“A PLEASING FAITH”
based on Hebrews 10:19-25; 35-39
preached on Ash Wednesday, February 25, 2009

I would like to look at two opposing pictures tolmigOne is the story of the transfiguration. | tthsit you
remember the story, when Jesus and a few diseiaton a retreat. Jesus regularly went to quastqd

to get away from the crowds. There was so muckspren him. The demand for his attention, theréesi
for his touch was enormous. Anyone who has beeasived in healing, even most everyone who has been
healed knows how much energy that takes. Whe ingrAchilles tendon a few years back | immediately
and painfully became aware that an injury can ogtarsecond, but the healing can take monthsem ev
years.

So Jesus needed to get away to refuel. He needeel thme for rest, relaxation, prayer, and spiritual
renewal. While away, he had an amazing experigdieappearance changed. His clothes became a
dazzling white. Elijah and Moses appeared with Hmd then for all the world to hear, even thougéréh
were only a couple of people listening, the Loralsarhis is my beloved Son with whom | am well
pleased."That is the scene | would like you to see in ymimd. Jesus standing between the law and the
prophets in human form with the Lord making theirivopinion known to all who could see or hear. It
was the same message we heard when Jesus wagthaptize Jordan. As he came out of the water the
heavens were torn open and the Spirit of God deletklike a dove. And the voice of God declal@thjs

is my beloved Son with whom | am well pleased.”

How did the Lord convey that message? | don't kialen't know if it was audible or telepathic. Indio
know if it was Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, Chinese nglish. Usually | hear God in English and it’s atpy
good thing too because | would have to spend tathrtime translating. But | do know that the accaafnt
the transfiguration was first written in Aramaiowas translated into English centuries later. &ng we

are able to hear, "This is my beloved Son with wham well pleased.” But if we go back to that fooin
Greek and translate it literally it says, "Thisng beloved Son who gives me pleasure.” Jesus niasds
the Father happy. He lived in such faithfulnes$ wigen the Lord looks to my Lord Jesus, he is sagr

he could bust, so giddy he could giggle. He givespieasure. What a picture that is on the Mount of
Transfiguration.

With that picture still in your mind | want to tuta the passage read tonight out of Hebrews. Ther@re
reminded of a time of judgment that is yet to cohm&an envision huge crowds being brought befoee th
throne of God. One by one they must stand beforegBdhe state of the heart, soul, and spirit ofi @me

can be evaluated. Sometimes when God looks ghénsbn, He sees Jesus standing before him. They hav
been living in Christ, and now the relationship basn so close that this one is never seen thritegh
eyes of God without Jesus being seen in him anghdrbim. But at other times, if someone must stand
there on their own to be judged, standing withbatdivine son, Jesus, then we hear, "I find noplezain

you. You don't make me happy at all. | feel noyden I look at you. You do not give me pleasure.”

| remember when the President was impeached biyldlnge of Representatives. It was an action that |

believed to be necessary and | made no secret #iaiuAfter the vote was tabulated | was askeldat
finally made me happy. No, it did not. But thendsanot basing my opinion on my bias for or agaimet
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President. | believe that fundamental principlesuth, honor, and basic respect had been violateav
no reason to rejoice over this sad event thatahatcy had to deal with. | could not rejoice ovee tdea
that personalities were given a higher priorigrtiprinciples. | found no pleasure in that.

Often within the Annual Conference | have been i task of interviewing people to see if they/far

to serve a United Methodist Church. We push thasdidates for ministry because we know that they ar
going to be pushed a lot harder when they serteiech. Most who come before us are approved without
guestion. Each year, though, a few are not. Som&kejesome we don't. But we are not judging whethe
he or she can fitin at a social gathering. We guithgir talents, abilities, and call to ministrylie midst of
God's people. And | guarantee you that whenevdumesomeone away, we take no pleasure in itlikest
God takes no pleasure in turning someone away.

There was once a pastor who | believed to be atatagted, competent pastor. He did remarkably wvell
his first parish. He was moved and things wereguiall for a while, but then something happenediOv
time disagreements grew to open warfare. Thingsugbt. The church split into hostile factions.
Attendance and offering dropped out of sight. Aathe pastor was moved to give him a new start1But
months later the same scene was being played et again. | was sent to evaluate one part of the
ministry and it was quite difficult because | kn#ws pastor well. | worked with him and liked hiBut it
appeared as though this pastor had developed amstadding that the people of the congregation were
supposed to try to please him rather than pleaskdid. Now when | look at him, though | love himda
want the best for him, I find no pleasure in him.

Other times when | have evaluated congregatiorsé fiound attitudes and mind sets that the pastor i
there to please them rather than working to gied_tird pleasure. They clamor to be served ratlzer tib
serve, as though the pastor is there to give tHeaspre. And yet in his preaching Jesus told us syl
again that we are to deny ourselves for the salettas service of God. We are to come together in
obedience in the body of Christ, so that when &l llooks at us, He will be pleased; so we mighégi
God pleasure.

We are told that God's will is that not one willlbst. Yet day by day people are walking away fieaus

in defiance. Just in the past ten years or sq)@direce at worship nationwide has dropped 25-30%plBe
live to please only themselves. And some succetithinBut when God looks upon them, even though he
loves them as much as his own Son, he finds neptean them.

What is your relationship with God? Think abouttttedationship for a few moments. Under the law, th
Jewish law, the focus was to not offend God. Paartwuts trying to live a perfect life so God wounlut

get mad at him. He was so zealous in pursuingat@iers of Jesus because they were out thereeon th
cutting edge. They were doing so many things, arRaul's mind, that could not be good. The morg the
did, the greater chance they took that they woaldamething to irritate God. But the concept ofplag
God was never considered. The disciples developathd set that even if they tried to help, tried to
evangelize, tried to heal and failed, it did notttera God has never graded on a curve. He has alway
graded on a cross. God grades on faithfulnessiuman results. And we are called to live a pleafsiitiy,

to be active and involved in offering the gracdedus in word and deed, so that when God looks,dtheu
might have pleasure.
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Dr. Leonard Sweet has said, and this whole ideaesdnom the writings and teachings of Dr. Sweet, Dr
Sweet has said that he found that the conceptsadipg and faith were always close to one anattes

life. It is just that together, they turned outtdd different. Usually our relationship with GiglAPlease
comma God, give me this. Please comma God keepamethat. Please comma God, become active in
such a way that | am pleased.” We are called to. @éelare to seek help from the heavens. But in our
relationship with God are we more interested in @ladsing us than we are in us pleasing God. After
living so long focused on the askim§Please comma God” isn't it time that we as thedodil of God
begin to remove the comma, that we might live ®aBé God.

Tonight | want you to think about your relationskith God and just where the focus of that relatlop

is right now. That is what Ash Wednesday is allwibd is looking at ourselves honestly in the tigi
God's love for us, his call to us, and his desihes direction about the way we live our life. Tisghe
time when we begin to follow Jesus to the crosgemlue begin to realize our part in forcing Him taka

that journey, to die that death. It was all necssfea our relationship with God to be healed, thatmight

be rectified, that we might come to God again; thatmight live with God, that we might live in Céiri
again. Knowing all that, being connected to Godeomgain, through the grace of Christ, what do we do
with this opportunity to live in a close, lovingitimate relationship with God?

Sometimes we know people who are easily offendedurdd them we find ourselves walking on eggs
shells all the time, always fearful that we will siemething to offend them. We are afraid that wiede

or say something that will set them off, and sadaes little as possible around them. But with cthree
have no such fear. We live life boldly, lookingvi@rd to the joy we might have together. We don’trnywo
about offending them because we know that ever iEnuss a line, we will repent, and they will fogi
because they care for us. They love us. And soghagct the relationship in which we live. Thepiact
the relationship more than their own feelings. Thage about us more than the stupid little things w
sometimes do.

In your relationship with God, how do you live? au concentrate on not offending God? Do you walk
on eggshells? Are you careful with ever word, eatyon? That's sort of like a sports team playiogto
lose. They don't play to win and so they rarely Gloey play not to lose and end up doing just timathe
same way, when we live trying not to offend God, seene to the place where God no longer finds
pleasure in us. We offend God because we withdréiwmourselves, failing to reach out in love, ¢ach
out with grace, as Christ does with us. We fastep out and live boldly as God has desired fdram

the beginning. Or maybe we are still stuck in ARdease comma God” syndrome where we want and
expect God to please us. But if we are to be tidesus Christ, our task is to live a pleasing f&ur task

is to be bold and live life to the fullest that ggamight abound; that peace and joy might be agfars
forever. So today, in your life, on this Ash Wedteg it is time to remove the comma. It is timdive
and work and serve to please God, so when God lgopds us it will give Him pleasure.

As a pastor | have never put ashes on foreheadslettionary text for today says that we are t@do
acts of piety in secret. A cross smeared on thd F@aall the world to see sort of seems to defieat
purpose. But | do want you to take this day sefijpousvant you to turn your life back toward God, t
closely walk with Jesus as he moves toward Jemnsale help you remember that God hopes to find
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pleasure in us, to remind you that we are to livehat when God looks at us he is so giddy he could
giggle, | have created these simple cards. Whercgme forward for communion, take one with you and
put it where you will see it regularly. Strive ®mnove the comma. Strive to live a pleasing fathaetive
faith, a vital faith, so the Lord may say about y&ithis is my child who gives me pleasure.’lour life
may it be so. Amen.



