‘WHY DO THEY DO THAT?”
Based on Philippians 2:5-11
preached on Palm Sunday - April 5, 2009

Today | start with a confession. | am old and oftahof touch. That’s difficult for me to say butdve to
say it because it is the truth. A funny thing hapgpas our bodies get older. Our minds think thateve
still 22. But eventually we begin to look at thaséheir late teens and early twenties and reéhaeit is
extremely hard to identify with them. We don’t kndww they're thinking, or what they're thinking.
Recently we have had news near and far about ssetig one another, and | wonder "What are they
thinking?” | have seen kids wearing pants with k&@®und their thighs and | wonder, "What couleyth

be thinking?” | have seen young people textingamather even though they are sitting two feet aait

| wonder, "What are they thinking?” But that ondatls me to think that | am old and out of touch.

Growing up, seeing someone with a tattoo was fasicig. Parents would warn not to do that becauge yo
would be marked for life. Yet today, tattooingigh an ordinary thing. People of all ages, fromvalks

of life are sporting tattoos, some that can be s@ehothers that cannot. Often | wonder how someone
who would back away from getting a tetanus shotld/@ay someone to inject them with ink a few
hundred times. | don’t know why they would do thatf they do. And then others get branded. What's
that all about? | mean, we tie up cattle and hloégrt down so we can brand them. We have to do that
because no self respecting cow is going to volurtitelee branded, but we do it all the time. We gvayn
someone to heat up a piece of metal and then halghinst our body. In Junior High shop class | was
trying to solder some stupid project, and know #intp was never a strong field for me, when thadkch
block fell over and the melted solder poured ovefingers. When that happened, | said many things a
probably a fair amount that was said should natepeated in church, but | am sure that | did ngt sa
ACool. Maybe | out to pay someone to do that to geera” Why do people do things like that?

That takes me to piercings. When | was young, abouitlion years ago it was a big deal for girlhiave

their ears pierced, and for guys it was unthinkabdelay ears are pierced 2, 3, 4 times, maybe raock,
then we looked for other things to pierce. We maroses and eyebrows, belly buttons and cheeks, and
even tongues and other parts that are not so @isifshat would possess a person to do such a thing?
Understand, it is their body and their choice, Idobk at some people with studs sticking out &k
their face and | begin to hurt. | don’t understawthy would they do that? And so | did some research
In her blog, a woman named Layla wrdtehink tongue piercings are very sexy, and itgays been my
favorite piercing on someone else. So, | thoughtotild suit me well. On top of this, the thought of
having my tongue pierced has always been the stasfeall piercings to me. Therefore, what better
[thing] to have done? | also needed to get pieragdin, since my last piercing was quite painfuld &n

felt | needed to prove to myself that piercing \masexperience | enjoyed. Well ... this piercing was
perfect for that.”She then went on to write about her piercing erpees.

Sointhat | learned that for some, body-piercsggxy, scary, enjoyable, pretty, a “rush.” Theagigmce

is one of “good, strong, yet pleasurable paini$ Ibeing practiced by people who are longing fox ne
sensations, even painful ones. And yet Layla wentoosay,’l am a gentle soul, and | deserve to be
treated as such. | am a kind-hearted person wies tio show respect for others and, in turn, | deséo

be treated with respect and kindness. | am opemi@dimand intelligent, and prefer to be surrounded by
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others who also are. | am an adventurous soulbelieve that the purpose of life is to share yiowe
with others and to watch it amazingly come backiartbto you, and to have a lot of FUN: Life is your
playground .... | believe there is a power greditem myself, and that the goodness in others peisito
be nurtured in order to show itself.”

Having discussed this subject for some time, yoghtnivonder, "What'’s the point? What does this have
to do with church, or with Christ?” Good questiBut it leads me to another good question. If you sa
Layla on the street or in your neighborhood, if waw her with a pin through her cheek and ringday h
nose, if you noticed this young woman with a pietenetal imbedded in her tongue, would you think
about inviting her to church? Is there a place fyla in the church today?

In “Christianity Today,” Dwight Ozard wrotéT he greatest mission field we face is not in starewvay
land. The strange and foreign culture most Amereangelicals fear is not across the ocean. Itrelya
across the street. The culture most lost to the@elas our own children, and our own neighbors. e

in a culture that can't say two sentences withetgnencing a TV show or an Internet site; a cultimat
can't remember what it was like to have to getoughtange channelslt's a culture more likely to know
what Simon said oAAmerican Idol” than to know why Sarah, the wifeAddraham laughed; a culture
more likely to have a body pierced and decoratet wik than it is to know why our life needs to be
covered by the blood of Christ. And sadly, it muture that we have stopped evangelizing, andplpe
from whom we have turned away.

Many of our members, maybe even many Christianssts/ely pause and even step back when we see
someone with multiple piercings. But isn’t it ircnthat we come here to worship one who has been
pierced in the extreme. Shouldn’t we then make eweextra effort to invite those who are marked and

pierced as well.

It's funny how the times change. Long ago, bodygiey was Christ's fate and now it's a contemporary
fad. Holes in hands and feet then, holes in tongndsyebrows now. Now | don’t want to draw too gnan
parallels between the then and now because Jedasbewasn't making a fashion statement when he
“humbled himself and became obedient to the pdimteath - even death on a cros®&ut Jesus did
empty himself not only for us, but for the sakaththumanity, even those who adorn their bodies wit
multiple metallic objects.

The question is, how can we best make a conndogitmeen the Pierced One on the cross and the gierce
ones in the streets? People with studs in thegues are welcome in church because Christ diedies m
for them as for you or me. But how do we reach thdims only by following Jesus on the path of
emptying ourselves, and taking the form of a slalrdess we serve the people around us who are quite
literally, theAwalking wounded,” those people will never see tbegr of our Servant Lord.

The piercing that is being done across Americajtagiar removed from the piercing Jesus experignce
Today, piercing is done because it is sexy andyseajoyable and exotic, painful and yet prettys It

being practiced by people who are looking for eigreres on the very edge of everyday life, sensation
that are both stimulating and scandalous. Thosandrdoday who have been voluntarily pierced
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apparently want to experience life to the fullest,do they really know how to do that, how to eigrece
the fullness of life? Often they pierce themseledgel something intense, and they know no otlagrta
go about it. But we know, don't we? Oddly enoubh,dure for this need to participate in body-preyds
a relationship with the One who was pierced. Lif& is enjoyable and exotic, painful and prettynes
from following the Savior, who emptied himself s® ¢ould become a slave.

Of course they did not puncture the ear of JesasLi¥e a common criminal they pierced His hands an
feet and side. By submitting Himself to the willtbe Father, Heemptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, humbled himself and became obedient todimt pf death - even death on a crosk.allowed
Jesus to become one with each of us and all @ingsHe gave us the model of how we are to relatesto
style-searching, stimulation-seeking, body-piengexsons around us today. This humble approach is no
some passing fancy. It is close to the very hdaiaal. The extreme humiliation of Christ occurs whe
He empties himself of divinity, and takes on therfof a slave. Yet it does not cancel out His davin
nature. Quite the contrary. It reveals the truemss of divinity, and demonstrates that love thatvery
heart of who God is and what God does.

Will we be able to reach the pierced ones whodin®ng us today? Will we find a way to serve them?
Will we discover ways to minister to a generatioatthas been fractured by family brokenness, aseda
without religion? Will our attempts to be an actileving people help to water the seeds of faitt Hre
lying dormant deep within them? The question isyhman those seeds be activated? Under what
circumstances?

Seeds of trust and faith may appear to be deauhie people today, but given the proper conditithrey;
can also suddenly bloom. Men and women who lookhferfullness of life in piercing parlors can fithd
in caring congregations, if they are accepted wighlove of God. Fans of tongue studs who are fapki
for a life that is enjoyable and exotic, painfutigretty, can find it in a relationship with a Sawivho had
nails in his hands and feet. But this relationshilbcome only if the Christian community, the bodify
Christ, first reaches out with humble and sincergcern; only if we reach out with compassion anélo

To the walking wounded around today we must saydrd and deedAOf course people with pierced
body parts are welcome in our church. For God nbtknows my pain, He knows the pain within you as
well. He knows it. He has experienced that and rogieeing pierced and hung on a cross. But we don’t
have to pierce ourselves to experience the fulloEbfe, because abundant life was gained for hemw
Jesus allowed His own body to be punctured. Wetd@ve to punish ourselves with guilt, becauseslesu
bore our guilt. We don’t even have to struggledgbrfect before offering our lives to God, becalesels
has already made the perfect offering. We don’ehtavymake fashion statements, just faith statements
We don’t have to pay penalties, because Jesustpidor us.”

So if you are walking through a mall and see soreeshose eyes, ears, nose, cheeks, and chin are
pierced, when you look at someone and begin td"#gkat made them do that to themselves?” Pause for
a moment to remember the one who was pierced aerdlss for you and for them. Why did He do that?
He did that to draw us to Himself. To empty HimgkHt we might know and experience the fullness of
life in all its pain and pleasure. And in that #pin that love, reach out to pray for them, aralire even
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invite them because there is always room in ourahtor those who have been pierced. Now go forth
and let them know. And in your life, may it be ganen.



