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We can make a difference in the world, and it atfihs with commitment. And that’s not hard to geejn
today’s world, a fully committed few have changeé tace of the Middle East, even the face of thedvdhe
threats of terror have altered the way in which wwle world thinks and acts. We are not calledbé¢o
terrorists, but if we are committed to the caus&ofl, we, too can change the world. It has happbatate.
After the Resurrection, after the Holy Spirit caatd’entecost, 120 disciples turned the world updaben.
And we can do that too, if we are fully committedGod.

Just as there are five purposes for the churchisivijp, fellowship, service, discipleship and evdisge- there
are five commitments we must make if we are goimghange the world for God. If we make these
commitments, God can do miraculous things in thestof our lives. But if we do not, we limit ouribdy and
God's ability to make things happen in us and thhous. Last week we talked about the first twad:cbmmit

my life to Christ, and 2. | become a committed mendf God’s family, the Church. And then,

3. I COMMIT TO BE A MODEL OF THE LIFE OF JESUS CHE&T.

As Christians, we are representatives of God. Rdopin opinions about Jesus based on what thegy seeSt.
Francis of Assisi saidPreach the gospel at all times, and if necessasg words."Our life is a commentary
on the One we claim to follow. Did you know tha¢ tierm “Christian” was a derogatory term, a sluaiast
believers? “You're one of those Christ-ians.” Tharavliterally means “little Christ”. They'd say, liait person
is just like that Jesus guy. She’s a ‘little cHrilsie’s a ‘christ-ian.” Has anybody ever accused pf being like
Jesus? And if not, why not? As we grow, God wasttodearn to act the way Jesus acted. Think thehsa
thought. Feel the way he felt. God wants us tallémmake decisions the way Jesus did; to tregdipdioe way
Jesus did. My belief and behavior, my attitudes aetbns have to come under the Lordship of JesuisiC
We need to model the life of Jesus.

This is a goal of spiritual maturity. God wantgaigrow up to be like Jesus in every area of der How does
that happen? Is there a Jesus pill | can takebstorm me into a Super Saint? No. There’s no sitagle, no
book, no conference that we can go to that will enak spiritually mature. There is no mountaintopesience
that can make us instantly mature. Growing to &@fimaturity is a long, hard process. It will take rest of
our life. But the secret of becoming like Christagyet into the Bible, for the Bible has the mafcChrist; the
attitudes and actions of Jesus. The more we ges®dalrd into our hearts and minds, the more wetiagto

be like Jesus. You don't like to read? OK. PickhupBible on CD or tape. Play it on your way to kyar on

the drive home. Listen to it when you run or exa&cBut get into the Bible.

It will not happen by accident. In college | wasig believer in osmosis. | would sleep with a bookler my
pillow in hope that the information would magicalhg transported into my brain. It never worked, but
continued to try it rather than study. Today mathyigtians seem to believe in osmosis as well becthey
keep the Bible on a bookshelf rather than befa tyes or ears. They keep God’s Word on thedsraj their
life instead of pouring it and praying it into thbearts. Osmosis will not work. So how do we midleeBible,
God’s Word, a part of us? We've got to read ithear it; to study it; to pray over it. We’ve gotdte committed
to it. And we commit to God’s Word so we can knaguls; so we can learn to imitate and model thefife
Christ. We need to dedicate ourselves to leartadible, so we can know God; so we know God’s Wsod
we can know Jesus Christ. Hebrews ‘@&t us go on and become mature in our understag@is strong
Christians ought to be.And Proverbs 23:TZommit yourself to instruction, attune your eandiear words of
knowledge.”"We have to get into the Bible, and we have to fiays to allow the Bible to get into us.

Now there might be some men here, or maybe at kdmealon’t want to be like Jesus. | am not goinggdoo
upset about that because they're probably conceahedt being like the image of Jesus that they®senb
shown since they were a child. There is a genteekrand mild Jesus. We have stressed his sensitiist
inclusivity, and his tender compassion. John Elgeckas called this Jesus “Mr. Rogers with a bedrais
Jesus would never offend anyone, never judge anymienever send anybody to Hell. It makes one wond
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why anyone would want to crucify him. Men do notnwto follow or imitate such a meek and mild mahey
want a leader who is decisive, tough and fair. Thagt a leader who is dynamic, outspoken, and Qdldy
respect a man who tells it like it is and doesnitee words, even if someone gets offended. Menectsp
leader who does what he thinks is right and doesm# what others think of him.

Now patrticularly for the men here, and for thoseowlave men sitting at home, know that that picbifra
leader is found in the scriptures. It is foundesuls. He was fearsome. Mark tells us that at tthreedisciples
were terrified of him and that people would be idfta ask him questions. He was abrasive. He haguabms
about offending people, and He regularly ridiculéd disciples for their thick-headedness. He was il
mannered. He walked into a dinner party and stansalting His host. Jesus in the scripture isrofteore
General Patton than Mister Rogers. David Murrowesti“Jesus is the most courageous, masculine veatoe
walk the earth.” Male or female, we need to malkecimmitment to be like Him; to make the commitntent
be a model of His life.

Answers to the great questions in life will notfbend on television or in the newspapers. TheyaemPeople
magazine or the tabloids. Those answers can orfiyural in God’s Word>So why do we spend more time
watching and reading something we don’t believieaiathan something we do? If I've got all kindpadblems
and the answers are in the Bible, why would | lemwkhem someplace else? That doesn’t make sdrise |
got a problem, I need to get into this book. | nieefthd out how to think the way Jesus thought Blible says
that one of the marks of maturity is that we knbe/¥Word.“They must be committed to the revealed truths of
the Christian faith and must live with a clear comsce.” (1 Timothy 3:9) If I'm going to be all that God
wants me to be, | commit my life to Christ. | masmmit to being a member of God'’s family. And | redke
commitment to be a model of His life.

4.1 COMMIT TO BE A MINISTER OF HIS GRACE.

I’'m not talking about being a pastor. I'm talkingaut being a minister, and we are a people whebein the
ministry of all Christians, of all believers. Bueweed to do more than believe. We have to aticagh it is
true. That's important, for God put us on earth gade us certain gifts and talents for a purpogsesXpects us
to use those talents and abilities to help otheradke the world a better place. And whenever veeous
talents and abilities to help others without thawgflreward, or of how we will benefit, it is antaxf ministry.
Every Christian is called to be a minister. In factn-ministering Christian is an oxymoron, likenjo shrimp
or interesting sermon. God does not ask us to doydung in the world, but he does ask us to doetbing, to
be in ministry.

Now if you want to know what God wants you to dmk at the way he has shaped you. Look at yountsle
your abilities, your heart, your personality, yenperiences, your opportunities, your educatioaakround.
Look at all those things. There is help in thisgass through a program known as PLACE. | talkedaibtast
week, and hopefully you will continue to hear mabmut it. Because we have been shaped a certaifoway
ministry, and God has a PLACE where He wants eéds to be. God doesn’t want to waste all that Hg h
done in us and through us. He wants to use usglatigat is in us. God wants to take the thingsamedo well,
and the things we want to do, to help others. Woyld/God give us talents and then not use themfiidwad
be a waste, and God created us for a purposep beta waste of His time and energy. God wantseaus in
ministry, that the world might be made better tigylows.

1 Peter 4God has given each of you some special abilifRassure to use them to help each otheNotice
that it doesn’t say that we have special abilitieg we can hide, or retire on. We don’t have thetmwost our
ego or become famous. God gives us abilities scandelp others. If we want to be like Jesus, we batake
his advice seriously. Matthew 20:2Bour attitude must be like My own, for I, the Miass did not come to be
served, but to serve God expects us to imitate Jesus. And God expsdis serve.
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So what is your ministry? Somehow over the yeardhaxe looked at that verse about Jesus becoming the
servant and we think that we are the ones whadre served. Last week | said that membershipeichliurch

has its privileges, and it does. Our sins are f@giand forgotten. We can tap into the power of.Géelhave a
purpose to live for. And our future is secured asslured in heaven. And on earth, we have thosewiitim we

can fellowship, with whom we can share the goodlzed the joys and concerns that life brings. Wieha
privileges, but we also have the responsibilitgeove in ministry.

Understand that the Church is the only organizatiahcomes together for the benefit of those wbamat yet
a part of it. We are to be in service. We are todramitted to our personal ministry where we damgelves;
where we give of ourselves; where we become thvaserather than the served. This is crucial bexthesday
will come when we stand before the Lord. We willdsked what we did with our life, with our taleatsd

abilities; with our opportunities to help and headd serve. Did we only take care of ourselvedjdbwe make
the world a better place through our ministry toeos?

There’s one more commitment. If I'm going to beththt God wants me to be, | have to commit myttife
Christ; be a committed member of His family; bmadel of the life of Christ; and be a minister algrace,
serving others, and then...

5. COMMIT TO BEING A MESSENGER OF HIS LOVE.

Ultimately, love is the only thing that will chantjee world for the better. Decades ago Jackie De®irasang,
“What the world needs now is love, sweet love. Bidie only thing that there’s just too little off'we are to
change the world, we must, one-on-one, share treedbJesus Christ with everyone we see.

2 Corinthians 5:19-20For God was in Christ, restoring the world to Hiel§ This is the wonderful message
He has given us to tell others. We are Christ’'s assladors. God is using us to speak to othevge are
ambassadors. An ambassador is someone who regresmther. Usually we think about an ambassador
representing a country, but the Bible tells us tifa¢n we become a believer, we become an ambadsador
Jesus. You are the only Bible some people will eead. You might be the only Christian that soneppeeever
know, that they're ever close to, that they evék ta. We have a duty, a responsibility to be ahfial
representative of Jesus; an ambassador for God.

If we are to be faithful ambassadors for Christneed to faithfully deliver the same message #misloffered,
“Behold, the kingdom of God is close at han@4d is looking to establish, even re-establigiationship with

you and me. He is willing to forgive and forgettak sins, all the times that we have gone aghisstill. He is
willing and able to cleanse us from the evil withigh we have connected; through which we have been
infected; by which our lives have been negativéfigaed. Through the sacrifice and grace of Jesas;an be
made new. Our spirit can come to life and we caobe the powerful people God has created us fbHeze

is hope. There is new life. Because the kingdorsodi is close at hand. Our past is forgiven. Ousgme
empowered. Our future secured and assured.

That is the good news, the greatest news in hiséorg the world is dying to hear it. The world \grth because
they haven't heard it; they haven't received thair life, their hearts, their souls. And yet therld is far more
ready to receive that news than we are to shawost of the time Christians walk around actingeltkey've
got the flu. “Sorry, but I'm a Christian and | dbwant you to catch it.” We have accepted the paggament
that our faith can only contaminate the world, restew, restore, or improve it. So we back away ftben
opportunities we have to open our mouths, thatbhéaets of many might be opened and saved. For Gdsist
is the best news in the world. And people neechtmnkit. They need to know that their sins can bigifen,
that God loves them and has a plan for theirtifat heaven is a free gift when we open our lifedcept God’s
gift in faith based in Jesus Christ, our Lord. fitetty simple, really. We don’t have to be thedog to share it.
God loves you. He has a plan for your life and Sesuhe way to heaven. Simple. You can be forginen
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through rituals that you have to do, but throughaiMie has already done. Everybody needs to hetr tha
message.

Some long for the return of Jesus. We look for signd visions. We wonder why he is waiting so |dgt.
there is only one sign that we need to be conceahedt. In Matthew 24:14, Jesus, himself, tellswspart in
bringing forth his returr’And this good newfthe gospelkhall be preached into all the world, to all peaple
Not just nations, but every dialect, every tribesrg sub-culture of every culture of every natiBefore Jesus
returns we have the responsibility to get the guawls of Jesus Christ in front of every person eridbe of the
earth. Jesus will not return until everyone hasthadthance to hear, to receive, to believe insl€uist, our
Lord.

So if you want Jesus to come back soon, start gsing. 2 Peter 3:13emember why He is waiting. He is
giving us time to get His message of salvation@others.” Every time we tell somebody about Jesus, every
time we share the Good News, every time someonesoonChrist, we're not only helping change thelaor
we are fulfilling the prophecy of God’s Word.

These are the five commitments that we must makeeifare to fulfill God’s purposes. We must commit
ourselves to Christ, to the Church, to be a moti€lwist, to be a minister of grace, and to be aserger of
love. They come out of the Great Commandment te ®&wd wholly and completely, and to love our neakb
as ourselves. They come out of the Great Commigsigo into all the world and make disciples, bapt
them, immersing them in God the Father, God the, &ad God the Spirit. If we will make these five
commitments, if we will commit ourselves to fuliiiy the Great Commandment and the Great Commissn,
can build one great Church. We can make this at@Gveald. We can make a difference.

God is looking for people to use; looking for thegso will make a total commitment to Him. | invigeu to
become a world changer by making these commitm&otswon’t have to do it on your own. The purpo$e o
the church is to help you. Yet some fear thdtefttotally commit their life to Christ they’ll beme a fanatic;
or that they will lose their freedom; that they ‘tdrave any more fun. But if we come to God whaiyd
completely, we will learn what freedom and joy ale about. Some are afraid that if they make these
commitments they will then stumble and fail; thajl fall short and be unable to keep them. So letaasure
you here and now, of course you'll fall short, dsve time and time again; as everyone has. Buti&oadt
asking us for perfection. He asks us for commitpiemta love that will not let Him go, as His lotas not let
us go. Some worry that they just don’t love Jesumigh to make and keep these commitments. Butdtoégmn

is not that we don’t love Him enough, but that vea'tlrealize just how much He loves us, for if we e
would have no problem committing our lives to Himle has committed His life to us.

It is time for us to commit ourselves to God whallyd completely. It is time for us to fulfill Godirposes in
this church and in our lives. It is time to bringhassage of hope and grace into this world, withwaurds and
with our lives. It is time to make a differencedanall starts with commitment. In your life maybe so.
Amen.



