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| want to tell you a very sad story. Jesus hadredte village where he saw ten lepers, who stoad at
distance and cried out for the Leiglhelp. Jesus said to thedGo and show yourselves to the priests,”
for the law declared that anyone who is cleansaa feprosy must show himself to the priest to yerif
the healing. As soon as they started the journey\rere healed. Then one of them, a Samaritan, when
he saw that he was healed, turned back, praisidgygb a loud voice; and he fell on his face atfthet

of Jesus, giving thanks. Then Jesus ask¥dere not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Wasao 0
found to return and give praise to God exceptftingigner?” And he said to hirARise and go your
way; your faith has made you well.”

Now you may think that this is a sad story becanise of the ten did not return to give thanks fo t
healing they received. You may think that | walient about how poor we are at offering thanks even
after we have received such blessings in our Afethat may be true, but it is not why | have such
sadness when | read this story of healing. N@ $tad because it is about a Samaritan who hadnoe pl
to go. You see when an individual was diagnoset lgprosy they were immediately shunned from
society. No one could come within 50 yards of thestaept another leper. In order for a leper to be
accepted back into home, family, and society, @spbhad to verify that the healing had taken plBog.
this Samaritan could not get that verification.ddeld not because he was a Samaritan, a half bfeed
race and faith and no self respecting priest woaddh him even if he was healed. So here we have a
man whose life was hopeless, yet God in Christredtthat mans life, gave him a new life. But even
though he was accepted and healed by God, he jeateckby humanity; rejected by one who was to be
a servant of God. How sad it is to see the peopl&aa turn away from those whom God loves.
Accepted by God, rejected by humanity. Too oftaa the story of our world.

Isaiah felt that same sadness. When Isaiah looged his world he saw a prosperous society, one in
which most people had a good measure of freedoey ¢buld go where they wanted. Do what they
wanted with only minor exceptions. They had beeough the horrors of exile in Babylon, but now the
Lord had delivered them into Canaan once agamasta time of rejoicing and celebration. But as the
society prospered they once again became morefigathon accumulating wealth, in pampering
themselves, than they were about helping those&d.nwWhen God handed down the law there were
instructions to take care of the widows, orphang, gtrangers in the land. These were people who did
not have the support others had. It was necessasp€tiety to care for them. But as the economwygre
as profits became a higher priority than peoples¢hunfortunates were seen as an opportunity o gai
greater wealth rather than an opportunity to s&wé. And the business leaders of the day begdntto p
how this exploitation could be done quickly andaéntly without any regard for the fate of thosmp
children of God.
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Amos earlier lamented how the poor would be sotdife same price as a pair of shoes, as if humanity
had no value at all. They had no place to go. Tha/no one to support them, to help them, to care
about them. And maybe worst of all was the attittidesociety leaders developed. They would say,
AThese poor people are obviously being punishedda/fGr the evil things they have done. We are the
only true followers of God. We can tell becausehage accumulated all this wealth.” In many cases
wealth was accumulated by taking advantage of teperate situations, taking advantage of the
tragedies of world like we might see most any temeatural or man-made disaster hits. People were
cheated out of their homes, forced off their laard all the while the oppressors were sayd@ge how
pious we are. See how blessed we are. See howyclesdollow God.”

Isaiah looked upon this scene and his heart wephe knew those poor children were accepted by God
yet they were being abused and rejected by humaigtyvatched in tears as the pious would go through
their external rituals without seeking personaérgpnce or internal righteousness. He tried tothelm
understand what they were doing, simply going thhoilne motions of praise and thanksgiving without
ever working within the will of God. But they woutbt listen. Not only would they not listen, budikh

was told to just shut up. Just like they told Amaosl Micah and Jeremiah, and all the prophets.Hsaia
was told to stop preaching such foolishness. Steaqghing that there is a responsibility to cardtiose
who cannot care for themselves. Stop preachinglleae people could be accepted by God. That was
ridiculous because humanity had rejected themalsagas told to stop carrying around this ridiculous
idea that a true thanksgiving would not just beadten of saying a few good words, but an action of
sharing the good things in life with the people vwhdy need them.

The true blessings from God are not wealth andmahtgods. And the love of God does not depend on
wealth and material goods. It not a matter of fguwand animal sacrifices. The love of God does not
depend upon appearances, upon being acceptaldei@tys God loves people, all people. Jesus came
into our world to give himself for us, to rectityd broken relationship between deity and humaRdy.
God so loved the world that the only begotten Sas given that whosoever believed and accepted him
would be accepted by him. Even with all our faudtgen with all our evil thoughts and acts, God fove
us. God is willing to accept us. God has showrdvis by pouring his grace upon us in such abundance
And if God is willing to accept that person sittibgside you, if God is willing to accept the person
living beside you, if God is willing to accept theh and the poor, the young and the old, the raate
female, the friends and the enemies, who are wageot any of them? Who are we, or rather who do we
think we are that we would be able to dictate tal®@do should be accepted, and who should be
rejected?

We do not control God. Rather, we are the peopléad. We are people who have entered into a
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Whenewtered into that relationship we accepted a
responsibility to act for God, to act with Godfatiow the commands of Christ. In scripture wetatd
to do three things for the less fortunate of ourlékd=irst, we need to be ready to speak out keaah
did. It is sometimes dangerous to speak out agthieskeaders of this world. We see those dangers
everyday in far away places like the Sudan, Irampa; China, Korea. Even though Israel is a free

2



“ACCEPTED - REJECTED” Isaiah 58:3-9; Luke 17:11-19 Preached on NoveraBeR008
country, speaking the truth can bring a deadlytread¢o young and old alike. \W&e seen that year
after year. Increasingly, we see a violent fringact when they perceive that someone has spoken
against them, or against what they believe. We Baea it in Britain and France; in Russia and Jarda
in Iran and Iraqg; and weve seen it California just this week. Even in ownaountry, those who speak
of another way are told not to preach like thattagpeak about that. Even in our own land wetesn
told to not speak about God. | have already bekhrtot to speak about morality because there is
freedom of religion. Yet freedom of religion ancesph means that | have every right to speak about
what is right and wrong according to my faith. Analill continue to speak. But it has not always hhee
easy.

In school, around friends, in the workplace, ifmvention church or faith or God, others will tellrust

to preach. Perhaps not in so many words, but Wil aictions; with smirks and smiles and a rothaf
eyes. Often we are intimidated by such things bezawe do not want to be rejected by humanity. But
we are accepted by God. We are called by God. Wertjoin partnership with God and with God, we
need to speak. We need to inform those in powdreoharm they do to their own spirit and to thelwel
being of others. We need to offer hope to those lndwve no hope. We need to shine some light on those
living in a dark, depressing world. We are the peap God and as such we must speak in€3athme.
That is how we truly show thanks to God, by shatirgggrace and the prophetic witness he has given t
us.

But speaking is just the beginning. Talk is chdtis. actions that count. Theg the second point. We
need to go into the world just as Christ came oupworld. We need to hear the cries of desperation
that come from so many. We need to heal and conuisiras Jesus did for those lepers; just as ot Lo
has done for us. | know it is easier to look awayrf the pain than to look upon it. It is easy towese
ourselves by saying that we cannot solve all tieblpms, but that does not mean we simply sit back?
No!

| looked at our budget for out reach in 2009 and gignificant - $34,700, and that doesimclude
some of the local missions that we care for. Somgdtmvonder why we continue to put out funds like
that. AWhat if there is not enough left for us? What éndare people who dehdeserve our help who
just taking advantage of us? What if there are [ga@po do not belong here? Who are not like us? Who
do not think and believe like we do? Why do we keejng this?” We do it because there are a whole lo
of people out there who do not know that they amepted by God. Some deinknow because over
time they have been told that they have been egjdmt a church, that they have been rejected bgtChr
that they are not welcome if they do not act priypérthey do not dress and think properly. | know
children who have been told by a pastor that itesalesus mad, makes him angry if they are notatftess
just right. These are people who have been accegté€dd. The Lord is looking to touch them, to heal
them. And if we are to be Ged representatives in the world, we need not onjctept them when
they come, but to invite them into our presence,then to keep inviting them until they show up.
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We are the people of God. We are the body of CRAfet can make a difference just by hearing and
caring; by listening and loving. We can make aatghce just by doing what we can do. We can heal th
loneliness that many feel by calling and visitivige can heal the emptiness of hunger by offeringbut
our abundance. We can heal the chill that comes &cold, uncaring world by offering warm garments
and an even warmer love. We can help heal our ddfuseds and neighbors by offering a safe haven
where people are wanted, and loved, and acceptedigh the world rejects them, we can accept them.
We can make the world a better place by lovingrsths God has loved us, by reaching out and doing
what we can do. | do not call for political invesmm, but personal involvement. Doing what we are
capable of doing out of love for God. That is how give thanks to God.

There is one more thing we need to do. We neetféoGhrist. Not long ago | was told about two drug
treatment centers. Though both had very similagams the one had a much better success rate. The
difference was that one program offered Chrigt @hrist who makes the difference in our livess It
Christ who makes a difference in the world.

Many people believe they have no place to go,tbaine will listen to them, that no one will hehgm.
Some are trapped in poverty, in the ghettos antdsaSome are trapped in situations of abuse.r®the
in prisons of addiction. Some are trapped in paitsystems. Though the prisons are often diffegent
common characteristic is that hope is torn awag, titke pain and hostility of desperation continuall
grows. While searching for an escape from onerrapy people try another way, any other way, and
that often leads them to even more desperate cgtauinoes. There is no where to go to find acceptance
to find healing; to find hope; to find love. Thaseno way that they are ready to thank God forghes
hostile circumstances in their lives. To these peo@ must offer Christ. To these people we mus ta
the gospel, a message of hope. We must talk to #mehtet them know the difference Christ makes in
our lives. We must show these people the loveGhaist shows us, and to do that we must reachmout i
faith. We must walk in faith. We must give of ouw®ss, our goods, our time, given in faith so thake
have been rejected by this world will know thatytlaee accepted by God.

Itis not hard to see the sad stories, the stofipsople who have been rejected, the storiesosktivho
have no place to go. Itis not hard to find peayt® can find little reason to give thanks in tresson.
But that Samaritan did find someone who accepted And the one who reached out to that Samaritan
is the same one who has reached out to us, tebe@ald accept us, the one who has made a difference
our lives. Now it is our turn to return to the siofeJesus that we might give thanks. And if welyeal
want to do that, we cat do it here. And chances are we ghdo it in our homes on Thursday.

If we really want to give thanks to God, we doyitdifering to the world the same sweet goodneds tha
Christ has given us: a message of hope and gracdtiaude of joy and peace; an acceptance of each
child of God by offering the bread of heaven tadféiee soul and the goods of the earth to nurtude an
strengthen the body. Then when we return to JésuB not just be one of us, but the multitudeatif

who have experienced the healing that comes whewavieeen touched by our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Today may you go forth in the real spirit of thagikéng. May you go forth to praise God by sharing t
grace and the goodness, the healing and the wissl¢hat we have, only because God accepted us,
because God loves us. Now let us share all we tenetved so that everyone might know that even
though the world may have rejected them, they@red and accepted by us, and they are loved and
accepted by God. In your life may it be so. Angaur world may you make it so. Amen.



