the most polite, courteloush possible. When people come to St. Paul, |
want them to say, “They love people there. It ddasatter what you wear or what you look like.
They're friendly there.” That's what God wants ase. Start working on it in your home this week.
Start working in your church, your community, yeuorld. Let love abound. And in your life, may it
be so. Amen.



