“GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU” - Part 1
Can You Hear Me Now?
Luke 8:4-15 July 11, 2010

Probably one of the most dangerous phrases inrtgksh language is “God told me to do it.” It coalido be
one of the most misunderstood, misused, and masealphrases. And it can be a most manipulatingsghr
When somebody says, “God told me”, how do you argtiethat? How do you argue with God? “God told me
to do it.” But then again, a lot of really stupieaisions have been blamed on God, and | don't tthakGod is
that stupid. But when someone says that “God todant, do you believe them? Sometimes | have trouble
believing them and yet I'm a guy who has had, goti wish, claims to have had conversations witld.Go
Sometimes | want to ask, “How do you know it wagi@énd what medications were you on at the time?”

But | do know that God speaks to people. Sureethrery be some counterfeit voices out there, bt ikalso

a very real voice of God. And God wants to speakItsorts of people. He wants to speak to youraadBut
how can we know that we are hearing from the are@od? How do we know when it's the devil talkity?
that late night pizza? How do we hear from God? &a beginning this series, inspired by Verizon agd
Rick Warren of Saddleback Church, “Can You HeaNd&/?” Actually | always hated those commercialg, bu
this is a chance to bring something good out afitifeo we're going to look at some ways to testrtbgsages
we hear. How do we know when a message is realtg f6od, and when it's not?

Let’s start with the basics. We can go out andtheyfinest radio around, but if we don't turn itaord tune it

in, we’re not going to hear anything. Does that migmt there is nothing out there to hear? Naldt jmeans
that we’re not turned on or tuned in. If we douftd in, it doesn’t matter how good the equipmentds will
hear nothing. We’ve got to be tuned in. In the sarag, God has already given us the capacity to Hear
We were made in His image. And because of thahave all the equipment we need to hear from God. Bu
we’'ve go to tune in.

Back in 1977 when | was just an infant, there wasoaie called “Smokey and the Bandit.” It starreartB
Reynolds, Jackie Gleason, Sally Fields, and otlBarsone really big star in the movie was a CBoadihat
was how we talked from car to car before cell plsoA@ad the CB'’s had a language all their own. “Thabig
10-4 good buddy. Put the hammer down, the pedh&tmetal, and I'll catch you the flip side. Loak dor the
County Mounty in the plain brown wrapper hidingle bushes.” But often a radio call would begirtwtite
words, “You got your ears on?” That meant, “Are yooed in?” Now in the 70's we thought that wagwa n
line. How foolish! 2000 years earlier, Jesus sh@&dame thing. In Luke 8:8 Jesus s&ys who has ears to
hear let him hear."That could be translated, “Do you have your eaf5You have all you need to be able to
hear me. Are you tuned in to what | am saying?”iWed to tune in to Jesus.

Jesus told a story about tuning in. We usuallyit#tle Parable of the Sower. One place it carobed is in
Luke 8.“A farmer went out to sow seed. As he was scatjdhie seed, some fell along the footpath and it was
trampled on and the birds of the air ate it. Soeledn rocky soil where the plants quickly grew withered
because they had no water. Some seed fell amomntyvaaa the weeds choked the life out of the énog still
other seed fell on good soil and it came up antdigata crop a hundred times more than was sowrenite

had said this He looked at the crowd and said, whe has ears to hear, let him hear!™

Now when a farmer starts planting, they don’t hpa a handful of seed. They toss out bunchescitied
broadcasting. And in the days of Jesus, the peutas to first sow the seed, and then plow that sde the
ground. So seed would be scattered all over theepkand it would land on a variety of soils. Diféert soils
will give different results. Now Jesus tells ushrs parable, that God is the farmer. And that seétis Word,
His message for us. The soil represents four @iffieattitudes that people have when God’s Worddamd
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them. This week and next we are going to look@sehsoils, because to hear from God, we haveiceipared
to hear. But that brings up a question, why do wetto hear from God? Three reasons.

1. It Proves That I'm in God's Family.

It is confirmation that we have a relationship wigsus, and that He wants to talk to us. | domtwkifi you
know this but Donald Trump, Bill Gates and | arallgegood friends. | write them all the time. Ifisst that
they don’t write back. Now if | write them and thgnore me, are we friends? No! Of course nothésame
light, if God is my friend, shouldn’t | expect ted&r from Him? That's what it means to have a miahip. We
cannot have a relationship without communicatibme never hear from God, we have reason to questio
whether we have a relationship with God. Or coulietithat God wants to communicate with us butneguast
not listening. Jesus said in John 10'®1§ sheep recognize My voice and they follow Me.”

Some people think that God only speaks to thedjesis children - Moses, Paul, the prophets. Areyttiink
that they're too insignificant for God to speakhem. But a good parent, and God is the best Pateasn’t
speak to only some of their kids. They speak tofdthem. And | also know that | am more likelytédk to my
kids when they are having some kind of strugglehtansame way, God has more to say to us whenave ar
struggling as opposed to when everything is juatpg keen. God wants to talk to us just like | wartalk to

my kids. And when | call my kids, | don’t say, “Hi@l | am the Reverend Chuck Sprenkle from St. Paul
Church, and | am also your father.” No. | say “ldrid they know who | am. It wasn't always that way.
babies | think that all voices sound like the teacim Charlie Brown cartoons, “Wah, wah, wah, wah.”
Recognizing my voice was a learned ability. Recoigigi the voice of God is a learned ability, toacdtmes
with spiritual growth, and spiritual growth is &liong project. We're going to be learning to grane God’s
voice the rest of our lives. And it does get easidée better we get to know Christ, the better wgitp to
recognize God's voice from amid all the others. Aadring from God proves that I'm in God's fanmiligat’s
one reason why | want to hear from God.

2. It Protects Me from Mistakes.

If we listen, God will warn us when we’re headetbitrouble. That's the promise in Proverbslgsten for
God's voice in everything you do and everywhereggotde's the one who will keep you on trackhat’s so
true. Once when living in Halifax | had to get toappointment in Harrisburg. That's easy if yowet8R2. But
with some regularity there would be accidents aaffi¢ tie-ups on 322. You can go another way,ibiakes
about half a day rather than half an hour. Trdféaded toward Harrisburg on 322 was stopped desautked
up for miles. Experience told me that it could takeirs to get to Harrisburg. But | heard the Lag t® me,
“It'll be alright. Get on 322.” | said, “God, yolérwrong on this one.” And | headed to Duncannotherother
side of the river. That was good for about a hatila. But then | discovered that half the free Malecided to
go through Duncannon, too. It seemed to take foré&ug a half an hour or so later, | finally got Boute 15
and started heading toward Harrisburg, bumper togau, moving at about 10 miles an hour. Just beyond
Duncannon, there’s a hill where you can look actbsgiver. And | looked and saw all the traffiodling at
about 65 miles an hour. And the Lord laughed anghad. Had | listened to God, | would have beetiroe. |
was not. If we hear and listen to the Lord, He withtect us from mistakes.

3. It Produces Personal Success.

Psalm 32:8I will guide you along the best pathway for yoifel | will advise you and watch over yourh
not talking about the world's definition of succesich is about selfishness. And | am not preaglan
prosperity gospel. God's definition of succes®@mua significance. True significance in life. And@®wants us
to be people of significance. He has a plan foheax every one of us. The more we listen to Hia,nhore
we can be in sync and on track with that plan. fEselt is that the more we listen to God, the naffective
we'll be.
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So these are some benefits to hearing from Godh8utdo we prepare to hear God's voice. Thereaane f
things, but we will only deal with the first onediamy.

1. Cultivate an Open Mind.

Be receptive. Be willing. Be open. Be eager. Balyedhe number one barrier to hearing God speak is
resistance. We don't believe that God will speakstdViany are even closed to the possibility thad Gight
speak to them. If we don't think God can or wikak to us, He won't. It is amazing how many petplek

that they're open-minded but they're not. Especialien it comes to God. The mind is closed on tigext.
They don't even believe in the possibility of Gaaych less God speaking. They've been brainwashed by
society and the mind is closed.

This is the hard soil Jesus talked about. On a,fdrene are rows between the plants. They have thdre so
you can walk down the row and harvest the veg@esr time, that path can get hard. Now if a seeddan
that path, it has virtually no chance to growalh't take root. And so it becomes a snack for iis¢ lbird that
shows up. Jesus explains that in versé€Ti2ose along the footpath are the ones who head then the devil
comes along and takes away the word from theirtreathat they cannot believe and be saved.”

Now think about those paths between the rows. @hepard and narrow. Do you know any minds, angtéiea
any people like that? A closed mind, a hard heart| a narrow view of life. They're closed to evka t
possibility of God in their life. I've spoken todal atheists like Stephen Frey and Steve Neubauortwhk

that they are so smart, so enlightened, and somp®&ed. Yet they cannot even consider the podsitilat
there is a God, much less that there is a God whesl them and want to speak with them. They have
challenged me to prove to them God exists. Bunitdeven try because there is nothing that | cealg that
they would accept. People like that don't even @eel a chance. “Our minds are made up. Our hegets a
hardened. We're unwilling to listen.”

What causes closed minds? Let me lift up a coupfmssibilities.First is Pride. When we are filled with
pride we don’t need anybody else, not even Goavi8apray. We can handle this. Pride causes mese chy
mind to God.

Then there’s Fear.A lot of people are afraid of what God might sayitem. They're afraid that God will tell
them the truth about what is going on in their, ldad they don’t want to hear it, especially whagytknow
that they are doing things that are wrong. Andchey tun from God, scared to death. Or what if Gslckd us
to do something we don't want to do? Somethingsthab hard? Something | don't like? So out of fdes
mind and the heart are shut down. What if | opemmimd to God and He turns me into a religious fex?aAll
of a sudden | have to wear polyester and big mairsay “Praise the Lord!” and “Out, foul spiritrmtotine!”
What if, all of a sudden, He makes me goofy or gbimg? | don't want to be goofy. What if God takesy
all my fun? Or my freedom? Fear can lead to a dosiid.

A third one is Bitterness.Bitterness and resentment will close our heardswainds to God. Now the reality is
that as we go through life we are going to get.h@ametimes intentionally and sometimes uninteiiy.
But pain is going to come. The difference comeshat we do with that pain. If we hold on to it, féscon it,
we will start looking around for someone to blared somewhere along the line we pin that blameaoh G
And if we blame God, if we are mad at God, we aregoing to be open to hearing from God. The mgd i
closed and the heart is hardened. Not even Godisadl be able to get through to us.

Some of you have been hurt very badly. You've begérayed, misled, abused physically, emotionadybally.
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Some have been rejected, hurt by a former giriftidoyfriend or spouse. Or maybe a Christian actecys

that were not very Christ-like. Those things pigein life. And there are a couple of things to dayst, I'm

sorry you hurt. And God is too. For when God seiscHildren struggling, He grieves because thaitswvhat

wants for us. He hates to see His children get But it's a free world where people make choibas are
wrong and foolish and people get hurt. But dormrhtiom God. Turn to God. I don't know why but s¢imes

when we get hurt we turn away from the One whohedp us. We withdraw into a shell. We harden oartse
and close our minds. Bitterness makes our hean gatd. So first, turn to God.

The second thing to remember is, never let someblsdys sin keep you from God. That's foolish. Dtat’
someone from the past continue to hurt you in thegnt. And they can't hurt us any more unlesshwese to
hold on to the pain. They've probably already ftteyoit but we're holding on to it. Let it go thaiu might be
able to move on and grow in life.

The tragedy of a closed mind and a hard hearatstth barren. Nothing can grow there. Nothingloarthere.
The seed of God’s gospel has no chance of takimtgn@ closed mind or a hardened heart, becaase thith
a hard heart and closed mind are not really livifigey are just existing. They cannot live becabagliving
seed cannot take root. And Jesus tells us thasdmaof life is for the birds, not for the childre

There’s good advice found in James'Get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives. imbly accept the
message God has planted in your hearts for ir@st enough to save your souHumbly accept. Be open to
the possibility that God wants to talk to you. Even takes a while, open your heart, your minagttyou
might hear what the Spirit is saying. That'’s thstfstep to hearing from God. We have more to yolhext
week. But for now, cultivate an open mind and aégreart that you might be reddyhear from God. And
in your life, may it be so. Amen



