“THERE WAS SOMETHING WE WERE TO REMEMBER”
based on Matthew 28:16-20
preached on Memorial Sunday, May 30, 2010

On this weekend | am reminded of two messagesithay have forgotten. The first is that this is the
Memorial Day weekend. All sorts of people are om tbad with this first unofficial weekend of
summer. Some have stretched the three days ioar aldy weekend as they get to the shore or the
mountains for the first time since, well, for adtdthem, the first time since last weekend. We'don
wait for summer to get away anymore. We see a apliceekend, think 3 or 4 days, pack up and take
off. The purpose for the holiday escapes us. H first thing much of our society has forgotten

Memorial Day. It is a time to remember those wheri§aed everything to preserve the nation and
the principles of liberty on which the country wiasnded. The Apostle Paul wrote that there is no
greater gift one can give than to lay down onéé&sfior their friends. | have heard many stories on
how and where this Memorial Day tradition begart tBa reason it began was because people stood
in such awe and gratitude of that gift of sacrifieging down their lives, that they honored nadlyon
their own soldiers’ graves, but the graves of thewersaries as well.

Memorial Day speaks about the principles on whighapuntry is based. And it is important to
remember those principles because often in ouegowie choose what is simple over what is right.
We are moved more by our desires, what we wariterahan what is prudent or principled. And
those principles were stated so well by Thomagdesh ~We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are erstbly their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty andpimesuit of Happiness.We believe that we have
the freedom, the liberty to choose the life thatwilelive. We believe that we have a divine right
given by the very hand of the Creator, to speakssemble, and to worship as our heart dictates.
And over the centuries, when those rights have Heeatened, internally or externally, committed
men and women began to speak and act and fightillesty might still be ours. We need to
remember to honor those who have offered theifdifeour benefit.

Memorial Day fits well with the Christian faith.sls laid down his life for us even before we were
friends. He did that so we could learn to live Afeundantly. He did it so we could be liberatedrfro
sin. On this weekend it is fitting to remember &odor those who have died, those who gave their
life to maintain the principles of liberty. And yiste attendance in many churches will be lackirgy th
day because we do not honor the sacrifices of ®emuch as we celebrate our chance to boat, fish,
swim, or just get away. Some people get really iyben they see a flag being burned. They think
that dishonors the ones who gave their lives feirttountry. But in truth, many died so we would
have the freedom to even burn a flag. It is a sttipihg to do and | would hate to see anyone do it.
But people died so they could do it, not to prewbem from doing it. What does dishonor their
memory, though, is to ignore the sacrifice. Andrggaks my heart to see so many turn away.

There is one other thing that | believe we havgdtien. That was this instruction from Jesus, the
last thing Jesus told us to d;0, therefore, and make disciples of all natiormgtizing them in the
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name of the Father and of the Son and of the Hailyt Sand teaching them to obey everything that |
have commanded you.”

Go and make disciples. In the past forty yearspbaline churches in America have not done a
very good job of making disciples for Jesus. Whahave done is fill the rolls. We have found ways
to put people on our membership rolls but we haveore a good job of making disciples. Some
people are members and disciples. Let me try ttae@xphe difference. When | was growing up we
did not have Confirmation Classes. Most of yourthtigo through Confirmation. We went through
Catechism. Do you remember that? The purpose afcisim is to teach the principles of the
Christian faith. The focus was on what we needdddm to be a faithful Christian.

Now we have Confirmation. Did you ever ask whabesng confirmed in confirmation? Do you
know? The purpose of confirmation is to confirmreaffirm the vows of baptism. The focus of the
confirmation curriculum used in many places, nothHaut in many places, is to help an individual
discover who they are in Jesus Christ and whantleains for their life. Understand the implications
of that. In Catechism we are taught about whatdhle has been and what we are to do, how we are
to act if we are to be faithful followers. In Comfiation we seek to discover who we are. One places
the focus on the traditional faith, and the otHaces the focus on ourselves. In Confirmation we
teach our children how to be members, not how tdibeiples. And yet, we are called to make
disciples.

What is a disciple? A disciple is one who has laaght. The disciples of Jesus were the ones who
spent time with him, who were able to observe hay by day. They listened to the words he said
and saw the way he handled the variety of peoptewduld show up. Some were challenged while
others were treated with the utmost respect angegildhe disciples learned how to imitate Jesus in
their daily walk in life and faith. Christian digtes continue to look to Jesus day by day. They see
him through the windows of the gospel texts. Thearth about him through the writings of Paul.
They begin to understand when they begin to reatimanercy and when they begin to boldly speak
out and challenge the ways in which the world hased away from God. Disciples still learn how
to imitate Jesus in their daily walk in life anditifa

We are called to make disciples by baptizing thetié name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
We are to baptize. | think that means two thingsstit means to celebrate that formal ceremony
where a public declaration is made to accept JEbsuist as Lord and Savior, and to support the
Church which is the body of Christ. It is an outd/argn of an inward, spiritual grace that is poured
out from heaven. Whether it is done with infantsadults, whether it is in a stream, lake, or
sanctuary, whether it is poured or sprinkled, nafrtbat matters, for what we do is just the symitol.

is God who does the work of baptism. It is the Lwttb welcomes us into His family. And the truth

is that God wants everyone in His family. That grhas already been poured out, and is continually
poured out on all the world. It is there for anyamel everyone to receive. We are here to recognize
and celebrate that fact.
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But | want you to think about baptism in anotheywa its original context it meant immersion.
That does not mean you have to be immersed in Wwaber baptized. No! That's just water, a symbol
of something more important. What we need to beersed in is the Spirit of God. Does a fish know
that it is in water? | don’t think so but biology#/never a strong suit for me. | think that theawat
around a fish is so constant that it only knows nvhes out of water, not when it is immersed in
water. In the same way we don’t realize that werareersed in gases all the time. It is only when
those gases become irregular that we recogniretite same way, if we are to be disciples of Jesus
we need to live in the Spirit of God. We shouldervave to talk about entering God’s Spirit. tbis

be so natural to us, that it is second nature, N&'second nature, first nature for us. We shosald b
so attuned to walking with God that we only realize&vhen we are away from it.

We are called to make disciples, to baptize themthme Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are called
to enter the Spirit of God everyday, and to renthere every minute. Jesus told us to be of an
attitude of prayer. To me that means that we abetcommunicating with God the Father and God
the Son, that we are to be obediently walking il @@ Spirit all the time. When that becomes the
focus of our lives, when that becomes the focusuffaith, then we will be imitating Jesus, the
Christ. Then we will be the disciples we are catede.

Until we get to that point, we still have some wiwldo. The first thing Jesus said w&®!” The

last thing he said wa¥,will be with you.” We are not at the end of our spiritual journey.@&lus
need to continue to mature in grace and faithvButannot journey by just sitting here. We have to
go with Jesus into the world to make a differencehe world. We are called to afflict the
comfortable and comfort the afflicted. We needams$form this world into God’s kingdom even as
we are being transformed into God'’s servants. Wiereach out in the name of Jesus Christ, as we
are doing with the Clothing Bank and the work campBed Bird; when we reach out with Helping
Hands and Habitat for Humanity, and all the othayswve reach out; when we extend ourselves,
when we do what is right simply because it is rig¥e will grow in faith. And all along the way we
are told to invite others into the journey. Comd aae and | will be with you.

That sounds scary to some people but it’s realtylbhc not difficult if we are actively involvenh
living out the gospel in our words and deeds. Son&t am amazed at all the interest that develops
when we do something that just comes naturally,ithaharing the love of God in a practical way.
People in the community know that in times of tieube place to turn is St. Paul United Methodist
Church. We see it at the Clothing Bank and at Aigald. We see it when someone calls to say,
“I'm in trouble and | need help.” People turn to tikere are other places where they could go, but
they come here because they know that we makéeaiahte in the community. They know that we
can make a difference in their life, not becausstws we are, but because of whose we are. Because
the light of Christ shines on us, in us, and thioug. And that's important because there are
thousands of people living around us, who havaatgiole in their heart, in their spirit, in thiie.
They are living in darkness. They don’t know thglbt; they are hopeless and helpless. And yet they
know no other way to live.
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We know the Way. We know the Way, and the Truta,ltthe, and his name is Jesus. We can share
the light of grace that flows from the very hedrGod. Now | want you to think a minute. How
many times have you seen someone who is hurtinbyaum stopped to help? How often have you
been hurting and someone reached out to you? Aanatliather, a friend, a stranger? It happens alll
the time. And here’s the thing. There are peopteeed and we are able to help, and as the disciples
of Jesus, the natural inclination is to help, @cteout in grace. We must help and we will help.

A few years back | wanted to show the love andgddcGod in a practical way. And since the price
of gas was then approaching $2.00 a gallon, oh wiwought that we could buy down the price of
gas. We would pay $.25 per gallon for the firsgaflons that anyone bought. But | couldn’t find a
local gas station that would work with me. | guttesy didn’t trust the church. And yet shortly after
that disappointment, a radio station in Miami did same thing to a larger extent, and it was naition
news. A short time later in a place called Turkel®y, it was done by a church and it became a
news item around the state. Or consider this. Yfoankthat every year on the day before school
starts we have blessed the backpacks and theaidsng them to prepare them for the coming year.
| have done that for a number of years. Well a tmopyears ago The Patriot News in Harrisburg
did an article on it, and it was nice. But then sdotal TV stations picked it up as a filler andyth
began talking about it. By the next afternoon, listening to some afternoon talk show when ABC
Radio Network news came on, and they began tabidoogit a church in Dauphin County that was
blessing kids and backpacks. Then local televisiaiions from Providence, Rhode Island, to
Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona, talked about whatittdy thurch was doing to prepare their kids for
the school year. Can you grasp the significan¢kaif? The news that someone is determined to live
out their faith, the news that someone is takirgs¢hteachings, taking the evangelism of Jesus
seriously, that someone is seriously trying to shiae love and grace of God is such an unusug thin
that they want to tell the world. And the world isio hear it. And the world wants to see it. it ca
be easy to show the world the love of God. It lbareasy to invite the world to come and see, to
come to see Jesus in us and in the world around us.

When the first disciples came to Jesus he simjty ¥8ome and see.” Now as we become the new
disciples we need to look to others, to encourdigers to come and see who we worship. Come and
see the One to whom we dedicate our lives. Comasaathe One who loves us, the One who gave
himself up for us that we might live in liberty apéace, that we might invite others to live in lige
and peace.

There are two things we need to remember this wekkerst we need to remember those who gave
the ultimate sacrifice for the principles of libean which this nation was founded. And second, and
more important, we need to remember the One, wkie ganself up that we might live, that we
might have peace, that we might be His disciplest,we might go to make disciples in all the world,
immersing this world into God the Father, Son apnliS Go forth in the liberty you have. Go forth

in the power and peace that has been given toGodiorth boldly. For Jesus will go with us in life,

in faith wherever we may go to reach out to othetsrever we go to build His kingdom. In your
life may you discover how true that. In your lif@aynt be so. Amen.



