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In 1912, when the Titanic sailed, everybody callletshsinkable. That was because the Titanic wasgsnew
technology that divided the hull into compartmeRi®viously the hull was just one big space, ogedom.
The idea was that even if a few compartments waneadied or flooded, the ship would still be ablédat.
But as we all know, the Titanic sank. When thegntg of the hull was damaged, the ship was doordeches
Cameron, the producer of the latest Titanic filaids“The Titanic is a metaphor of life. We're ath The
Titanic.” In many ways life is like a ship. For dike we smoothly sail along through still waterse \Way
think that we’re just cruising through life bubifir integrity gets damaged, we’re going to sinkhé integrity
of our life is breached, we’re headed for troubl@ybe even a major catastrophe.

Today many of us make a titanic mistake by compantalizing our lives and thinking that it will keap safe.
We divide our lives into little bite-size pieceshi¥ is my Work Life, my Home Life, my Social Lifeny

Church Life, my Sex Life - as if all these thinge #otally unrelated. Even well meaning Christiaften

divide their lives, compartmentalize their live$€Fe is the spiritual compartment where we praytaadk
God, go to church and maybe even do some kindmitiny. And then there is the secular life wheregodo
work and live in the real world, make real mone#g do real things. Often these compartments neveraact
with each other. There is no integration in life.

And that’s a Titanic mistake. It's a tragedy. Bezathe reason we do this is so we can hold canfljetalues
in our mind. We want to behave one way, believetbimg in one place and then do and believe somegthi
quite different in another part of our life. Andsehow, we try to live in the midst of the contraidic of it all.
We think that by putting our life into little compiments, just like was done on the Titanic, thatlibeiwill be
unsinkable. It will be OK. If one part gets floodédwre take on a little sin, if our actions areegtionable in
one area, it's not going to sink the whole shipause this part is separated from the rest of myHtit it's a
big mistake. It was a mistaken assumption on tkenid, and it is a titanic mistake in our life aslw

According to Webster, “Integrity is the qualitysiate of being complete or undivided or incorruptibT hat
says that we can’t compartmentalize our lives arantain our integrity. Integrity means wholeness,
unseparated, we’ve got it all together. Integrigams we can't just say I've got “this” over heré san do this
over here! We like to compartmentalize our lifexsocan say, “Family is first in my life” but stdpend all our
time and money at work. We like to say, “l wangtwto church and praise God” but | want to go tvie®
that blaspheme God. | don’t want those things torgeed up. | want to obey God in some areas, tuarit to
ignore God in other areas because it's inconvenigshot what | want to do. But we can't live Wiintegrity

if we separate the segments of our life.

How often have you heard, “What | do in my privideis my business and it has no effect on my jpise.”
Really? We're heard it from the White House, Cosgrolitical pundits and commentators. We've héard
from Hollywood and throughout the entertainmentibess. “My private life does not affect my public
behavior.” Of course it does. Just ask David Elavid Eller had been the Chair of Religious Stadie
Elizabethtown College, and an ordained pastorerctiurch of the Brethren. That was his public Bat in
his private life, he was trying to set up a sexe#dtionship with a 12 year old girl. What he dmdgrivate
brought his public life down big time. When hisagtity was breached, his public life sank. Or as&dgs
Hogan. Greg Hogan is the son of a Baptist ministéren he was 19, he was the president of the sopteom
class at Lehigh University; a respected broth&igia Phi Epsilon fraternity. That was his pubife.lin his
private life, he gambled on line, big time. To colies debts, he robbed a bank, and then he wehttbdads
frat house, as though nothing changed. But hisecleanged everything, moving him from the classr®of
Lehigh to the cells of Huntingdon State Prison. pfisate life became very public. Or talk to Mankrfan.
Remember him. He was a main witness in the OJ Simip&l. What he did and said in public was disesd
because of what he did and said in private. Ifhuektthat whatever we do in our private life does affect
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our public behavior, what we do at church doesiféca our work, or what we do at work doesn't affear
home or our faith, we have a titanic problem. Alatintegrity. We need integrity.

Why is integrity important? Three reasons, andfitiseone is.

1. INTEGRITY PLEASES GOD.

Understand that God is absolute integrity, and wiefive a life of integrity, it pleases Him. Sdupe tells us
that God cannot lie, that God is absolute trutltcaBse of that, God demands integrity in our actioneur
words, in our thoughts. Our entire life is to Hke@l with honesty and integrity. Proverbs 3:2Ae Lord hates
people with twisted hearts, but He delights in ¢heno have integrity.’God hates deception but he loves
integrity. Why does he hate deception? Becausésttatlly opposed to who He is and what He wants.
Deception devours, destroys, and distorts our sidaikeeps us from becoming all that God has eckas to
be.

You know people who rationalize dishonesty withsaltts of different excuses. And chances are Heaet
have been times, there are times when we do ietuas. One of our favorites is, “No one will eveiokv so
what does it matter?” | can do this little indulgenl can take this little step of dishonesty.n gave in a little
here. If it's convenient, | can ignore my principleow and then because no one will ever know. Buoald
criticize someone else for doing that, but thimyslife, and my life, my situation is different. Amo one will
ever know.

We have some athletes here today, or people likevinoeused to be athletes. And often | have heasdidt
that it is only illegal if you get caught. That wduseem to be the attitude of Barry Bonds and Relpha
Palmeiro. Mark McGwire denied steroid use as aglaye knew it was a lie, and we knew it was dlie
what could be done. Now he becomes a hitting céadine St. Louis Cardinals and he had no integnitil

he confessed the truth. Even though he wasn’t cabghwas still damaged. And that’s not just fa gro
athletes. | had a church softball coach quit bexéussisted that our highest goal was not theedwmeird, but
giving the best that we could, playing the bestald while playing within the rules. And the rules were

to play by were not the American Softball Assoaafibut rules we find in scripture. For we areexlio a
higher standard than the world lives by. And th&d line is that if we do something wrong, it isong,
whether anyone notices it or not. Because we Wilags notice it, and our integrity will be ruptured

No one will ever know. Well, no one except me, @udl. God will know. And He’s the one that we outght
care about the most. We are called to please Gddeateive God, as though that were even possibtehe
scriptures tell us thdThe eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout #agth.” (2 Chronicles 16:9a) He'’s
watching every move we make. He knows every sibgéath we take. He knew us, he saw us as we were
being formed in our mother’'s body. He knows outhffaiiness, and our lack of it. Even if we convince
ourselves that no other will ever find out abouthedittle departures from our principles and outhfestill we

must strive to do what is right, and what is righte. We need to live with integrity because Goesar
because God insists on it; and because God is ingtdhpleases Him, fdiGod delights in integrity.”

2. OUR INTEGRITY AFFECTS OTHERS.

How we live our life, whether with integrity or vimibut it, affects the people around us. Certairgyfeects the
people in our homes, and in our families. Prov@M3“Good people who live honest lives will be a blagsi
to their children.” Do you want to be a blessing to your childrenzlwith integrity. In the Living Bible that
same verse saydtis a wonderful heritage to have an honest fathd@hat says that we do our children a
tremendous favor if we show them how to live wittegrity. It doesn’t matter what we tell them ifr@etions
do not follow our words, our principles, our faith.Harry Chapin’s classic, “Cat’s in the Cradla,man
comes to the amazing conclusion that “my boy isljke me. He’s grown up just like me.” His somisw
living the same lifestyle that he had shown hint,wbat he had told him. If we want to give our dnén a
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most precious gift, we must show them how to ligecaiding to our faith, to live by our principlebat they
might learn to live with integrity.

Not only does our integrity affect people in ouniles, it affects the people around us, and é&# society in
general. Proverbs 11:11The influence of good people makes a city gre&idw as a church, we work to
improve the Manchester area. We are trying to ntlaisea truly great place to live. That's why we bdke
Clothing Bank, Angel Food, and Sunbeam. That's wieyhost programs like Strengthening Families and
Servants and so many other things. We are workihglp people live and grow in faith. But the owigy we
can make this a great place, is to have great pestppping forward to make a difference. Proverh84L
“Doing what is right makes a nation greatOur country is desperate for people of integpggple who live
the way God intends for us to live.

Did you know that over the years the movie ratingge changed. The standards have eroded. For valsat w
once considered an R rating a decade ago is nodW®Greven PG. Actually in one case the standzawde
gotten tougher. When the film “Facing the Giantaime out, it was a PG rating, Parental Guidanceatkted
because it lifted up Christian themes. Apparemhidy ts at least as offensive as nudity, sex, ekeegmlence,
and horrendous language because none of thoses #ri@g this movie and yet people had to be waathedt

it. But over time, those eroding standards havedradffect on society, particularly in what we ddes
acceptable for our children. If movie standardsyif life standards can be brought down over timey can
also be brought up. They can be restored. We cangihen the standards. But it requires us towiith
integrity; to teach our children and our grandatah, to teach our friends, neighbors and co-warte@tive
with integrity.

Our lifestyle also influences the way people viesuk. Living with integrity helps to bring peopiga a
relationship with God. It's part of our witnesghe world. Peter wrotéPeople who do not believe, are living
all around you. So live good lives. Then they sak the good things you do and they will give gioigod.”
(1 Peter 2:12) Living with integrity helps othergpée find God. We know that, but we often heamniti
negative tone. For there is the consistent comipifaat the church is filled with hypocrites, that are merely
actors playing the part of people who live by failtat beyond Sunday morning we are as ethicalyiehged
as any other person. Now partly that’s false bezauesaren't filled with hypocrites. We've got plgiaf room
for more hypocrites. But it is true that we do abtays live by the faith we proclaim. Our challeng®o live
such a righteous life, such a life filled with igtay that no one will believe the gossip about us.

So, integrity pleases God. Living with integrityeadts others. And,

3. LIVING WITH INTEGRITY BLESSES ME.

There are benefits to living with integrity. Onetlst life is easier. Life goes smoother, when e Wwith
integrity. It doesn’t exempt us from problems, thatbes make life easier. Proverbs 1154&ral character
makes for smooth traveling; an evil life is a héifd. Good character is the best insurancéife will go
smoother, if we maintain integrity. Mark Twain sdi®ne of the things about integrity is you doréve to
have a long memory.” You don’t have to remembertwba said to whom. If you're lying all the timéyou
talk one way with one group and another way witbther group, you have to remember what you said to
whom. But if we speak the truth, if we are honeighwhat we think and believe, it is not a probleetause
our message is and has been consistent. Or ifyaangething to a person’s face and something glifiterent
behind their back, then we are merely posing; naaintg a certain posture; playing a part. But ttienday
comes when we forget to pose, and it’s not heavaniill break loose all over the place. Twain shat with
integrity we don’t have to have a good memory bseave know we've always told the truth.

Again, Proverbs say$An evil life is a hard life.” That might be a tough line to believe becausejli
doesn’t seem like that. David and Jeremiah boted&od why the evil triumph while our lives argsogh.
And sometimes when people do something dishonotalpgitect or enrich themselves, we say they tbek
easy way out. So how can we say, how can we bel@tean evil life is a hard life. We can believd e
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look a little closer. We can believe it if we gadrthe jails and prisons and ask the inmates hey their life
has been. The fact is, all kinds of chaos, alksoirproblems come into our life every time we Beording to
our rules rather than God'’s rules.

And what is evil anyway? “Evil” is “live” spelleddzkwards. Any time we don't live according to God’s
principles, any time we don't live the way we wereant to live; any time we don’t become the pemsen
were created to be, itis evil. And an evil lifaibard life. You wonder why life is so hard? Besmathere is so
much evil around us, working against us. And sutingtto evil’s temptations will just make life waslt is

by rejecting evil that we can be blessed. In lifegood character is often the best insurancérom time to
time | have heard about various studies that pnaith,real medical evidence, that people of intiggrnoral
people, live longer, healthier lives. It's our besgurance policy because living with integrity ueds our
stress. And stress can cause all sorts of problems.

Of course, when we live with integrity, stresd $itilds its way into our life. But there are otlséiresses that we
don’t have to deal with, like incongruity. Incongyuis when what we say we value cannot be se¢han
lifestyle we’'re living; when we don't live by theipciples we claim to believe. If our proclaimedhgiples are
not integrated into our life with integrity, if owords and actions are not in harmony, tremendensdn is
created, and stress and fatigue come rolling tealts us down because in our hearts and mindsove that
our life is not in harmony. We try to keep our ldempartmentalized, and it causes problems. ltasasisess.

Another benefit of integrity is confidenc#®eople who live with integrity have a firm footimgit those who
follow crooked paths will slip and fal.When we’ve got nothing to hide, we’re not afrafchaybody. We
don’t have skeletons in our closet. What you seehit you get. When we live a life of integritypitoduces
enormous boldness that most people simply don'‘ehBecause boldness comes from character. Boldness
comes from doing the right thing and saying “Chewk out. This is who | am. My words and my life are
coordinated. There is integrity, for | live withtagrity.” It produces confidence. Our footing iseu

Integrity is important. It pleases God. It favorahffects others. And it will bring blessings imdor lives. We
know it is important. But how can we live with igtgy? That's for next week. But this week, begn t
examine your life. Are your words, your principlasd your actions in harmony with one another? Can
someone, anyone know the beliefs you proclaim kighwag the way you live? Do your actions through th
week match who you like to appear to be on Sundaynimg? These are the questions by which the world
judges both us, and the One we worship. The livesamy are in the balance, including your own. ustive

in such faithfulness, in such righteousness thabm® will believe the gossip about us. Let us Beethat
blessings may flow. Let us have a positive affectrmse around us. Let us live so that Gadlebe pleased.
And in your life may it be so. Amen.



