“Lessons I'm Learning”
Matthew 28:16-20
June 13, 2010

As many of you know, | have been in training over past few months. It is a part of a conference
program called the Matthew 28 Initiative. It is bd®n the scripture that was read this morri@g,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, kapg them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obegrgthing that | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always to the very end of the agMatthew 28:19-20) We have entered this program
because so many churches have failed to make léiségp years. And when we do not make disciples,
the church dwindles and eventually dies. So fogecegations that have grown tired of the status quo,
we provide advice and prescriptions to try to Hgm move forward. But when | sought approval
from Staff Parish and Ministry Council for my inveiment in this training, one condition was that |
would share what | am learning. And that bringstmthis message.

The number one job of the church is to make dissipThere are many other good things that a
congregation can do, such as we are doing withvtir& camp to Red Bird, the Northeast Clothing
Bank, Helping Hands, and Habitat for Humanity. Theyvery good, very helpful ministries that give
us the opportunity to put our faith to work andrehidne love of God in practical ways. The mission
statement of the United Methodist Church is to “El&ksciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation
of the World.” Through these ministries we are Idpto transform the world, but that does not
alleviate us of the responsibility to make disciple

Many congregations, maybe even most of them phideselves on being a friendly church. By that,
some mean that they are friendly to every onethiggtalready know. But in truth, if we are not nmaki
disciples for Jesus Christ, friendliness doesnintdor much. A greater goal is not to be a frigndl
church, but a church where people can easily madeds. We first become a friend so it is easier to
introduce them to our friend Jesus. Through friéips/e have the opportunity to extend an invitation
that others might become disciples in the kingddi@ad. And we are called to make disciples.

Jesus saidGo into all the world.” And yet many congregations would rather stay\phiere we sing
“Standing on the promises of God”, often we domtid We would rather sit on the premises rather
than stand on the promises. Now consider that3nrale radius around this church, there are over
8,000 people who do not have a relationship witd.Gdink about that, within 3 miles, there are over
8,000 people who are on their way to Hell. Thesepfeare your neighbors. And some of them are
your family. Yet knowing that, and often we tryigmore it, but even though we know it, so many
congregations, so many Christians adopt the Bo Retpod of evangelism, “Leave them alone and
they will come home.” No they won't. FtiFaith comes by hearing the message, and the messag
heard through the Word of Christ(tRomans 10:17) If we do not take the Word of Ghtiee Good
News of God to them, they will never become theiglses who can come alive in Christ. And we are
called to make disciples.

So how do we go about the business of making des?pThat’s a good question, for in many ways
evangelism has a bad connotation for a lot of fdfkis not going to go knocking on doors. I'm not
going to be pushy or threatening. | just can'tliat £ OK. | can appreciate that. But it doesn’'tbay

be like that. Harry Denman was one of the greange#ists of the last 100 years. Every year at annua
conference an award is given in his honor. Anchieyway, he wasn't a pastor. He wasn’t ordained. He
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was just a caring Christian. Now | have heardwtan Harry came into town for an evangelism event,
one of first things he would do was to go to thestrpmpular bar. He’d walk in, introduce himself to
the bartender, and explain that this particularchwvould be having evangelistic services in the
coming days. And then he would ask the person &y for him and his mission. Inevitably, the
individual would say, “Me pray for you. You've gt be kidding. You ought to be praying for me.”
And Harry said, “OK.” And then and there, in theshpopular bar in the area, Harry Denman would
verbally pray for the bartender. Rather than pugkihrist into the life of another, he found waybéo
invited in. And we need to learn to do that as wedlcause we are commanded to make disciples for
Jesus Christ.

So how do we do that? Well, when | thought aboait, tirealized that God had been teaching me what
needs to be done through a series of encountdsitloften is with God, | didn’t fully realize &t the
time. There were things that | didn’t see, thatht understand until | looked back. And | do hdwe
offer a disclaimer, because these are things #ygtdned in my life. | have talked about them before
and perhaps you have already heard them. I'm sloatyyou have to listen to them again, but I think
that there is value in these stories.

It was a Tuesday. | was walking through the samgtumWindsor when the Lord called to me and |
said, “Yes Lord, here | am.” And the Lord said, f@®to me and worship.” And in faith | began to
walk up the aisle to the altar, and as | startethepsteps to the altar the Lord said, “Wait! Sigpt
there on the steps. There bow down and worship A&d’so | knelt on the steps and began to pray,
but as | began | immediately became uncomfortairleny body was wider than the steps and | began
to wobble back and forth, trying to keep my balace soon | was more focused on the steps than the
Lord. Then God spoke to me again saying, “Do yaursev difficult it is to almost come to God? Now
come to me, wholly and completely and bow down feefoe.”

And | quickly got up and went to that altar and leodown and lifted up praises to God and as the
words were still on my tongue | could feel the povike Spirit of God descending all around me,
filling me and lifting me and the Lord said, “Novse, O child of God, rise and go and tell the peppl
AThus says the Lord your God, for too long you halwsost come to me, you have come close enough
to look upon my altar but you have bowed down @ndieps, and it has been difficult for you and for
me. Kneel on the steps no longer. Now is the tionsoime to me wholly and completely. Now is the
time to bow down before me so | can touch you dadsiyou and fill you and make you truly a child
of God.”

If we are to make disciples for Jesus, we firsiehavwcome to Jesus wholly and completely. Towagd th
end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus sddny will say to me on that dgyhe Day of Judgment],
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, amglour name drive out demons and perform many
miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, ‘| nev&new you. Away from me, you evildoer@fatthew
7:22-23) Itis not a matter of just knowing whoues. We cannot almost come to Jesus. We cab't jus
come close enough to see Him. We have to comentowtholly and completely. It is a matter of
knowing Jesus, wholly and completely. It is onlyemtwe know Christ intimately, that we can be His
disciples. And it is only by being disciples that wan go forth to make disciples. And we are catled
make disciples.

Late on a Wednesday afternoon | decided to detiepies of Sunday’s service to the people who
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would be taking part in it. The roads had beenrel@af the snow that fell earlier in the week so |
figured the journey would be quick and easy. Gragplony jacket and copies of the services | hurriedly
journeyed off. | made two deliveries and then myadnivondered off in some different direction,
forcing me to miss the turn onto Snyder Road. Npddaal, | could take Messersmith, a mostly dirt
road that was now packed with snow and ice. Mystatted sliding to the right so | hit the brake and
turned to the left. But just as soon as | thougetrghing was all right, the car slid to the riginice
more and came to a stop. | tried to back up. ditikego forward, but the wheels just spun. | waslst
Here | am sitting in a car on a road in the midufl@o where, on a road no sane person would take,
which partly explained my presence, the engineiming, the car’s in gear, but we ain’t going
nowhere.

| got out of the car and walked around front tolsae badly | was stuck. Suddenly my leg disappeared
in the snow. That meant | wasn't just stuck onitleel was also stuck in a ditch. | didn’t even wnid

the right front tire was still on the ground. Maythere was something in the trunk that would be
helpful. So I turned the motor off and opened thak to discover nothing. There was a blanket there
but | didn’t think it would help so | looked for ather possibility. | thought, maybe if | start ttar,

put it reverse and get out and push it a littleight be enough to get it moving, to get a litthection.

I know it was a stupid thing to do but | was orolinere. So | started the car, put it in revevsent
around front and pushed the car and it workedshpd that car hard enough to close the door. The
wheels didn’t budge but the door closed. So | tinbuiipe heck with it. I'll turn off the car and dor
help. It was then that | remembered that specfatgéeature my car had. When you start it andtput

in gear, the doors lock, they automatically lockwN thought | was foolish before, getting stuck on
this back road. But now | am standing on the baekiy beside a locked, unoccupied car that has a ful
tank of gas, is running and in gear, but not g@ing where.

When Bishop Felton May heard this story, and liett®, you can’t keep an experience like this quiet,
he said it sounded like the church. We take soneagvturns, go down some wrong roads, make some
mistakes, do some foolish things and then we tgotoect things all by ourselves, without reaching
out or calling out to others. Now as we sit onglte of the road, not even close to the centeaiti f
where we need to be, we see that the church isiduniag, it's running, it's holding its normal seces

and meetings, but some feel locked out, and evemwie have every thing in gear, we're not getting
anyplace. In many places the pastor is outsiddyipgss hard as possible but without any success.
And further, that pastor is locked out from thel reantrols that might make a difference in the
direction of that congregation.

In many places, not only is the pastor locked ourhfthe controls, but so is God, and God is the One
who needs to be in control. In John 14:6, Jesuk ‘8am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through mie8us knows where we need to go. And we needdnp the
go9, for as | heard from a bishop just a week &got even God can steer a parked car.” We have to
get moving, and the road to heaven only goes, gustirough Jesus of Nazareth. We need to give
Him the controls to our life, to allow Him to ditteaur life. And we can only do that by denying our
will, that God’s will might come to life in us artirough us. But we have trouble giving up that
control.

Do you ever think about why we vote in church? Beseathe early church didn’t vote at all. They
would pray and pray and pray until they felt disztby God’s Spirit. The book “Acts of the Apostles”
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should be called the “Acts of the Holy Spirit” besa it is the Spirit that is in charge, not thesdies.

But today we’'re often not patient enough to waitthe Spirit. To save time, to be more efficieng, w
vote. But we don’t vote just to save time, for whemvote, we can maintain control of the agenda and
the actions. And God can be locked out. We canloalyue disciples if we allow God to be in control
of our lives and of our church. And it is only bsibg disciples that we can go forth to make disspl
We are called to make disciples, so we must all@a & control our lives.

| was sitting in the second of four nights of evaligjic services, and when | looked at the alteare
appeared before me a large block of ice. A cangbeared under the block and the ice began to melt,
but as soon as it started melting the water existgua the candle. Another candle appeared above the
block. It burned brightly but nothing seemed toepto the block. The ice remained cold and intact.
Then another candle appeared, and it was joinethny other candles and they moved to surround the
block of ice and slowly that block began to melhdAas it melted | began to see that this was more
than just a block of ice. Something was insideighife, a person, and then | saw not one but many
were trapped within that block. And as the visigsag@peared the Lord said “Go and do this.”

| was troubled by that vision. | don’t know why biutnade me feel very uneasy and very confused. So
after the service ended and everyone left the thukent to the altar to ask the Lord what it alant.

And the Lord said, “Go melt the ice. But melt tlee slowly. Try to do it quickly and as the thaw
begins, the ice melts and the flame is extinguisiieglto demand it from above but the flame never
reaches it and the ice remains. You must go arakbile it, get close and allow the warmth of the
flame to slowly melt the ice away.”

There was more to the vision, and the time may caimen | tell you the whole story, but for now,
understand this lesson that | am still learnindg afédund us there are people frozen in their haits
traditions, frozen in their wants and desires, éroim ignorance and arrogance apart from God. And
yet, in Hebrew 12:29 we are told tH&ur God is a consuming fire.'God is the fire that can melt
away the ice of traditions and desires, can me#tyagur ignorance and arrogance, and warm every
cold heart. But so many people see that fire anddway in fear, frightened that an angry God is
going to bring down judgment, big time. They canifigine a loving fire that can burn away all our
imperfections and sin. They cannot imagine thatleing a good thing. But we know better.

As the brothers and sisters of Jesus, as Disapl@hrist, that fire of God’s love burns within dshe
prophet Jeremiah cried otitis word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shupun my bones. | am weary
of holding it in; indeed, | cannot.(Jeremiah 20:9) We have that fire within us andwed to let it
out. We can't just demand that people come to €hesause they will just turn away in indifference.
Nor can we push people to Jesus for as we get thesewill simply throw cold water on our
invitations. We need to get close to them, to g&niow them and allow the fire of God’s love to tnel
the ice and warm their hearts. Then we can inigentto meet the One whose love burns within us.
Then we can begin to make disciples for Jesusyandre called to make disciples.

The Church of Jesus Christ, of which we are a gasent forth to make disciples for Jesus. Thes id
scares many, and others just don't know how tat gleine. But it really does not have to be thatgca
or that tough. First we come to God wholly and ctatgdy, not just looking on the cross, but bowing
down before Him, up close and personal. Then we gontrol of our lives over to God, over to the
Holy Spirit. If Jesus is our Lord, then we havealiow Jesus to call the shots. Third, we need to no
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only allow God'’s love to burn within us, we needdbthat love out into the world. Fourth, we gd ou
to get close to God’s people who are frozen apan God, to get close to them, to warm their hearts
and souls. We go to invite people to come andse®nhe whose love burns within us. By doing that,
we can strengthen the Church and God'’s kingdomcakdoegin to make disciples for Jesus. And we
are called to make disciples. So let us go forthl@gin to make it happen. And in your life, mayat

so. Amen.



