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Passion! It's the driving force behind all great ail great music, literature, drama. Passion mdakangs
great. It enables soldiers to sacrifice themseiwdsattle. It drives scientists to find new curesdteaded
diseases. Passion equips athletes to reach thdéenektto enable them to break records. Passiovhat
sustains us in reaching our goals as we go thrbiggiiNothing great is done without passion. Passions
the impossible into the possible. It energizes lifs what makes life come alive. Without passibfe

becomes dull, drab, boring. God wants us to lipassionate life.

One day a man asked Jesus, “Out of all the scaptuvhat is the most important? What do | needhtnk
more than anything else?” And Jesus said, “Twogthin“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and wah your strength and love your neighbor as yourSehere

is no greater commandment than theqdfark 12:30-31) Do you hear the passion in thoseds? Do you
feel the passion? Jesus said that there are oalthinwgs that really matter in life. We need toddvod, and
we need to love the people around us. And we dveothem passionately - with all our heart, vathour
soul, with all our mind, with all our strength. timee Message it say4,ove the Lord your God with all your
passion, all your prayer, all your intelligence) gbur energy.” We need to give our love with all that we
have. This is not for wimps. Jesus is saying, dfiywant to follow Me, you've got to live with paesi,
because it deserves everything you've got. Thes¢hargs that are worthy of your passion.”

The Bible uses the phrase “with all your heart” pnaimes. We are to seek God passionately, witlouil
heart. (Deuteronomy 4:29) To love God passionat@euteronomy 6:6) To serve God passionately.
(Deuteronomy 10:12) To obey God passionately. (Bremomy 30:2) To trust God passionately. Then in
Colossians 3:23 God saygVhatever you do, do it with all your heart as utibe Lord and not as unto men.”
That says that we are to do everything with pas$lenmatter what, we are to do it with all our helliever

do anything half-heartedly. If we’re going to datits worth doing with all our heart. If we’re gngjoing to be
half-hearted about it, don’t bother.

In America, we are often passionate about evergthktept God. We are passionate about sports, sjovie
fashion; clothes. We are passionate about cerdagand food and television and all sorts of thifigss week

| searched amazon.com for books with “passionhantitle. There were over 19,000 hits. Over 19 Joftks
about passion. You can find A Passion for Bird®assion for Books, A Passion for Cactus, for Chateol
Fashion, Fish, Flying, Gardening, Golf, HuntingzzZlaMlushrooms, Needlepoint, Pasta, Ponies. Potatoes
Roses, Shoes. And even, A Passion for Steam. Stéam?

The amazing thing in our culture is it's ok, ev@popriate, for people to be passionate about angy#s long
as it’s not God. | can go to any sporting eventyeill scream my head off, jump up and down, raigénands
in the air. | can cry after losses and dance afties, and people would say, “Now there’s a fan!t Blicame
to church and did any of that, they’d say, “Thegefanatic! What a nut.” It's appropriate to getiéed, to be
enthusiastic, to have a passion for anything & bBfs long as it's not God. Yet Jesus said, Ifyggbing to
follow Me, you've got to do it with passion. Withi gour heart.

Romans 12:1INever be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritéedvor.” That means we’ve got to work at
maintaining our passion. It's not automatic. We hstiske those fires, fan that flame to maintaingpiritual
passion. Now | believe that at our birth each diad an innate sense of passion, intentionallygioels by
God. We were wired that way. God gave us feeliigs.gave us emotions. He created us to be able to
passionately feel all that happens in the world. tBrough years of socialization, we have suppiktisat
natural passion. We've pushed it down. We keeg arliour emotions, particularly in public. But passs a
natural reaction for us.
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Look at little kids. They couldn’t hide a feelinfthey had to. They're extremely passionate. Tres} f
everything very deeply. All highs and lows withtuilly nothing in between. So what happened toNisére

did our zest go? What happened to our zip, ourusmksm for life? Some of you can remember the day y
graduated from high school and that was a prettgipaate day for many of us because it was ovéithal
required education was now behind us. We had donéroe. As a high school graduate we thought, “The
world is my apple, and I'm going to pick it. It'sine for the taking. Watch out world! Here | com&Ve had
great hope, great enthusiasm, great passion aster=é adult life.

So what happened? After a while, that passion bepgsmbside. The enthusiasm began to fade. Andesiy
our zip, our joy for life began to slip away. Lilecame so mundane and routine. Same place, samge thi
Monday... ho hum! Same thing over and over. Anddraams began to gather dust. We lost our zipalt’s
predictable pattern. First we get the blahs. Ther®gin to lower our expectations in life. Thenbhegin to
guestion things around us. Inevitably, if we lé$ gpiral continue, we begin to get aches and paimgr body
and in our hearts until we develop a full-blowneca$ depression.

What happened? Why don’t we have the enthusiasnw#hased to have? Why don’t we still feel the same
way about our career that we used to? Or feeldhesnthusiasm, the same romance about our m&riage
Why aren’t we as close and on fire for God as wezlue be? What happened? We've fallen prey to éne o
life’s passion killers. There are seven of them.réd/going to look at three today and the rest aoaple of
weeks. Use these sermons as a checklist, so wheasp “Why do | have the blahs? Why have | lost my
zest?”, you will have a place to start. Becausegoil have lost your passion, if your expectationd a
enthusiasm are gone, chances are that you haverifeeted with one or more of these passion killers

1. AN UNCLEAR PURPOSE

Living without purpose is the most common reasooppelack passion. Without a purpose for living,ywh
bother? Why put forth the effort? Why get out ofl loiethe morning? If you have no reason to use goargy,
why expend it? Why not just shut down and say, Bénere, done that! Ain’t gonna do that no moreheT
fact is, if you don’t know your purpose, life seemretty futile. The longer we go through life withto
clarifying God'’s purpose for our life, the less gias we’ll have. Because passion and purpose galeg
Without purpose, life is passionless and there’season for enthusiasm over the long haul. Welileel
Isaiah who said;l have labored to no purpose. | have spent myrgjtk in vain and for nothing.{Isaiah
49:4) Have you ever felt like that? Without purpose have no passion.

On the other hand, purpose creates passion. Tategmir purpose in life, the more passionate vggineg to
be about living; the more fully alive we're goinglie. If we have some little dinky purpose, likjve for
myself,” we're not going to have much passion fte. lIf we have a medium sized purpose, we’'ll have
medium, moderate amount of passion. But if we gt bf God’s purpose for our life, when we begirsé®
that we're a part of His kingdom, His plan, andegenmit ourselves to His purpose for our life, wé have
an enormous purpose, and that creates an enorrassi®p in our life. There’s nothing more signifitdran
being what God made us to be; doing what God made do; thinking like God made us to think. Andemh
we tap into that, it creates a tremendous passiouri life.

Now know, without a doubt that God loves you, aruti®as a plan and a purpose for you. We need ia get
touch with that purpose that we might have a redepassion for life. John Maxwell wrote, “Success is
waking up in the morning, whoever you are, howeldror young, and bounding out of bed because ‘there
something out there that you love to do, that yeliele in, that you're good at -- something thagger than
you are, and you can hardly wait to get at it agadtay. It's something you'd rather do, more thagthing
else in the whole world. You wouldn’t give it upgrfmoney; it means more to you than money. And hdpef
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it's something that makes the world a better pfacether people and not just yourself.” An unclparpose
will kill the passion in your life.

2. AN UNEMPLOYED TALENT

God has given us certain gifts, talents, and @&msliHe put them in us for a purpose. If we arekstuia job or
a career that ignores our talent, that minimizegalent, we are going to lose our passion for Tifieere’s a
boredom factor at work. Studies have shown thabgeventy percent of all Americans are in the \grjoi.
They're in jobs that they’re not shaped for, thahdt use their potential or their talent. If yoe'got a job that
uses thirty percent of your talent and abilitiesttieaves a seventy percent boredom factor. Nalerome’re
losing our passion. We’'re not being used the wag @tended for us to be used.

Now we will never find a job or career than uses bandred percent of our talents. We've got mdenta
than can be utilized in any one job. To fulfill guotential, to complete the tasks for which we hiagen
prepared, we need a ministry beyond our vocatiomnéed a ministry where we can use the talentatbat
not being used in our career. And when we find thiaistry, we will discover the joy of using outdats.
And we will find our passion.

God put us on earth for a purpose, and He hasce,pdaministry for each of us. We discover thatglay
discovering what we're good at, by finding our tate For God wants us to do what we’re good at. 1
Corinthians 7:17Each one of you should live his life with the gifthat the Lord has given himWe need to
discover what we’re good at, and then we can firedpiace where we can use those talents and eduiliti

If you are in a job that is draining the passiamiryour life because it's not using your gifts, neing your
talents and abilities, get out! Your life is far rmomportant than that job. We live in America. Wave a
choice. Some countries are not free, and theyhpa to do what they're told to do. But we havefteedom
to choose. Don’t go to work tomorrow and say, “Magsfor told me to quit so I'm out of here.” No! Plan a
change. Prepare for it. Say to yourself, “A yeanfmow, I'm going to be...” And fill in the blanBut right
now that job is paying the bills. You need foodloa table. But you don’t have to stay there foreSerget in
a position where you can use your talents to tbeyglf God. If you don’t, your passion will be def#d year
after year. You'll lose your zest, and you'll logaur joy. Your life, your joy is more important théhat job.

One of the purposes of the church is to help yoadiyour place in life. God created the churchart,do help

us discover our talents and our spiritual gifts. Waee a tool called PLACE, to help us understand ou
Personality, Learn about our Spiritual Gifts, Assesr Abilities, Connect that to our Passion, ardriine
our Experiences. Some of our people have takerabtestdy. If you are interested in taking that seultist it

on the pew register, or give me a call. But knoat thhen we discover our PLACE, the church and aartdv
will be a much more joyful place. We will give gjaio God because we will be doing what God createtd

do.

The third passion killer is found on our calendtis,

3. AN UNBALANCED SCHEDULE

We all struggle with this one. Whether we’re overkenl or underworked, either way, we tend to lose ou
passion. Because we need balance in our life. W&d adalance between our input and our output. Some
people are always giving out. There’s always soradorhelp. There’s always someone to serve. There’s
always someone to share with. They're always giviitpemselves. But they're never taking in, néa&ing

the time to recharge. If you're like that, you’heriking, “I don’t want to listen to this. | just wato go home

and take a nap!” You might be suffering from congpas fatigue. Eventually what happens, if you'neaa}s



“Making a Difference in The World” “ Restoring Our Passion for Life- Part 1 Mark 12:28-34  preached on
February 28, 2010

giving out, is that you just stop caring. You staping about yourself. Stop caring about other fedpaybe
you even stop caring about God.

There’s aflip side to this, too. There are othns are always taking in. Attending another semiGaing to
another class. Listening to another tape. But ndaarg anything about it. Now | am a very big bedein

Bible Study. But if we study the Bible and neverathything about it, never put the lessons and mies of

scripture to work in our life, it can create a ladkpassion for the Bible. The Bible is somethindpé done in
our lives, to be a part of our life. Not just tmloat.

Fortunately, God has given us a solution to botthese concerns. 1 Timothy 4:Vake the time and the
trouble to keep yourself spiritually fitlt takes time and energy to keep ourselves splhtdit. Often when
I’'m driving around, | see people running, tryingkieep themselves physically fit. | wave to themmfrthe
comfort of my car. I'm friendly. But | don’t intenid join them. It's good to be physically fit, diknow that |
already have the body of god. I just have to becameddhist. But this verse reminds us of the irtgoare of
being spiritually fit. Just like it takes a balartcebe physically fit - a balanced diet, a balanegdrcise
program - it also takes a balance in our livesgairitually fit.

We are spiritually fit when we balance the fivegmses of God in our life. The purpose of worstigrusing
on God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; the psepaf fellowship - loving others and making a difece in
their lives; the purpose of Discipleship, Prayet Bible Study - letting the message make a diffeegn us;
the purpose of ministry - serving others; and ting@pse of outreach - telling others. When we baahose
five purposes, we are able to be healthy spirju#lhd when we are spiritually fit, our passion dam
restored.

We have dealt with three passion Killers. In twelsewe will look at four more. But as we go intstiveek,
may we seek God'’s purpose for our life. May we deedmploy all the talents we have been given. May
strive to find balance in our calendar, in our k®and in our faith. And in your life may it be. #amen.



