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Prayer can change your life. Over the past coupheeks we've looked at the four purposes for prayel the
five conditions to have our prayers answered. Griease conditions is that we must pray in faitélidving
that God can and will act. Faith is the key thdbaoks the door of prayer. But sometimes the siturais so big;
the problem so overwhelming that it's hard to h&ah. The question is how do we find faith in #&tgess
situation? Romans 10:17 says thatfaith comes from hearing the message and teesage is heard through
the word of Christ."We get faith by listening to the word of God. ¥want to build our faith, we simply have
to fill our life with scripture. The more Bible kmdedge we have, the more faith we’re going to have less
we know about the Bible, the less faith we’ll have.

Okay. So we get faith by knowing the word of Godt bow do we use that knowledge in our prayer life,
especially as we look at our problems, or try tkken@ugh decisions? Well, the keys to prayer as@tbmises

of God. There are over 7000 promises in the Bilblaie want to have a dynamic prayer life, we claam
promise, grab onto it, lift it before God, and esfpan answer from God. There is a verse for eveegnfor
every problem. The more promises we know, the moweerful our prayers will become.

But what if the promise doesn’t work? | read abediabetic man who read the ver8eyou ask anything in
My name, | will do it.”(John 14:14.) Then he said, “God, I'm going to #&k You cure me of diabetes,” and he
threw away his insulin. Three days later he diethat\happened? God promised. Why didn’t it work? Why
didn’t God fulfill the promise? Well maybe the pfteim wasn’t with God, but with our understandingu¥see,

we cannot automatically claim a promise that’s bgigan to somebody else. The Holy Spirit has tst fijive
that promise to us. Some promises are given to/egdy, and some are not. God speaks to us in tifereint
ways. One is Universally, to everybody. And theosetway is Personally, to individuals. These aecH@
messages for specific situations at specific tirkkesv can we know the difference?

The NT was written in Greek. And in the Greek theege two terms that were translated as “word”.gas’

and ‘rha-md. Logos is the word of God for everybody. In Jdhwe read;The Word was God.That refers to
Christ, who is for everyone. And the Greek wordibélhat is Logos. Logos is for everyone. Bud-ma,which

is really a Hebrew word used in the Greek, is tbhedwof God given to a particular person at a paldictime.

We can only claim a promise when it ish@-ma,a specific word to us.

Sarah was 89 when God told her that she was goigettpregnant. That was an incredible promiseif luds
only meant for Sarah. God didn’t say, “Every 90ry@d woman can have a baby.” How scary would ltegt
But this was not for everyone. It wdg-ma a specific word of God to her and her alone. \Afenot take that
word to Sarah and claim it as our very own. In JbB17 it says;If you continue to abide in My word, then you
can ask for whatever you want and then it will barg.” But the term “word” isha-ma not Logos. Which
says, if | continue in God’s specific word for ntleen my prayer will be granted.

The disciples are out on the sea Jesus is seemgé#tikvard them. The always impulsive Peter sdysd, call
me and I'll come!” Jesus gives Peteha-ma a specific word for a specific situation. He sdieter, come!”
Peter gets out of the boat and starts walking adtaswater. Notice that no one else was anxiogsttout of
the boat. Why? Because it wasn’t a word to everyblbevas a word to Peter, only Peter, and onlytfien and
there. The next day, Peter didn’t get up and sy, going fishing, but I think I'll walk.” It was aspecific
promise for a specific time. We cannot take thatpse and walk across a filled swimming pool.

Often we have trouble grasping that concept. Pestlileead a verse on healing and declare, “Godgutaem,
therefore God must heal me.” So they pray and eléd have tremendous faith but in spite of tfaih,
nothing happens. Then they get mad and say, “Gdd #iin’t You heal me?” They begin to argue withdso
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without ever realizing that that promise was noantdor them. It was a specific word to someone,&rd not
the general promise.

In the wilderness Satan said to Jesus, “Go aheagliarp off the temple because the Bible says Gdidatke
care of You.” Now that is a general promise. “Gal take care of you.” And it is true. But rememlibat if
you jump off the roof, God might take care of yauhe hospital, or maybe even in heaven, but Gddaide
care of you. It's a general promise, but not ageaisone. Logos, noha-ma So how does God speak to me
personally? Through the Holy Spirit. John 14:B6t the counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fativédl send

in My name, will teach you all things and will rerdiyou of everything | have said to yolfid then in John
16:13“But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He wilidgiyou into all truth.”Jesus said that the Holy Spirit
will do three things in our life: teach us, remung] and guide us. The Holy Spirit’s job is to mHi@scriptures
apply to our personal lives. Logos, the generahmse is turned intoha-ma,a specific promise. It's called
illumination, and it happens all the time.

Have you ever been in worship when all of a sudaerfeel like the preacher is speaking directlyda? Like
there’s nobody else is in the room. You wonder,WHimes he know that? How does she know I'm dealitiy
that right now? How does he know that’'s exactly iwheeeded to hear?” Regularly people tell me theds
talking about them again. Now I try to convince mif¢hat it is because of my superior knowledgauhan
behavior. But it has very little to do with me rbplaim the logos to the world. But the Spirit tséorms it to the
rha-mato you. | say it to everyone, but God makes itdpefor you. That is the illumination of the HoBpirit.

Maybe you're talking to somebody about a persor@blem and you're thinking about what to say. Sudige
scripture pops into your head at just the righttidust exactly what you needed to say. How didppen? It is
arha-ma The Holy Spirit gave you a specific word, forpesific time, in a specific situation. Or you'vedre
worrying about a major decision or struggling wathissue and all of a sudden you remember sometinang
was said in a sermon or a Sunday School class thoe¢hs ago. It fits perfectly. God gave yotha-ma He
spoke to you personally. That's the way God wonksur lives. The Holy Spirit takes the general wok&God
and makes it come alive.

But how do we know that those sudden inspiratisaseally from God? A couple of reasohslt will always
agree with the Bible.God never contradicts what He’s already saidf $ou get an impression that is not in
harmony with the Bible, it's not from God. I've hadople tell me that they believe it was God’s watithem
to have an affair. No. That contradicts the Biblgd so it cannot be from God. God doesn’t deal siitlational
ethics. He never contradicts His word. So we cawkit is from God if it is in harmony with the Bkl

2. The Scripture becomes alive and takes on new nreag. It becomes dynamic, exciting. Suppose | say, “I
love you.” That's true. | love our church. But thsia general word to a large group of people.dhty were
here rather than on retreat and | said, “I love,y@wuld that include my wife? Of course. But iddit do
anything special for her because it's a logos,reegd word to everybody. However, if | go to my &ifean
down close and whisper, “I love you,” | get a diffet reaction, a more exciting reaction. All otaden logos
becameha-ma | didn’t say anything different. But all of a sieh, it got personal and took on new meaning.
That’'s what happens when we come to Christ. Gosl teagveryone, “I love you.” But then a day comésw
we sense God speaking only to us, only to me. \alitmy faults and weaknesses, with all my problemd
fears, God still loves me. And in that moment, $iaee changed. God’s general word, His logos besdmae
ma,a word for me alone. Then that word comes alivteiwime, and makes all the difference in the wadvig.
faith grows. My spirit grows. Because faith comgshearing theha-maof God; from hearing God speak
personally to me. So | get answers to prayers tiiraba-ma’s. But how do | get a rha-ma? When l'otay
difficult decision to make, when I've got a problgmow do | get that rha-ma, that word? There averssteps
we need to take. These are the Steps on How ToARayt A Problem.

1. Confess Any Known Sin in Your Life.
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We don’t want anything blocking our relationshigiwGod, and sin blocks that relationship. So werere

ourselves honestly and openly in the light of God we confess our sins. We even ask God to shdhoss
things in our life that are outside His will. Wraat we doing that we have to stop? What are wdaiog that
we have to start? We clean up our spirit througifession, because as it says in 1 Johriliv@e confess our
sins, He is faithful to forgive usWe confess our sins and make sure the channeldasGapen.

2. Commit the Decision to Christ.

Proverbs 3:5-6Trust in the Lord with all your heart and don’td@ on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge Him and He will bring it to pas&/é don'’t play the martyr card and try to beliekatt
everything depends on us. If that is the case, Weedon’t need God. But we are tofdyust in the Lord ...
don’t lean on your own understandingsbmetimes we have to get out of the way to allms & come in. So
rather than charging into a problem in full batjésar, slide your engine into neutral and pray, tl.ovhatever
You want is fine with me. If You want it, | want if You don’t want it, | don’t want it.” That isie attitude that
Christ had in the garden before He went to thescrtddot My will, not my way, but Yours.” We need puit
ourselves in neutral and engage the power andrmres# God. Commit it to the Lord.

3. Ask God to Reveal His Will by Giving a Desire

After we’'ve gotten out of the way, then we can pf&od, help me to know what You want by giving ene
desire one way or the other.” Often when facing@gion | tell people to pray an increase/decrpesger. Say,
“Lord, | have these options. Increase my desiref@ until | can’'t help but see it, and decreaseesjre for all
other options.” You see, if we let God come intoloees, He can direct us with Spirit-controlledsdes. Psalm
37:4"Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give ydlie desires of your heartlf we're really trying to do
what'’s right, our desires are going to be in lintwlis. Mark 11:24Whenever you pray, whatever you desire,
believe that you've received it and you shall hiave

How do | know? James 185 any man lacks wisdom, let him ask God and Gdbgive it to him generously.”
We pray for the right desire. And we get thereilst tonfessing our sins so we are in harmony Gitkl. We
commit the decision to Christ by allowing God tdezrand act. And then we ask God to reveal His lill
giving us the desire to do the right thing. How Idknow if the desire is from God? That's where the
increase/decrease prayer comes in. “God, incregsiesire for your will. Decrease my desire foredfie.”

4. Compare Your Desires with Scripture.

We turn to the scriptures to make sure that our@éesin tune with God’s Word. God’s Spirit neveads us
contrary to the Bible. If my desire is in oppositito the Bible, then my desire is wrong. Call itigtral
screening. That's why it's important to know thégiso we can check things out. And if we don’twri&od’s
word, ask someone who does. Check it out. Are raiyeein tune with the written Word of God. In JaBel7
we find eight tests that we can use to know ifdgaiis from God'But the wisdom that comes from heaven is
first pure, peace loving, considerate, submissioeggod’s will] full of mercy, full of good fruitt is impartial
and it's sincere.”These characteristics tell us if our desire, if thoughts and ideas are right.

5. Listen for God to Give a Personal Promise, Rha-ma.

Listen for God to speak to you. What we don’t dugt open the Bible and pick some random pronfiseple
wonder how | became a preacher. One day in pragkdd, “Lord, what do you want me to do with nfig’’
And | opened the Bible and pointed to Numbers 2Prand, “The Lord opened the mouth of the donkapd
I've been preaching ever since. No! We don’t dbat way. We listen for God. We prayerfully read Word of
God and wait for God to speak to us. But how doed §peak to us? There are many ways.

Sometimes it comes through the scriptures. We agaassage that we've read a hundred times befothibu

time there is aword, a phrase, a line that wemeyeember seeing before. And miraculously, itd@kout our
life. Or we're sitting in service and all of suddsmething is said that hits us between the eye®y just be a
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word in a song. And God says, “That word'’s for ypMaybe it happens in Bible study, which is why meed
to be involved in Bible study, because we get nadrthe word. Our prayer life is never stronger thoam

understanding of Scripture. God sometimes speakstiorough tapes, radio programs, or even TV shdles
never know where God’s word might come to us. Mdybe a friend, without the friend ever realizingBut

God is using them to speak to us. So wait for Gagpeak to you and then...

6. Claim the Promise with Confidence.

Claim it. Believe it. Know it's going to happen. Aibegin to thank God for the answer that may béoysime.
Back in school, sometimes in math, answers couldined in the back of the book. With great joy weuld
work diligently on those problems and then turrivakcitement to see if we're right. Only it didh&ppen that
way. We started with the answers and then tridohtbthe right formula or equation to get us théreat’s the
way prayer works. God gives us a promise and $#gs, I'm going to answer.” So we know how it's ggito
end up and we need to go back and wait while ti@tezn or formula is being worked out.

Early in 1986 Nancy and | were trying to adopt aéém child. We had already been waiting over a, yaat

some things going on in Korea made us wonder #weld be able to get a child. In prayer, word caomee

that a child for us would come in 1986. We feltbetBut then 1986 passed without a word. And 8iewent

by, and still no child. Finally in February of 8&wvere told that a child was coming to us. Hiswimstances
were a little unusual. Normally a child would bedensix months or over 4 years. But Joe was thendriihs

old. He was born in November of 1986, just as thkellhad said. On that day | learned again thahaek God
for the answer even before the answer comes, fenwie do that, we are claiming the promise thableas

given to us. And then, one last step,

7. Move into Action When God Says, “Go.”

Not when we think so, but when God says, “Go.” Wierd gives an idea, He gives it in three partstiHe
says what He’s going to do. Then He says how Heisggto do it. And then He tells us when. The bijge
mistake we often make is that when we get thepst we rush ahead, forgetting that there arentmwce parts
coming. So we try to do things our way and endalinfy flat on our face. We have to wait for Gotiaing.
And I will know that it is God’s timing when thinggart falling into place.

At one church we had plans to build a new youtherehwas ready to start digging the foundatiaed¢hdays
after the plans were drawn, but the timing wasght: Things were not in place. We’d go a littletfeer down
the road and I'd be ready to build, but the timivagsn’t right. There were things that needed to dntpplace.
Then, after waiting for what seemed to be foreseddenly money came from here, and donations fneen o
there. God told me that it was going to happen,tdiid happen, but it happened according to Gtwtis table,
not mine. It works that way all the time. And aswest, we continue to pray and listen for God tg, $&0.”

Some of you are facing some pretty big problems.yBa, and for all of us, God has a word. 2 Timathy
“God has not given to us a spirit of fear, but awer and love and of a sound mind&ven though the
problems and worries may stand before us, ourtspmot one of fear. For our Lord is able andiwglto make
a difference in our lives and in our world. And wan make sure that difference will come by confessur
sins before God that the channels of communicatigmt be open; by committing our decisions to Gtthat
His will might be done; by asking God to give us tfesire to do what is right; by making sure owirés are in
harmony with God’s scriptures; by listening for Godjive us a personal promise; by claiming thepses of
God with confidence; and by stepping out in faithew God says it is time to move. In this way, wk fivid
ways to move beyond our problems and into the jogre God created us to dwell. That's where we teebé.
And in your life, may it be so. Amen.



