PRAYER CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE - Part 1
Luke 11:1-13
April 11, 2010

If you had a face to face meeting with Jesus thesraoon, and you could make one request of Himatwh
would you ask for? Protection? A new job? Moneg8W, because the scripture today tells us thalisiegles
had that opportunity. They came to Jesus one dagsked;Lord, teach us to pray.’(Luke 11:1) Of all the
things that they could have asked for, why thatyidecause they had seen Him pray, and thendhee
results of those prayers. His prayers made thiagpén. He made good things happen. Understanththat
had watched Jesus preach the greatest sermor@npeniracles, heal the sick, raise the dead, ahthgg
didn’t ask for the ability to do any of that. Thasked about prayer. They saw the power and the ¢inac it
gave Him. They saw prayer as a key to His life. Ar@zhn be a key for us as well. For there is maghmore
vital to our faith life, our spiritual life than ayer.

Prayer can change our lives. We know that, orest e have been told that, but we don’t know hoayer
works. And we have a lot of misconceptions aboay@r. Some people think that prayer is a magic wafed
wave it at something and we instantly get what vaatwas though God is a genie who comes out ofteebo
Just rub the lamp and God grants all your wishesesthink prayer is an act of desperation, onbetased in
emergencies. It's the last resort. A man camegg@astor one day. His life was falling apart arelghstor
said, “Let’s pray about it.” And the member startedcry, saying, “Has it come to that?” When ak th
appropriate things are done, then we pray. For sprager is a tug of war. A religious con game pthwith
God where we try to convince God to do something for us. Do we really have to convince God taibe?
But still we keep pestering God until He finallytgao irritated that He just gives in. Actually Jgsold a
parable to illustrate the exact opposite of that,dbill we believe it.

The worst misconception may be that prayer is smapkligious duty, and the basic motivation behins

guilt. “I know I should pray more, | ought to pratys something | should do.” We have a sense @igabon

that if we don’t pray we’ll get on God’s Bad Li§to we go through the motions of saying words treatian’t
believe just to satisfy the ritual, just to maked@appy. We memorize the religious phrases antdédiand
say the same thing over and over. We try to fulid obligation rather than exercise the privilegehave to
talk to God. So prayer is not a magic wand, alobdesperation, a tug of war, or even an obligat@mwhat
is prayer? And what is the purpose of prayer? Llet& at the four purposes of prayer.

1. Prayer Isan Act of Dedication.

Prayer is an opportunity to express both our dewdt God and our dependence on God. It is say@wy, |
need You.” Sometimes we don’t pray because we thmkan get by on our own. Ever since the Garden of
Eden, humanity has vastly overestimated its abifityd so we don’t want to admit that we need tHe bé
God or anyone else. We refuse to recognize tharevenadequate or insufficient to handle the proisiat
hand. As long as we think we’re self sufficien&ayer will have no meaning for us. And if it hasmeaning,

it holds no power. Yet we pretend we’ve got owr afl together. Our prayers need to be an actditdgon
where we say, “God, | need Your help. | can’t de tim my own.” Prayer is a declaration of our dexoto
God, and our dependence upon God.

John 15:5-7 Jesus saftf,a man remains in Me and | in him, he will beauch fruit, but apart from Me, you

can do nothing. If anyone doesn’t remain in MesH&e a branch that’s thrown away and withers. Isuc
branches are picked up and thrown into the fire Baoched. But if you remain in M#& you are dependent

upon Me, and express your trust in Me@ld My words remain in you, you can ask whatevarwigh and it
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will be given to you."Understand what a great promise this is. It dagswe are like a branch of a tree or a
vine. As long as we are connected, we have acoessthe power and strength of that vine. But ot
branch is cut off, all the power, all the strengtlthe life is gone. In the same way, a Christahoff from
God withers. Prayer is an act of dedication thapkeaus connected to God. It shows our dependenGedn
But until we realize that we need God, we can’'ym@tectively.

2. Prayer Isan Act of Communication.

Communication is extremely important. In fact, mokbur problems in life are communication problems
Lack of communication will create pain in your teaship with your wife, your husband, your busmes
associates, your teachers, whoever. We cannot staddr another person unless you find a way to
communicate with them. And we can’t understand God;od’s will for our life, unless we communicate
with Him. And that requires prayer.

I remember the Cuban Missile Crisis. | remembefattyer telling my siblings and me that we mightbwar
before we get home from school. But the crisis aaerted because communication was established. As a
matter of fact, after the crisis, the Hot Line beén Washington and Moscow was officially connestethat
communication would always be available betweem#imns. We learned again that communicatiortas. vi
And it is vital in the life of every Christian. Fprayer is an act of dedication, and an act of camoation.

Now we can’t communicate with somebody unless we ls@me relationship with them. Jesus wants us to
have that relationship. John 15:15-16 Jesus Saimh longer call you servants because a servargsiot
know his master’s business. Instead | have cabediyends for everything I've learned from My Fathi’'ve
made known unto you. You didn’'t choose Me, bubsetyou to go and bear fruit that will last. Thée t
Father will give you whatever you ask in My namidé says the reason we can ask anything in prayer i
because we're friends. That's amazing. God saytswhan we commit to Him, we are not servants, but
friends. Think about the power of that. Lobbyists\WWashington get big bucks to get close to impdytan
powerful people. Now the most important, most pdulandividual in all creation, the King of Kingshd
Lord of Lords says that you are a friend. I'm Hiehd And since we are friends, we get to talkrte another

all the time. What an advantage. What a privilégel we can take advantage of it by communicatingLifh
prayer.

Now you might wonder why an all powerful God wobllinterested in us. Because God loves us. Theee is
logic to it beyond that. But God created us in |cued God continues to love us. In fact, thereotbimg we
can do to make God love us more. And there is ngtive can do to make God love us less. And beddese
loves us, He wants to hear from us, and communvai#tteus, because we love to talk with those whve los.
So if you think that prayer is merely a duty, yand understand how much God loves you, and howtmuc
He’s interested in everything that involves youdAnis all because God says, “We're friends.”

Prayer is an act of dedication. It is the way we@regs our dependence on God. Prayer is an act of
communication. It is the way we communicate wittd@obis the umbilical cord of Christian life fromhich
we draw our energy and our strength. And...

3. Prayer Isan Act of Supplication.

Supplication means request. In Philippians 4:@-sqys;'Don’'t worry about anything but in everything, with
your prayers and your supplications, make your esisi known to God and the peace of God which paises
understanding will keep your hearts and your mimdShrist Jesus.The result of asking in prayer, will be
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peace of mind. John 16:24 Jesus saystil now you have not asked for anything in Mynma Ask and you
will receive and your joy will be completdf'we are one with Christ, and ask in the nam€lurfist, we will
receive in His name, and discover what joy is ladi.

Prayer is the method God has chosen to meet odsn€ke Bible teaches that there are some thirag$ihd
has promised to do only if we pray. Some peoplakihiGod knows what | need so | don’t have to d|l

just give it when | need it.” That's not true. Gloals given us free will, and the Lord continuesegpect our
choices. If we choose to take on life on our owmay be foolish, but God will let us do that. Buve want
His help, we need to ask in prayer. The early Ghireew that. The Book of Acts talks about miradtera
miracle, because they had a life based on praydrti® modern church does not have that sort ofepow
Why? James 4:2brou have not because you ask nddver twenty times in the New Testament the Bible
says, “Ask”. Ask, seek, knock, and keep on askihgl. Spurgeon, a great pastor in London once Yaiat]
never shuts His storehouses until you shut yourtmbWe have to ask. Prayer is an act of suppbeatt is a
request.

But what do we ask for? Ask for what is on yourrhd@salm 145:15He will fulfill the desires of those who
reverence Him.If we are giving reverence to God, our hearts asirds are going to be in line with God,
and God will fulfill our desires. Psalm 37ADelight yourself also in the Lord and He will givau the desires
of your heart.”If we're in God, if we allow God’s Spirit to liviem us, we will have righteous desires, and the
gifts of God will be with us. Psalm 84:1lo good thing will He withhold from those who walgrightly.” If

we are connected to God, living for God, honoring worshiping God, God will give us what we needéf
ask.

Why does God want us to ask in prayer? Jesus @sgtao us in Luke 11:11-13, where He sdyghich of
you, if your son asked for a fish would give hisnake instead? Or if he asked for an egg would lgivea
scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know o give good gifts to your children, how much enwill
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to thed® ask Him."If I, being an imperfect father, know how to
give good gifts, and know how to answer the requegimy children, how much more does God, who’s
perfect, in perfect love, know how to give goodgtb us? God delights in answering requests. 8epis an
act of dedication, communication, and supplicatémd...

4. Prayer Isan Act of Cooperation.

God has a plan for each and every one of our leved we can cooperate in that plan through pr&rexer
gets us closer to God and in tune with God’s desbreth for our life, and for the world. And whee are in
tune with God, we can do the work of God. Rementtwegrin John 14:11-12, Jesus sédpslieve Me when |
say | am in the Father and the Father is in Me bleast believe the evidence of the miracles these |
tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in Me Wl what | have been doing, and he will do evemtgre
things than these because I'm going to the Fatheé#dve you been doing what Jesus did? Heal tk€ sic
Raise the Dead?

This is a tough verse to preach or even hold oatabse | don't see myself doing greater things flesas
did. And if you are, then we probably ought to adpaplaces. You preach, and I'll listen. But Jesud &, SO
we are supposed to believe it. But like so mudhefest of the Bible, we need to read the retsteofnessage.
For He continues in verses 13-14, sayfidgd | will do whatever you ask in My name so tthegt Father may
bring glory to the Son. You may ask Me for anythmigly name and | will do it.”

Understand how this works. When Jesus came to,é#ethurposely limited Himself to the laws of ptogsi

3



PRAYER CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE - Part 1 Luke 11:1-13 April 11, 2010

just as every human is limited. He could only beoire place at one time. But now, He is beyond the
limitations of time and space, and so He is ablacimmplish more. Through prayer, we can connettt wi
Him; we can cooperate with Him, to make miraculthiisgs happen throughout the earth. Through priayer
cooperation with God, we can do greater things flemus did while He was here on earth, becausermgsy
not limited by time and space, and now, neitheleisus. In Christ, through Christ, even the impdssg
possible for us.

Four times in John 14 and 15 Jesus tells us thae i&sk in faith, if we ask in Christ, our prayeinl be
answered. If we do our part, God will do His partd our part, is cooperating with God’s plan foe thorld
through prayer. We can pray. The most importamigtlwve can do in our Christian life is to pray. Thathy
we’re doing this series on prayer, because prayso ipowerful and so important. D. L. Moody onade,sa
“Every great movement of God can be traced to @leipraying, kneeling figure.”

As the people of God, we want, hope, and expeseGod move through this congregation in a most
powerful way. And so, this church needs to be gipgachurch. A praying church is a holy, committed
church. When we pray it makes us sensitive to God@other people. It sensitizes our life. A pngychurch

is an enthusiastic church. We need to get exdtedrches that pray see miracles and that getsgpergited.

We need some miracles in our church. We need toeztinvith the children and youth around us. We need
connect with people of this community. And as thegne in, we will need more space and more people to
care for it all. It might take a miracle for thatltappen. Prayer can make it happen. Some of yalpersonal
miracles. A miracle in your marriage. Or in yourallk. Maybe you need a miracle in your job, or your
finances. Prayer will help make those miracles bapiracles can happen in our midst if we dedicate
ourselves to God in prayer; if we communicate vldtd in prayer; if we supplicate our desires in praywe
cooperate with God through prayer. And the miragsilcan even happen here in our midst. | knowritis.t
And in your life, you can know it is true, too. 8oyour life, may it be so. Amen and amen.



