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Everyday it seems that we get new depressing neag #he direction of our economy. Even when
we hear something good, we can trust that bad mélse around the corner. Many are wondering
what needs to be done. And yet it is not really thagh because in the scriptures the Lord hasgive
us certain principles. We started talking aboufitts¢ three steps last week: Keep good records pl
your spending, and save for the future. Today w& kt the two remaining.

4. Return Ten Percent to God.

The Principle of Tithing. We’ve had the principtdsAccounting, Budgeting, and Saving. Now comes
Tithing. The first ten- percent of all we make gbask to God. Malachi 3:1®Bring to My storehouse

a full tenth of what you earn. Test Me in thisys#he Lord>I will open the windows of heaven for
you and pour out all the blessings you nee@dd says that if we make a hundred bucks, theténs
goes to God. Why? | don’t know, because everythstjs anyway, even our life. And yet we are told
that we can keep 90% of all that comes our way.Wine are no longer here it all goes back to God,
but while we are here, we can keep 90 %. But whykhwe give 10% to God. It's not like He needs
the money. So why ask for a tithe? Again, | domdw why He said ten percent. It could have been
twenty, fifty, ninety. But the standard was setesi. And there are three reasons to obey:

1. it's an act of gratitude that reminds us thargthing comes from God and that we wouldn’t have
anything if it weren’t for God. So in gratitude fall we have received over the years, the first 10%
goes to God. It's just a reminder that it's all Gofilom the very beginning.

2. it's an act of priority. Matthew 6:2AWhere your treasure is, there your heart will bgcal That
says that if | truthfully proclaim that my heariwgh God, my treasure has to be there as wellenl
we put God first in our money and our time, it'stjgo much talk. Because the way we use our time
and our money speaks volumes about who is readlyifi our life. If you want to know what'’s firgti

my life, look at my checkbook and my calendar. Besedt doesn’t matter what | say is most important
in my life. The way | use my time and money showst\s really important to me. So | say, God,
You're first. The first part goes back to You.

3. it's a statement of faith. The promise is thate put God first in our life, blessings will folv. In
Malachi we are toldDon’t just take my Word for it, check it out. T&& in this.” The Lord wants us

to learn to give, and so He makes it a conteshgafl dare you. | dare you to trust Me. | dare you to
tithe. | dare you to put Me first.” We test drivars to see if they will live up to the promise. Now

can test drive God to see if He will help us gevh®re we need to be. God says, "You want to prove
that | exist? Start tithing. Watch what happensdve to yourself the reality of God and take the
challenge to tithe.

We are told not only what we are to give, but whenare to give as well. 1 Corinthians 16(h
every Lord’s Dayjthat's Sunday, the day of the resurrectigall should put aside something from
what you have earned during the week and use théooffering. This amount depends on how much
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the Lord has helped you to earrRPaul tells us to regularly give as part of worsiipd when he talks
about this he is talking about giving to the churobt to some other charity. That doesn’t mean that
charities aren’t important. They certainly are. baand | give to several. But giving to charityst
tithing, because tithing is an act of worship. Videne before God in worship and present who we are
and what we have.

Did | always tithe? No. There was a time when | ldagive the church a set amount rather than a
percentage. That wasn't appropriate, but that istwhid. But as | matured as a Christian, as ktoo
my walk in faith more and more seriously, givingedst a tithe became an important part and an
important principle in my life. And through my walkth God | have found just how true the promises
are. God is faithful, and God will care for my nee@ihe Lord doesn’t pay a whole lot of attention to
my wants or greed, but my needs have been caredridrso many times | have received just what |
needed just when | needed it.

At one church we needed to buy a house becausédldayo parsonage. It had been a long time since
we owned a house. Money got pretty tight and ggihthe bills paid would sometimes get a little
problematic. And around the time that our finanwese at their worst, a strange thing happened. |
was driving on 83, over the South Bridge at Hatrgh when suddenly this chunk of iron came
through my windshield. | was shaken because a &mwergls or a few inches one way or the other
could have been fatal. Well the windshield needdktreplaced and the front passenger’s seat and a
few other things. An insurance adjuster came orgiewp the estimate, and gave me a check. | took i
back to the dealer where | bought it, expectings®all the insurance money and probably a bit more
But somehow the bill was nearly $500 less tharctieek. Just at a time when | needed it the most, in
the midst of a situation that could have been trdgeceived a blessing from out of no where.dsw
amazing.

Now | know that some of you think that you canfioadl to tithe, but actually, you can’t afford not t

am certainly not saying that money will come flyagyou like a chunk of iron through a windshield,
but I do know that the promises of God can be ¢didf we want God’s blessing in our life, we need
to tithe. There’s a principle at work here, aniigood for any and all areas of life. Whatever you
want God to bless, that’s the area where you hapetGod first. Want God to bless your marriage,
your relationships, put God first in that relatibips Want God to bless your career, put Him finst i
your career. Want God to bless your health, yotnbles, your sports, put Him first in those areas.
God blesses the areas where we put Him first. Deh®od have the leftovers of your life. If you
want God to bless your finances, put Him first auyfinances, and tithe.

The incredibly wealthy John D. Rockefeller was oasked how he made his wealth. He said, "It was
the 10-10-80 principle. All my life the first tereprent | tithed to God. Second ten percent I'd pay
myself. | put it into savings. | lived on the otl&0%.” That's a principle that we should consider
using. If you can’t afford to give the first 10% @od and the second 10% to yourself, it probably
means that you're spending too much. You're overeked. So pay God first. Pay yourself second and
then start paying off your bills little by little.
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There are more promises in the Bible about moneyagement, about giving and tithing than
anything else. Why? Because God wants us to béllikeAgain, He doesn’t need our money. But He
wants us to learn to be generous, because Gogasexous giver. God so loved the world that He
gave. If we're going to be like God we’ve got tare to be generous. And remember Proverbs 3:9-10
AHonor the Lord by giving Him the first part of albur income and He will fill your barns to
overflow.” Don’t give God the leftovers. Put God, put Chasttop and watch what happens. We
won't know if God is a liar or not till we try it. challenge you to keep good records, plan your
spending, save for the future, and return the @86 to God.

5. Enjoy What You Have.

The Principle of Contentment, enjoy what you hagematter what you have. Sometimes what we
don’t have keeps us from enjoying what we do hEeelesiastes 6:9 say4, is better to be satisfied
with what you have than to be always wanting somegtklse.” That's a principle that we often
violate. As a nation, we have been so busy gettioge and more that we don’t have any time to enjoy
what we already have. It doesn’t matter if it isiybome, your hobby, your toys, your work, we can’t
enjoy it because we're too busy looking for somajhelse. There are 4 phases.

1. Our yearnings start to exceed our earnings.térets see things we want but can’t afford, and ye
we are determined to get them anyway.

2. We get over extended financially. We have mbamtwe can pay for. Which leads us to...

3. Constantly having to hustle, getting extra jd&sth husband and wife are working, day and night
just to make ends meet. And then

4. Home life starts to deteriorate, relationshipgt $o deteriorate because everyone’s tired. Ever's
exhausted. And everybody's irritable.

This nation has an epidemic of absentee parenfdyslmecause we have fallen victim to the "gotta
have it” syndrome. Kids don’t need more things.yheed parents. Sure kids ask for stuff, but what
they need more than anything, what they long fausattention. But many are so busy making a
living that they don’t have time to make a life. Wen't have the time to give our attention or
ourselves. We want to, but we feel trapped bydshrsdrome. We feel like there’s no way out. The
truth is, we made the decisions that got us in®dituation, and we can make the decisions that wi
get us out. Yes, it's going to be tough and maydoafpl. But it's painful now. And getting out will
not be as painful as not living the life God wamso live.

Instead of changing, we rationalize. We say, ‘ttiy temporary” and we keep doing the same things.
AWe’ll do it just for six more months. We’'ll do igt for another year.” We're kidding ourselves. No,
we’re lying to ourselves. The temporary situati@etmes a habitual lifestyle. Once we catch up, we
buy more so we are stuck in the same rut, andia ngthing but a coffin that's open on both ends.
We need to enjoy what we have now, because ong that is temporary is how long the kids are
going to be at home. It's such a short window gdapunity. To lose that for the sake of having more
things is foolish. Understand that no one is h@dirgun to our heads. No one is making us do these
things. Nobody’s making me live in this house. Nayds making me make these financial decisions. |
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can make some different decisions however diffituttight be. The truth is things will settle down
when we chose for them to settle down. Rememberdiet13:5'Be content with what you have.”

Do these principles really work? Yes! AbsolutelyddSwants to work in our life. But there are two
conditions. First, we have to do all five. We cauittk and choose. It's not a Chinese restaurantevhe
we can take one from Column A and one from Colum@&d’s Special includes all five, and there
are no substitutions. They are all necessary. K@e records. Plan your spending. Save for the
future. Return 10% to God. And Enjoy what you have.

When it comes to money, most of the world is watyaguvhack. We earn it and our first priority is to
spend it on ourselves, on whatever we want to eRjiost earn it, second enjoy it. Then with whateve
is left over, we start repaying our debts. With wikaeft, if there is anything left, we save dditof it.
And if there is more left, we give some it. Thadlsout of whack. God has a different order. First,
earn it. Second, tithe it, because God is numbeiroaur life so the first part goes to Him. Thisdyve

it. Pay God first and ourselves second before we grgybody else. Fourth, repay it. Set up a
repayment plan to pay off all our debts. And fipalifth, enjoy it. Spend it on those extra itenmsla
things.

Our Lord already knows the stress we are unddisparticular time. And He always wants to help
us with whatever we are dealing with. But we seeselves in IsaiabAWhy spend money on what
does not satisfy?’For we do that all the time. We need to turn towaad. We need to be willing to
accept Jesus into our life. Whether it is healtretationships, career or finances, the Lord hesryi

us principles by which we can live and even movevéwd in life. Use the outlines from last week and
today to evaluate your current situation. Markdahes that you are already doing and then put a star
by the ones you need to start this week.

If you're feeling pressured about your financegoth find yourself arguing about bills all the tipiie
you see that you are spending everything withoythémg being put in savings, all of those are
symptoms of a deeper spiritual problem, for oudaftrol finances are symptoms of an out of control
life. We don’t need a financial planner. We neelifea manager. His name is Jesus. | want to
encourage you to say, "Jesus, | want You to b€E®@ and the CFO of my life from this day forward.
| want You to call the shots. Lead me. Guide meugh life. Help me to follow Your financial plan.”

The root behind all of our financial problems igdhing - unbelief. Do | really trust God? Do lliga
think that God knows more about how to handle mahag | do? Am | going to try to handle things
the way He tells me to? Or am | going to use itvlag | want to use it, even if | haven’t had good
results up to now? Do | really believe that God taike care of me if | do it His way? In Job wedgea

“If | have put my trust in money, if my happinespahds on wealth, it would mean that | denied the
God of heaven.” Whatever | trust for my security is my god. If wet our trust in money, if our
happiness depends on wealth, it means that we dieesady denied the God of heaven. God says,
ATrust Me. Trust My Word. Test Me and see that IGod. See the blessings that are possible when
we walk together as one.” The promises of life grate are here, waiting for you to receive them, to
use them. In your life may you know it is true. Aindyour life, may it be so. Amen.
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