“THE FAITH TO RISK”
Matthew 25:14-30
preached at Power Praise on November 15, 2009

Three servants were given a substantial sum of yndie amounts differed, but each was substantial.
The first two invested it. We don’t know how or htwg they invested, but we know that in the end
they doubled their money, a 100% return. Now | kisowething about investments and | know that in
order to receive a 100% return you have to takeesdmances, you have to put the money at risk. That
means instead of a 100% return they could hava 180% loss. Then when their master returned and
audited the books, they would have been in setiouble. The servants knew that possibility gomg i
and yet they went ahead and took that risk.

The third servant looked at the same odds, the passbilities and decided that he wanted no gart o
the risk. He couldn’t imagine the master's angéreifost even one penny. So he did the safest thing
he could. He dug a hole in the back yard and sthisteemoney there so when the master demanded an
accounting, it could all be returned. Now we lookian burying those funds and say, "How stupid,”
but it really wasn't. Israel is the major crossra@tiveen Europe, Asia, and Africa. And often bandit
and armies traveled those roads, and if eitherggkmew about those bucks, they would have been
confiscated, stolen. The safest thing to do wdsuty the treasure. An old rabbinic saying was that
burying treasure in the ground relieves one afeglponsibility because it is the safest thing toAdwl

so the servant removed all his risk, and in domges also removed any chance of making a profit.

When the master returned and checked the bookdissever that he was more interested in the risk
than the security. So because of his fear anditynttiat third servant ended up getting that wtieh
feared most, a strong reprimand and an even strgngeshment because he had been given a
significant treasure and he did absolutely nothiitg it. It was just hidden there, of no use to@mg

or anything.

Have you ever thought about how much trust thatendmad in his servants? He gave them money
along with the complete authority to do whateveytivanted with it. That is quite a change from most
of the world. Often we don’t trust one another. Wéa't trust attitudes or actions. In ancient Israel
when a contract was being made, various animals kied and sliced in half. The animals were then
used as the sides of a small path. The princidalseoagreement would walk between those torn
carcasses as part of their own assurance, thayfdid not abide by the contract, if they did dot
their part, that they should be treated as the alsihmad been, that is, torn apart. Today attorvweiys

our contracts, and if things don’t happen as weeepve unleash those attorneys so they can tear
apart the finances, and sometimes the busines® @fllieged culprit. It can be just as threatening.

Sometimes we show our mistrust by giving respohsitbor results, while withholding the authority

to get the job done. I've seen this happen mangdjraven in the church; or maybe especially in the
church. | remember a time in my home church whamaired the education committee. | was told to
increase the Sunday School attendance. Like mdwey ohurches, our Sunday School dropped from
800, 700, 600, to 300 or 200, and it was no lorgeeptable, so | was giving the task of changing
things. | took that job seriously. We looked at sooptions and | came back to the council to say,
“Suppose we ...” “No, we can’t do that.” “Well maylkve could ...” “No, we can’t do that.” “What if

we ...” “No, we can’'t do that.” And so it went. @alized that my true mission was to change our
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circumstances, without making any changes. | wasrgthe responsibility to make things happen
without the authority to do anything differenthatiit had always been done. We trust what was, even
if it is lacking, more than we hope for what wi#.bAnd so we give responsibility without authority
because we don't trust people to do what we gigmtthe responsibility to do, or the way they wil d

it. Often, we don’t even trust God because we piayrd, thy will be done, but this is what | expect
your will to be.”

But the man in this parable does not display astrust. There were no restrictions on how the funds
would be used. He gave responsibility to carelosé talents, and with it, the authority to gefjdie
done. So when the outcome was evaluated, it wais evMaluation. Each had total authority to make
things happen, and the more things that happeheddtter the evaluation.

Similarly, when God brought us into this world, were given the power and authority to make things
happen. We have complete freedom over what we thoowr talents, our abilities, our life. God gives
us the freedom to choose the way we will go, thekas¢hat we will try to accomplish. And the time
will come when we stand before God to be evalutdedhat we have done with what we have been
given. We will be judged on the paths we walked,dabsociations we made, and the works we have
done. Some might say, "But wait! | thought we aeesl by grace, not works.” That is true. Salvation
is ours through the death and resurrection of J&8hen we belief on him and in him, we receive life
as a gift. But James wrote, "Faith without worksidead faith.” Our works, like the work of the
servants in the parable, will be fairly evaluatealsed on what we have tried to do, and what we have
accomplished.

All that leads back to the servants and the risk tihhey were expected to take. In the classic movie
"Once Upon a Time in the West.” Henry Fonda plagedthless villain. In one scene he berates a
minor character, shouting, "Look at you, wearirggh and suspenders. How can you trust a man who
doesn’t even trust his own pants?” A lot of times are like that. We are so worried about the

possibility that our pants might fall down, that meght be embarrassed and vulnerable, that we go to
great extent to protect ourselves. Spiritually, somally, legally we put on belt after belt, ancequair

of suspenders after another, all because we dust burselves; all because we want to protect
ourselves as much as possible. We want to contiraéiavironment as much as we can.

That was the situation of the third servant. | l@khat servant and | know that | am supposed to
condemn him as his master did, but | have troubilegithat, because | see too much of myself in him.
I understand how he justified his actions. You sath the rest of the conference | am involved in a
pension plan. And | have control over my fundsatplan. Regularly they tell me how my funds are
doing and ask whether | want to invest them diffidye | can stay fully diversified, the safest way/|

can move it to others funds, some more risky, mggressive in their pursuit for high returns. Rut f
decades, | would simply keep 100% in the fully deieed fund, because | knew it is safe. | feateat t
the day would come when | looked for those retinetfiends only to find that | had taken too much of
a risk and lost them. Then | would have to tell 8laTalk about being thrown into outer darkness
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth.... saf my fears | limit my risk, and in limiting
my risk | also limit my return.
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And there are other times where | consciously limt risk. I've gone to places where | had the
opportunity to go bungee jumping. | never gotmeliand | don'tintend to. People can tell meitteat
really safe, that | have nothing to worry ab@ou just let yourself go.” No, | don’t think so. iBis
the only self | have, and | don’t want to justitego so easily. That is a risk | am not willingtake. |
would rather miss the return of excitement andlaxdiiion than risk the security and safety of stgyi
on the ground. If | decide to bungee jump, I'll Wony way into it by tying rubber bands around my
waste and jumping off the garage. If that exciteslithmove on from there.

But there is a risk in not taking risks. By contatly choosing safety and security as our primary
concern we risk opportunities we may never seaadgdine Stair, an 85 year old woman, reflected
on her life and offered this commentary, “If | hagl life to live over ... | would take more chancks,
would take more trips, | would scale more mountgimgould swim more rivers, and | would watch
more sunsets. | would eat more ice cream and fee@ns. | would have more actual troubles and
fewer imaginary ones. You see ... | was one ofahpesople who lived prophylactically and sensibly
and sanely, hour after hour, day after day ... bgen one of those people who never went anywhere
without a thermometer, a hot water bottle, a gaml&aincoat and a parachute ... If | had it talfio
over again, I'd travel lighter, much lighter, thidmave. | would start barefoot earlier in the sgriand

I'd stay that way later in the fall. And | wouldde more merry-go-rounds, and catch more gold rings,
and greet more people, and pick more flowers, amtel more often. If | had it to do all over again.
But you see, | don't.”

What experiences do we abandon in the name ofy8af¢hat joys do we forfeit in the name of
security? Of course if you really want to be safen’t ride in cars; they cause 20% of all fatal
accidents. Don’t stay home; 17 % of all accidemsuo in the home. Do not walk on the street or
sidewalk; 14% of all accidents occur to pedestri@wn’t travel by air, rail, or water; 16% of all
accidents happen that way. However, only 0.001%lafeaths reported, occur in worship services.
Hence, the safest place to be is in church. SuBdhagol is also relatively safe. Which points uthto
fact that if we invest ourselves in Sunday Schodl @hurch, if we invest ourselves in Christ there i
very little risk, but there is a tremendous oppwitiufor return.

This Parable of the Talents calls on us to considiet we will put at risk by investing ourselvesian
what we hope to receive in return for that investimki is easy to look at the risks we take finatigi
and physically, maybe even emotionally, but Clisisbt calling that into question. No, Jesus isragk
what we will risk spiritually. What will you riskni faith, in service for Christ?

Think about this parable. Christ, our master hamegovay. We don’t know how long he’ll be gone or
when He might return. But before he left he trusis@nough to give us a tremendous gift, a most
bountiful gift, justification, salvation, eternafd in Christ. The right to be found innocent ofyan
wrongdoing, any sinfulness, as we stand before @tohave been given the security of knowing that
God can bring forth life where there is no lifeeauhrough death. As the old hymn says we are safe
and secure from all alarms when we lean on thdasterg arms of Jesus. A wonderful gift has been
entrusted to us, a magnificent treasure has beseglin our hands. And what will we do with this
faith? This treasure?
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Over the years far too many Christians have opemtethe fear that they might somehow lose this
precious gift; that when the master returns theynet be able to give back that which they haverbe
given. They fear that if they question what theyéhaeen taught about the scriptures the gift will
disappear and so they do not read the gospelsgisiothing. They fear that if they question the
traditions of the church the gift will disappeandaso they just keep going through the motions,
risking nothing. They fear that if they questiome\their own beliefs, their faith will dissipat&deso
they don’t look, they don’'t examine, and they niskhing. They fear that if they risk teaching thely
look foolish. If they risk sharing they will be raliled. If they risk inviting friends or neighboos
co-workers they will be rejected, and so they riskhing at all, burying their faith deep within the
lives, perhaps taking it out to dust it off on Sapdnorning, showing it only in the traditional sgfe
inside the church building, but otherwise hidingoimpletely. Passing it down from generation to
generation like an ancient family heirloom, passiradong complete with the warnings, "This is the
faith grampa had. This was the gift of faith grgegthdma was given. But don’t use it, don’t tough it
don’t show it off, don’t let anything happen todn't risk it in anyway, so when the master resurn
we can saySee, here it is, just like you gave it to us.™ \

Funny thing about those heirlooms, though. Oveetiney get packed away in attics and basements,
and we forget to bring them out for a Sunday or, tarad then for a year, eventually forgetting our
faith even on Christmas and Easter. And then wheestand before the master we can only say, "Gee,
I know | had it here somewhere, ‘cause | buriémhiy ago to make sure | wouldn’t lose it.” And even

if we can find that faith, it will be dusty, chippeweak and stained, maybe even warped, moldy, and
rotting.

The gift of faith Christ has given to us is noeintled to be buried somewhere in our life. It i®gito

be used. It is intended to help us through ourydid. It is to build us up and encourage ussltd
show our husband and wife and children, our friemdsneighbors and co-workers, for when our faith
is active, when it is used others will see it, thayask, "What is that you have? What is it thates
you a joy for life that enables you to bear thalsreand burdens of life? What do you have thatgjive
you the hope and security of eternal life?” Ittishe@t moment when we can invest our faith, invtest
in ourselves and in those around us. And when whatowe will see faith grow, we will see a return
an accomplishment that we will be able to lift wgddre Jesus, before God and F&yee the return,
see what | can give to You, what | have done inrfaame all because | trusted You, and | trusted
myself. | kept my faith active and alive, out héweall the world to see.”

The parable of the talents is not simply a talé wes told long ago. It is a story for you andriwe, a
story that is to be played out in our life, for ddaster, the Lord Jesus Christ has gone away for a
while, but before he left he gave something mostipus, a gift of grace, of faith which is in our
hands. It is ours to do with in whatever way we tv&ome fear losing it and so they don't risk it in
any way shape or form. But in truth, the only wayy@an lose our faith, our grace is if we don’t take
some risks with it, if we hide it, bury it somewhen our life. Use your faith to lift up your lifélse
your faith to grow in spirit. Invest your faith yourself, in your family, in your friends and nelgirs,
invest your trust and faith in all the people ambyau, and watch the returns begin to come in. Watc
as the family of God, the people of faith grow 094, 50%, 100% and even more not when we hide it
but when we use it, when we step out to sharerdoeegknowing that when we go with God there is
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no risk, there is only the promise of bountifulddags in our church and in our life. So go fortd a
begin to make it so. Invest your faith by trustingourself and in the Lord, and walking in the Vdor
with the same confident trust and faith that Chnsested in you. And in your life may it be so.

Amen.



