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There | was, working on a sermon to give advicinéograduates of 2010 when | suddenly realizedvwieat
didn’t have all that many graduates, and a whdleflpeople who weren’t graduating. How many of yoe
not graduating this year? And yet, when people neimahe school of hard knocks, and | figure timainy of
us are enrolled there, that maybe there are somgstthat all of us need to know. And since | amdhly
one preaching here today, | thought | might hatl@ more to say about what we all need to knewa go
out into the world.

First of all, I hope we all know that the world ca@ and often is a pretty messed up place. My gépar
knew that and so we were determined to go out hadge the world, to recreate it in our own imaged £0
some extent we did, which is partly why the woddtill messed up, maybe even more so becausesadal
“fixed it.” But we were a little slow to recognizbat we weren't as good as we always thought we wer
Though we tried to convince ourselves that we weréect, we were not. And so the world we creatad w
not the utopia that we had planned. And as yowgoo the world, remember that you're not perfstter.
Some of us think that we know exactly how the wshduld be run. But we don’t have the power or @t
to make things happen as we want them to happéer. &f, God gave everyone free will, not just youne.
We may think that we are or should be the centénefiniverse, but the universe is not going toitsiat
way, for ever since the creation, all of humanig bbeen trying to correct the world that God cekated
declared very good, and the result has been prabiem

Case in point, consider that right now, studenéspaeparing for graduation, that is the completbtheir
course of study. But schools are preparing for cemsement, which is a beginning. Does that make any
sense? No wonder we have problems communicatmgah, shouldn’t the students be getting ready for a
new beginning while the schools prepare for the @nitheir association with a particular class. Nibe
schools ought to know better, even though the laggus pretty traditional, and | believe that tbleaols are
trying to emphasize to the students that thisngwa beginning rather than the culmination of legnilt
seems that too few students are aware of the mivginhheard from the late legendary basketbalticdahn
Wooden: “It's what you learn after you know it tidat is important.” So the students still longdoaiduation,

the end. They go off to the beach to celebrateimgeatmajor goal in life. | guess that’s importaBiat isn’t

that like beginning a job and asking if you camtstath a two week vacation. That doesn’'t work.t8telp

all our students who are learning their way throliigh here’s a couple things to remember that joigtht

help along the way.

1. The Reality Is Not as Bad as the PerceptioAs a nation we are focused on appearances, oagigms,
but as an adult, try to separate the reality fromimage. Think about how the press portrays thesne
Recently it seems that some Toyotas would speddrump apparent reason and then refuse to stop. INow
drive a Toyota and at times it goes very fasttbat's not Toyota’s fault, unless | happened tstopped by
the police. There have been 6200 such reportsyotdasince 2000. Now that sounds like a lot, anukt@
the press talk about it, every Toyota is aboutydadexplode with speed. But since 2000, over 2lani
Toyotas have been sold. So 6200 is less than 0.83&ayhen you consider other Toyotas on the raadtpr
2000, that percentage drops big time. 6200 isheohbrm but an aberration. The reality is not yeeslbad as
the perception.
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Now that’s important to know, particularly for ogpunger folks, because they have a tremendousecigz!|
on their hands. This generation has been raisgtiime when expressions of faith have decreasedialeat
force has increased. This is a generation thabéas taught through the actions of the world tfetd not all
that valuable. They are shown that through videoegaand various forms of entertainment. They haeab
shown that through abortion and euthanasia. Itnisatditude that if life becomes inconvenient or
uncomfortable, get rid of it. This is a generatibat has been told that they will have to cleanthg
environment that we wasted. They will have to paydur debts of Social Security, Medicare, and iothe
accumulated government debt, including the costgasfand freedom.

So what do we have here? A violent world wherei$ifeot important, where we have to work for desade
repay the debts of our parents and grandparents.diicourse, once all those bills are finally pavd| there

be anything left? Add to that the stress of everaasing technology that has the tendency to sgeadvorld

that is already going too fast and we have a refdpdisaster. We have generations that has besedra
without hope, without faith, without a future. Aradl that has led to anger, hatred, and despair that
occasionally is played out with gangs and drugs@mts. It is played out in the streets of our sitMhere
many teens have no qualms about killing or evengkilled because life just isn’t worth living. i no
wonder that graduates want to run away for Senemkyfor this chance to escape before they haedemn

the responsibilities of adult life.

Now we can spend a lot of time arguing about ti@e@mces and attitudes that have led us to thistpoi
time, but that’s not productive. The real questgmow that we are here, what are we going tobtw&it?
To answer that question, we need to remember heateiality is not as bad as the perception. | ktieaw
because the Lord who created this world is stitamtrol. In Him there is hope, and He has giverhes
scriptures to help us hold on to that hope. Gaodag and our reality in God is far better than ttha world
shows us. So our reality is much better than otcemion.

2. We Are Not Alone in Our Struggles.Genesis 28:15a The Lord said to Jacbbm with you and will
watch over you wherever you gdJr the words of Jesus from Matthew 28:2Qyill be with you always,
even to the end of the agé\hd again in John 14:18, will not leave you as orphans. | will come towy.” It

IS a consistent message that there is nothingatbdtave to deal with all by ourselves. Jesus s$aitiHle
would send a Guide, a Counselor, the Spirit ohttathelp lead us through the trials and tribuladiof life.
By looking to God'’s Spirit we can tap into the wosd of the ages, for God is wisdom. Some think tiney
have to go on a pilgrimage for wisdom. They seeddam in all sorts of ways, all sorts of places.\Bisdom
is available to us even now if we will only operr tiearts and spirits to the teachings of Jesus.

Many of us have been told to pray when we havergoitant decision to make, and yet almost as many
wonder how prayer is really going to help. It is lke we can get a text from God. So let us rementifiat3.

To Hear from God We Have to Listen with Our Spirit. Jesus saidGod is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24) We have to listen with our hearts.ewive have a choice to
make, when we have to decide on what to do, whieghte turn, first look at all the possibilities. dloat all

the choices. Then in prayer, ask the Lord to ire@egur desire for one, while all the others deszea
“Magnify Your way, O Lord.” Pray that prayer corntgstly. Pray that prayer often and soon the chwittée
clear. It will come from the wisdom of God.

Of course, don’t wait until you have to make theisi@n to begin to pray. Luke 18'Then Jesus told his
disciples ... that they should always pray andgie¢ up.” That says that. We Are to Have of an Attitude
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of Prayer. What does that mean, to have an attitude of ppaleat means that in all times, in all situations
we should think and act as though we are commungatith God, because in truth, we are. But bétke i
more intentional about it. These days people ik Bbout someone with “an attitude” in a hard,rgng
negative sense. That is the way of the world. Bwel begin and end our day by looking to the Lairehe
regularly go through our day engaged in an ongoonyersation with God, with Jesus, we will discoaer
different attitude, with a much different resulthéih we can be hopeful rather than hateful, withcpea
overpowering our problems.

Some might ask, “What right do we have to talk tmi&a God is powerful and perfect, while we are waaadk
sinful.” True. But we are justified through faitRomans 5:1*Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, wehave peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” We are justified, that is, God
treats us just as if we had never sinned. Becabast@ok our penalty by dying on the cross, we kiaow
the peace of standing in the presence of God, witfear, without worry. And not only have we been
justified, We are also accepted by God. Romans“Bedept one another, then, just as Christ accepytaa,

in order to bring praise to God.And since we are justified and accepted by God;amespeak with God any
time of any day. And if we are in an ongoing coation with God, we are open to hearing from Gaxhat
moment. As long as we maintain that attitude of@rawe can come close to God and discover thatane
have peace in our lives. No matter what the wdrtdws at us, we can be at peace because we can live
Christ. That doesn’t mean that we won't have argsstor trouble. But it does mean that when trocinees,
and it will come, we will be able to deal withAtlways give thanks for the grace that allows owarts to be
at peace even in the midst of a world of troulildoesn’t matter what we are facing, even deagif it we
can be at peace when we stand in the presencedpid@acan be at peace anywhere for the Lord willible

us everywhere.

But the world doesn’t know that. The world doegniist giving their heart and life over to this Bgithat
science can’t see. And the result of that relu@dras been an increase in hatred, fear, and d&hegple are
more interested in revenge than repentance; intenaing grudges rather than offering forgivenesgyiput
their trust in greed rather than grace; in moneyenisan mercy. Even in a world created out of Gtal/e,
they can find no hope. Fear fills the void. Andrfeevents us from coming together in fellowshgpaFkeeps
us isolated and alone, ready to strike out at amytthat might harm us; ready to become violemhatieast
provocation. And in fear, all the world looks otutdnat we have become. All the world wonders howcare
possibly make it through another day. And it's gcénd it's sad. But it is not the way our life htasbe!

In a land of darkness God said, “Let there be ligind it was so. In a land of fear God said, “tietre be
hope!” and it was so. In a land filled with distrasd anger God said, “Let love set these peoptd’fand it
was so. And it can be so, for you and for me.talhbe yours: the hope; the wisdom; the love pbace; it
can all be ours, not by following the way of therldoNot by trying to exult ourselves or gettingeev Hard
shell crabs imprison themselves in a bushel béEaatuse they are constantly pulling one anothendohey
are so focused on themselves that they can’t sesiers who are struggling in the same situalibay keep
pulling one another down so that all remain impresdh None can be free. And people do the same. tButg
God, the Spirit of Truth can lift us higher than @an ever imagine. God'’s Spirit will find ways éat us on a
path where hope and peace can abound.

But the choice is always ours. We can look at life,can look at each week as though it is a gramuat
where we just want to get through it, so we cantfaghind us and get away to relax. Or we can ktadach
week as though it is a commencement, a new begjnwitth all the hope, love, and peace that wasgmtes
when the earth was first created. The world waldegou one way, but the Lord will go another. Dgylhy,
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week by week, what is the direction you will go? graduation, the end, just trying to get it oved @one
with? Or will you go to commencement, with all thepe, joy, and excitement of a new beginning? Cae w
leads to a meaningless, monotonous, mundane esgst€he other takes us to the joy of new life. Bt
choice is yours. May you look to the wisdom thahes with the Spirit of truth. May you walk in tivay of
the Lord now and forever. Amen.



