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The Sanhedrin had gotten what they wanted, at$edsir. They had been able to capture Jesus in
the garden. They held what they claimed to beaawinere charges against Jesus were brought, a
charge that he claimed to be the Messiah, and likeewas quickly convicted. They had the
alleged legal grounds to put him to death, but ttheynot have the legal authority. That meant
that they had to go to the Roman authorities. Tato go to the governor, a man named Pilate.

Now Pilate did not want to be in Palestine. No-se$fpecting soldier wanted to be in Palestine. It
was not a choice assignment. In fact, it was mbeemunishment than a privilege. And when

Pilate got to the area, he wasted little time nitating the natives. The Romans had known for
some time about the intensity of the Jewish retigend the unbreakable character of Jewish
belief. Rather than pick a fight with them, the Roma usually treated them with kid gloves.

Pilate had a different philosophy. He came intort@nd came down on the religious leaders like
a ton of bricks. He would intentionally insult aadger them. And his actions were excessively
cruel. As a matter of fact, Pilate was finally sback to Rome because of his unnecessary
savagery. But he quickly found out that the Jewaslders were not just going to sit back take it.
They would send word to the Roman Senate, or evéretEmperor himself. And no politician
wants to hear of problems and dissension in thksta®o after Pontius Pilate had his hands
slapped a few times, after these Jewish leaddmnied through on their threat to go to Rome,
Pilate was much more inclined to tolerate theirdigland their requests, but he still wasn’t happy
about it.

Then into his office came a prisoner named Jeseisvas being led by the leaders of the Temple.
There was no love in that room. What charge coeldiought by these Jews? Now they had
found Jesus guilty of claiming to be the Christ, that was a charge of blasphemy, which was a
matter of faith. Pilate would have nothing to dahathat, and they knew it. At that time Rome
was a very pluralistic religious society. Whateyeu believed was OK. There were no grounds
for the Roman law to get involved with what pedpddieve, about what is correct or incorrect. So
they came up with something else. First they clihdgsus with being a revolutionafWe have
found this man subverting our nation(Cuke 23:2a) The middle east has been filled with
revolutionaries even to this day. In the days aiudeit was the zealots who would do most
anything to bring pain to their Roman oppressongylwere a very violent group. They wanted a
free Israel and the cost of getting a free Israihdt matter. These were extremists. And they
were a real pain in the side of Rome because tlmydaset traps and ambushes, they would
attack and then disappear among the people. Ang Jeas charged with being one of them.
Pilate knew that was a lie. He didn’t even folloprwith that, even thoughhey insisted, ‘He
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stirs up the people all over Judea by his teachigstarted in Galilee and has come all the way
here.” (Luke 23:5).

The second charge was financial. They sdtl opposes payment of taxes to Caeqarike
23:2b) And they charged Jesus with inciting thepbedo not pay their taxes. No government
likes that. One of the most notorious criminalsalbtime was Al Capone, who ran boot legging
operations, prostitution, and gambling facilitiee bribed politicians and policemen, and was
even involved in murders to protect his enterpridethose things were pretty nasty, but they
caught and convicted him because he did not paykes. Governments went all our tax money
and then some. Even today, whenever someone spieakax cut, politicians line up to ask how
the government can afford it. Never is it asked hbe people will afford a tax increase, but
always our governments lament the loss of tax fuBdghis charge against Jesus was a serious
one. But somehow the witnesses could not line wpagnee with one another. And there was
some record of Jesus paying taxes. Recorded irhBiatl7 is a story of a tax being due. Jesus
argued that he should be exempt because of whg tiet is, the Son of God. But then he said,
"However, lest we cause them to sin, go and throaak into the Lake, and take the first fish that
comes up. When you open its mouth, you will fislgekel in it: bring that coin and give it to them
for yourself and me.{Matthew 17:27) And even in the last week, wheyttried to trap him by
asking him directly if it was lawful to pay taxd® wisely answeretRRender unto to Caesar that
which is Caesar’s, and unto God that which is Gdd{®ark 12:17) This charge about taxes
could not hold up, and Pilate knew it.

At this point Pilate must have turned to those 3bveaders to ask why they were wasting his
time with such trivia. They answered that he mesgbilty because they had these accusations
against him. And so they finally sdiHe] claims to be Christ, a king.(Luke 23:2c) The third
charge was treason, and that was very seritlesus stood before the governor, and the
governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jew@?atthew 27:11) And Jesus asked Pilate if
that was his own idea, or if he was just askingtvatiaers told him to ask? So Pilate got more
specific. “Am | a Jew?” And Jesus said, "You prdgaannot comprehend this, but my kingdom
Is not of this world.” And Pilate did not know whatdo. This man was not guilty of these crimes,
and yet these troublesome religious leaders weresgient. Then he learned that Jesus was from
Nazareth, of Galilee. He could pass the buck tmHeAnd that's what he did.

Now understand that Herod was a Jew by race, biaticly not by faith. He was the one who had
John the Baptist arrested because John kept hagdssn about cleaning up his lifestyle. You
see, Herod was a dangerous and evil man. Yet Hidatbt want to seriously hurt John because
he feared the reaction from the people. But irethe, Herod had John beheaded, because he had
been tricked and virtually seduced by his own sdegtiter, and rather than be embarrassed before
his party guests, he killed a prophet. If that'savie did with John, what would he do with Jesus?
Herod did want to meet Jesus because he had heardch about him. But deep down, Herod
simply wanted Jesus to perform for him. In the moalsiJesus Christ, Superstar,” there is a very
humorous depiction of the encounter between JesdsHzrod, and | believe that scene is
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basically correct. Not the music and all that. Batt he wanted to have Jesus entertain him with a
few little miracles or healings. He didn’t wantlisten to anything Jesus had to say. He just
wanted him on display. And if he did well, Herodwabkeep him around as a sort of court jester.
But when this Jesus would not cooperate, Herodready to cut him loose. Jesus was sent back
to Pilate.

Just when Pilate thought he could relax, when beght that he had neatly sidestepped this
political hot potato, a guard came to tell him thesus was back. Pilate didn’t want to hear that.
Especially not after his wife pulled him aside &old him to stay away from this Jesus character.
She tried to warn him, sayingpon’t have anything to do with that innocent méor, | have
suffered a great deal today in a dream becausénof {Luke 27:19) She did not think that this
whole incident would have a very good outcome. Rildte wasn't surprised to hear that. In fact,
it echoed his own thoughts. But the fact remaimed dealing with Jesus was his responsibility
and the Jewish leaders insisted that somethingicdizsdone. What to do?

According to the scriptures, Pilate questioned dese more time. But just like it had been with
Herod, Jesus would not cooperate. In John 19 we tBa you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate
said. “Don’t you realize | have power either to éreyou or to crucify you?{John 19:10)
Certainly Jesus was thinking of the words of tr@ppet Isaiah, sayingiHe was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he wadile a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is silent, so he did not opsmouth.”(Isaiah 53:7) So Jesus followed the
plan of God that had been prophesied for centubfied.Pilate’s frustration grew.

Pilate found that he couldn’t just dismiss the ¢casel his attempt to pass the buck to Herod had
failed, but maybe there was another way. He wouldtipe issue before the people. After all,
Pilate could use a little good press, and theretihia®ld tradition of releasing a prisoner during
the Passover feast. So he would let the peoplesehoetween this obviously innocent Jesus and
the most vicious, angry, evil character in his gmisSuch a man was Barabbus. He was a first
century terrorist. Given the choice, certainly ple@ple would do the right thing and Pilate would
be off the hook.

Only the people did not do what was expected. Haed them Jesus, but they shouted for the
release of Barabbus, the terrorist. Maybe Pilattetgstimated the hatred of Rome. Maybe he
underestimated the hatred that the Jewish lead&tddr Jesus. Maybe there was even confusion
in the crowd because they were given the choicedet Jesus, the Christ, or Jesus Barabbus,
which means Son of the Father. But for whatevesarathe people chose the Son of the Father,
over the Son of God. And Pilate was left holding ltlag one more time. He knew that this Jesus
was not guilty of anything. And yet he could ndesse him because of the threat that these
Jewish leaders would take their complaints to Raane, Pilate would be dismissed from his
position in a most painful and disappointing way.



Pilate even pleaded the case for Jesus, safivigat shall | do, then, with Jesus who is called
Christ?” Pilate asked. They all answered, "Crudifyn!” “Why? What crime has he committed?”
asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Gfy him!” (Matthew 27:22-23) It was
frustration on parad&Vhen Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, [aititistead an uproar
was starting, he took water and washed his handommt of the crowd. “I am innocent of this
man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!(Matthew 27:24) And Pilate gave in to the
crowds. And though he washed his hands of thiseytsalrdid affair, the blood of Jesus remained
on his hands, and on his heart, as the blood reneaiour hands and our hearts.

In this season there are a lot of people who dap#k of nasty things about Pontius Pilate. And
much of that he deserves. Even though he knewwasithe right thing to do, he did not act on
that knowledge. He chose to protect himself raifneen stand up and speak out for what was right.
But before we get too upset with him, we need tespdor a minute and examine ourselves. Do
we have the courage to say what we believe? Whesamiety regularly displays that we can
discriminate against no one but Christians; wherameetold that we cannot display a Bible or a
cross in public; when we are told through legallleinges that because we have freedom of
religion and speech that we can’t speak aboutaigion, about what we believe, how ready are
we to stand up and speak out for the one who tigidwte might have life.

In Romans it is written;For | am convinced that neither death nor life jther angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nompanyers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate tmni the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) Nothing separates us from thedd@»d unless it is self induced. We
sometimes separate ourselves from Christ becauseride has been hurt, or because we are
embarrassed to be called by his name. We sepanaelwes from him so we can hit the bars or
make a little more money. We separate ourselves €arist because, like Pilate, we do not have
the courage to stand up and speak out, to saywsdatlieve, or speak about who we believe,
that Jesus was and is the Son of God. That he wasded for our transgressions. He was
crucified for our sins. And it is in Jesus, in Jealone where we can find life and peace and joy.

Jesus had the courage to die for us when we wesgyeers. Today, will we have the courage to
stand up and stand by Jesus of Nazareth? Pilateif@atiance, but mostly he passed the buck,
washed his hands, and tried to walk on by. But tieemquestion comes to us. What will we say
about Jesus of Nazareth? What will we do with Jestazareth? Shall we wash our hands and
walk away? Or shall we be washed in his blood aaltt Wy his side? May you answer with your
heart. May you answer with your life, this day adays. Amen.



