‘DO YOU BELIEVE IT?”
1 Corinthians 15:1-8
preached Easter Sunrise - April 12, 2009

“Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” Do yowelieve it? On the day when it
happened, a few did believe, but multitudes did ®oime did not want to believe. Like
Pilate. If he were to believe that Jesus was rdreaal the dead he would have to admit
that there was something more powerful than theaarnylmight of Rome. He would
have to acknowledge that his administrative efficiewas not as effective as he
thought. The soldiers didn't have to do much, pasthim to a cross, keep him there
till he died, and then watch the grave to make soitking happened to the lifeless
body. If this Jesus were raised, it would send ssage that Roman authority could be
overcome. If this Jesus were raised the entirdigalliorder, all their power and
authority could be brought into question. Pilateswat about to let that happen. The
God of Israel could not be seen as being more dawiian Caesar. Pilate did not
believe, he could not believe, he did not wantdbelve that Christ is risen. Do you
believe it?

Some did not want to believe. Like the religiousders of Jerusalem, the ones who
brought charges against Jesus, the ones who ftredthnd of Pilate. They claimed
that Jesus was guilty of treason toward Caesabtsphemy before the Lord. The
crimes of Jesus were breaking the traditions ofévwes, questioning the order of their
faith, and proclaiming himself the Son of GodhitJesus were raised, it would mean
that the Lord vindicated him and validated his ragss If this Jesus were raised all the
traditions that empowered them would be brouglatantestion. The leaders could not
allow that to happen. They were comfortable witbsthtraditions. They derived their
personal honor and power by maintaining those ticari. Those leaders did not
believe, they could not believe, they did not wartielieve that Christis risen. Do you
believe it?

Some did not want to believe. Like most of the Jewkerusalem. They were the ones
who had the opportunity to set Jesus of Nazareth fnstead the terrorist Barabbus
was chosen. They thought that their freedom coailotter attained by the violence of
Barabbus than by the love of a prophetic healanfaalilee. They trusted human
hands more than heavenly ones. If this Jesus @k it would mean that they were
wrong. If this Jesus were raised it would meanrthiew of life, their view of the
world, their view of themselves would be broughbiguestion. They could not take
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the risk of admitting their fallibility. They couldot admit that their ways were inferior
to the ways of God. The multitudes did not beligliey could not believe, they didn't
want to believe that Christ is risen. Do you bedi@?

Some could not believe. Like the disciples. Thatnsls strange because Jesus told
them that he would be rejected and killed by thefgiriests and scribes. He told them
that on the third day he would be raised. Jesummqa exactly what would happen,
yet when he was rejected they were surprised. \Wilkamas arrested and killed, they
were surprised. And when they were told that trevgrwas empty, that Jesus had
risen, not only were they surprised, they wouldbeieve it. If this Jesus were raised
the disciples could no longer sit behind closedrsldeeling sorry for themselves.
Their source of self-pity would disappear. It wountegtan that they would have to
become active, they would have to evangelize, tthdavork that Jesus had always
done for them. No longer did they have a free oid¢his spiritual trek. If Jesus were
raised, all the responsibility for carrying the geswould be theirs. If Jesus were
raised all the risk in carrying the gospel wouldltars as well. The disciples did not
believe, they could not believe, they did not wartielieve that Christis risen. Do you
believe it?

Even since that first Easter, thousands, evenanglihave denied the resurrection.
Every year thousands climb a mountain in the affps where shrines commemorate
the stations of the cross. The path leads to aforu©ne tourist noticed a little trail
that led beyond the cross. He fought through thislband to his great surprise came
upon another shrine, one that symbolized the engoiy. It was neglected. Almost
everyone had gone to the cross and stopped. Faftexowe come to the cross, we
feel the despair and heartbreak, and there weBtopou not know that if we end our
search with a death on the cross we gain nothing&t\¢ood does it do to have our
sins forgiven if we go back to the same sinfulsifde, if we return to the same dark
world of despair? Yet that is what we often do.

The joy of Easter does not come just in knowingsns are forgiven. The power of
Easter is in the hope of what is yet to come, alifeun Christ apart from sin; a new
opportunity to walk with God; a new chance to lin¢he righteousness of Jesus. But
to seize the hope, to truly believe in the risenisZjwe must be willing to take some
risks. We have to be willing to question our wovidw. We have to be willing to
guestion the traditions we uphold. We have to Bkngito challenge the political and
economic order that rules us. We have to be wiliinchallenge our complacency, our
inactivity. We have to be willing to accept that are not the master of our domain,
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that there is One who knows more, who understanc rtian we do. If we are to
believe in the risen Christ we need to acceptldaakttion, a call to go with Jesus into
all the world to challenge others, to call thenfigith, and many in the world are not
willing to do that. Many are satisfied to remaim ghassive victims of governments,
logic, and traditions that can keep us hiding & fend pity.

A certain African antelope can leap 10 feet higth 3@ feet long. Yet a zoo will keep
them behind a three foot fence. They will not juower the fence if they cannot see
where they will land. Out of fear and uncertairttgyt remained imprisoned. Many
Christians share the same fate. It is comfortabfgaclaim Christ's death for our sin.
That gives us license to remain just as we amgelfake a leap in faith, if we take the
risk to believe in the risen Christ we give thefhse of our lives back to Jesus, to call
us, to direct us, to move us, and we do not knowreiChrist will lead. And so we
allow logic, tradition, and all the comfortable vgapn which we live to keep us in our
place. We define our existence by what we canno¥\accept the fact that Christ
died for our sins, but are we ready to affirm, togbaim, to believe, to live in the risen
Christ? For when we believe, then we begin tosattaugh we cannot be defeated, for
even death cannot hold us. Then there is no feditheere are no limits to what we can
accomplish for Christ and in Christ.

Christis risen! Christ is risen indeed! Do youibet it? Are you willing to take a leap
in faith, to allow the risen Christ to carry youarthe world, to allow Jesus to make a
difference in your world? Are you ready to challeradl the rules and regulations, all
the habits and traditions that keep us from accmmiplg what Christ calls us to do?
Are you tired of a life in sin and despair? Are yeady for a new life in the love and
joy of Jesus? Then do not be silent! Tear downataks of fear and tradition. Kick
aside the logic that keeps you languishing. Inusntte comfortable order of inactivity.
And hold on to the hope of salvation. Take a risroclaim the resurrection. Jump to
the joy of a new beginning. Leap to live in theshition of the living Lord. And go
forth to declare to the world, “Christ is risen!i@is risen indeed! And nothing shall
be the same anymore.” Go forth to show the wooldhange the world, to build God's
kingdom in the world. Go forth to be the body o tisen Christ in this world. Now
and forevermore! In your life may it be so! Amen!



