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It was time to celebrate the Passover. Passother @ddest festival celebrated in Israel.
It must be, because the festival of Passover waslis Independence Day. It didn'’t
come easily. The children of Jacob had lived ingdgr 400 years. They had become
the slaves of the most powerful nation on the faicthe earth. After 400 years the
world might have forgotten them, but the Lord, 8@ of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
had not. For centuries the Lord had planned todileeHis chosen people. Abraham
had been told that his descendants would be intEgyp00 years, but that they would
come out with great possessions. Moses was callbdrig the people out of Egypt,
but the Lord knew that it wouldn’t be easy. Thed.said,'But | know that the king of
Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand celmpim. So | will stretch out my
hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wondéeg | will perform among them.
After that, he will let you go.(Exodus 3:19-20) Now came the time for that praghe
to be fulfilled.

On that fateful night, the Angel of Death was sbrdaughout the land with instructions
to kill every first born male. The Israelites wéoéd that they would be exempt from
this plague of death if they gathered in their hensacrificed a perfect lamb, and
spread the blood over the top and sides of thefidomoes. When the angel sees the
blood of the lamb, he will pass over that home.\Bitihout the blood of the lamb, that
home will know death. This final plague would be fmal straw, and Pharaoh would
let God’s people go. So whenever the childrenmidiscelebrated the Passover, there
two very different aspects - first death and thierhtion.

When Jesus and his disciples came together foPdmssover, they came from very
different directions. The disciples were all redolythe celebration. They knew that
they were living in historic times. They were cheggthe religious landscape, and
maybe even the political landscape. They were dhgnipe world. Well, actually
Jesus was changing the world, but they were rigbtet beside him. They were
personally, intentionally chosen by Jesus. Asndm®seemed to be able to stop them.
The religious leaders tried to shut him up and simtdown, but they couldn’t. The
disciples believed that they were undefeated andi@featable.



The disciples were in a mood to celebrate, butslésaked at this Passover very
differently. He knew that this would be the lasstfeal he could experience as a
human. He saw his own death coming in the nexo24d A death that would change
the world. And so for him, this was a most solerocasion, not a time for celebration.
And he had the task of preparing the disciplestoslady for all that was to come; an
experience that was far beyond any of their expiecis At supper he tried to tell
them. He said;In a little while you will see me no more, andritadter a little while
you will see me.'(John 16:16) He was telling them that he wouldamger be with
them as he had been for the last 3 years. Butcihtg not hear. Nor did they want to
hear that Jesus was about to die a most gruesaatie de

Jesus was not looking forward to the next 24 hduushe knew what was to come
because he knew the prophecy. It had been theed! the world to see, but we often
turn away from that sort of unpleasantness. Buislesuld not. It was all about him.
Isaiah wrote about him when he sdifurely he took up our infirmities and carried
our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by Godtten by him, and afflicted. But
he was pierced for our transgressions, he was @dsfor our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon himpgrds wounds we are healed.”
(Isaiah 53:4-5)

The disciples did not know the scriptures like 3edid, but they did know their
personal experience. And their experience told thteah they were on a roll. They
remembered the time in Nazareth when a mob waatdudw Jesus over the cliff, but
Jesus just walked through them all, without evestratch. (Luke 4:24-30) They
remembered when they came into Jerusalem in th& whidheering crowds, how the
temple leaders were so angry, but they could doimgt They saw those same leaders
design trap after trap, but Jesus handled it adlasly.

Jesus might talk about pain and suffering now &ed.tNot long ago he asked who
they thought he really was, and Peter declaredJsus is the Christ. Then Jesus
taught them this same doom and gloom. In Markwrigten that‘He then began to
teach them that the Son of Man must suffer mangshand be rejected by the elders,
chief priests and teachers of the law, and thamlst be killed and after three days
rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and P&ek him aside and began to rebuke
him.” (Mark 8:31-32) The disciples would not believeéhién, and they would not
believe it now. How could Jesus get through to thétow could Jesus make them
understand?



On the cross Jesus began to recite tH&Rgalm. Certainly it came to mind on this
night. Particularly the T4verse where it sayd,am poured out like water, and all my
bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wiakias melted away within me.”
Remembering that prophecy and looking at the Pas$alle before him, Jesus knew
what he needed to do. He told them that we cormeselves to the experience of the
past when we sit at the Passover table. When wibeatread of the Passover, when
we drink the wine, it fills us and becomes a pé&rti And in the process, we become
one with those who were there that very first nighteir experience becomes our
experience because we are one through the breati@amdne.

Tonight we experience a new Passover. We enteaingw covenant. Like the bread,
my body is going to be torn apart for you and beeaaf you. Take the bread and eat
that | might be a part of you. Like the wine, mpdudi is going to be spilled. Drink it
and remember this night. Remember me. For mydiébbut to be poured out for you
and for many. Invite me into your heart. Invite m& your life. Let me fill your life.
Let me be a part of yotRemain in me, and | will remain in you. No branzdm bear
fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neitloan you bear fruit unless you remain
in me. | am the vine; you are the branches. If a neanains in me and I in him, he will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothingldohn 15:4-5) Jesus said to his
disciples, let us be one.

When the supper was over, the disciples had naegreaderstanding than when they
first came. Even though they were there, partaiffirst Lord’s Supper, they could not
comprehend what it was all about; they could natemstand what Jesus was talking
about. Their mind set was that this was all fun gawhes, and everything would be as
it always had been. Somehow they forgot that tbandbe no celebration, there can be
no liberation without the death and sacrifice of ttamb. And so they could not
conceive of the events, of the changes that wakld place over the next 24 hours.
They were not ready to invite the torn, spilledyrea out life of Jesus into their life.
Are you ready?

On the cross, Jesus said to a tHiefl, tell you the truth, today you will be with nie
paradise.” (Luke 23:43) That offer, that invitation is givém you today. Are you
ready to be one with Christ? Will you open yoursedit Jesus might pour His life into
you? Not only for Him to come into some part of ybut to come into all of you. That
He might be with you not just on Sunday morning &wéry minute of every day
throughout the week. Not only allow Him to comepigbur life, but into your heart
and your mind; to come into your arms and legsy yaus and eyes and mouth, that
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Christ might have complete control. Will you allé\im to change you from who you
have been to who He wants you to be; affectingvdneyou live and act; the way you
walk and talk; transforming the way you reach oudthers; transforming the way you
treat your children, your grandchildren and yownsge; your boss, your teachers, and
your co-workers, your neighbor and even how yoattyeurself? Are you ready to sit
at the table with the Lord Jesus, and allow Hirmetke a difference in you, that we
might become more like Him? Are you ready to alll®gus to pour His life into you?
Are you ready to let Jesus come and rescue even Aoelyou ready to cover the
doorposts of your life with the blood of the petfanb who was sacrificed that we
might live? Are you ready to surround your lifewvihe presence of our Lord? Let us
come before the Lord in prayer.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O Lord, all you have taught us we have forgottergoored. You have called us to
sacrifice and service, but we have chosen to g@wuardirection. And now we find
that we can accomplish nothing of significance &fpam You. You are the Vine that
nourishes and strengthens us. You are the onlytgioffer us life and grace. We need
to connect with You again. Forgive our narrow usamd our short sightedness. Help
us to lift up our eyes and our hearts that we msgletand understand why You have
poured out Your life for us. May we be committegbtmr out our life for You and into
You, that we might be connected to You; that wehthitave true life. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God has called us to righteousness and deliverfsous our shame. We see the
amazing love of Christ at the table and on thexid& can find in Jesus our hope and
our healing, liberating us from sin and death. @Gohfto live in the life He brings.



