“GOD WANTS TO TALK TO YOU” - Part 2
Can You Hear Me Now?
Luke 8:4-15 July 18, 2010

The Bible tells us how God has interacted and comeoated with humanity throughout history. Some khin
that conversation has stopped. No, it has not. Aotcbnly does God continue to speak, but God wiants
speak to you and me. We have been given the eqotpmeeneed to hear from God, but we need to bedtune
into God. The Parable of the Sower is about GaelFdrmer, trying to plant the seed of the gospelus.
That message lands on all sorts of ears. Last weailked about a closed mind and a hard heanr heart

is hard, God has no chance of communicating witlsast is important for us to cultivate an opemchiWe
talked about that last week. Now we are going & kat the other three soils, the other minds amadtbéto
which our Lord wants the good news to grow and meatso if we cultivate an open mind, the next step

2. Allocate Time to Listen.

That means we've got to slow down. We've got toeniaike to be quiet, to listen, that we might besdbl
hear God speak. It is not a matter of finding thneetbecause it won’t be found. For where the bBestier to
hearing God is resistance, the second is hurrgftea | hear Alabama singing, “I'm in a hurry td gengs
done; Oh I rush and rush until life's no fun; Atellly gotta do is live and die; But I'm in a huand don't
know why.” The problem is that when we keep humytinrough life, God gets shuffled to the sidelind'e

say, “Ok God, I'm here now. If You want to speakrie I've got three minutes.” God says, “I thinkpéss

on this one.” God wants more than our leftoversrdvthan our spare moments, for God wants to be the
center of our life. The way we prove that Christhie center of our life is to give Him our timewe are
important enough to be on God’s schedule, shoulde’be important enough to be on ours.

The hurried life is the second soil. Luke 8®ther seed fell on shallow soil with underlyingcta This seed
began to grow but it soon withered and died fokla€ moisture.”In Israel, much of the country is a thin
layer of topsoil covering a bedrock of limestonis.not very fertile, and yet by God’s grace ISsaelops are
sufficient to feed Europe. In America, we’ve goeddop soil in all sorts of different places. Nartalel. So
you plant something on this rocky soil and the sgduts, but the roots can’t grow, and so thetpldthers
and dies in no time at all.

In verse 13 Jesus tells us thilhe rocky soil represents those who hear the ngssath joy but like young
plants in such soil their roots don't go very deBpey believe for a while but they wilt when theviads of
testing blow.”Jesus says that this shallow soil representsafstigl mind. Sometimes we react superficially
to God's word. We get excited. We react emotionsg're moved impulsively. But we don't let Godsav
sink into the bedrock of our personality. So threne real change. It's just a surface, emotioaiti@n with

no depth.

Now over the years | have had people tell me hoammgful a service or a sermon has been. Yet Iiave
seen a whole lot of people change their life @slifle. Why is that? Like Jesus tells us, the Wordceived
with joy, but it didn’t have time to take root. Whgt? Well the Air Force did a study and discovehed we
forget 95% of everything we hear within 72 hoursv&g say that for husbands it is more like 72 mesuOr
72 seconds. But 72 hours? As a pastor that isardibly depressing. | work to get and distributese
pearls of wisdom that might be able to change Jigghe time knowing that by Wednesday it’s fdtga.
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That's why we have the note pages. Because if e samething down, we remember it a little bitden
So don't just toss these out. Put it on your refrégor door or bathroom mirror. At the lunch talplel] out
the note pages and ask one another, “What do you kday? What do we need to work on? What
difference is this going to make?” Review it s iitbt just in one ear and out the other on thetaéynch.

Again, from verse 13Like young plants in such soil their roots dontt gery deep.’'Some say that this soill
represents shallow, superficial people, and it inighome cases. More so, it represents a shalgeerficial
faith. I think that’s an important distinction bess there have been times, and there still arestivhen our
faith does not have the depth that one would wattimes come into our lives when it is hard tejxelo
what is right and what is righteous. But every churknow has had issues with fair-weather believEney
believe for a while but if a challenge comes, thegone. It is a superficial commitment. When peois
come, they leave.

How do we grow beyond superficiality? How can weealep spiritual roots and get spiritual depth im ou
life? Two very practical ways. One, schedule aydane with God. It can be as little as 10 or 1Hhutes but
we have to put it on our daily schedule. Set asaitee quiet time to read a little scripture and talksod.
And in that time, listen for God to speak to yorotigh His Word, or through your heart. There idbatier
way to develop those spiritual roots than to sgéend with God daily.

The second thing is to commit with a couple of offeople on a weekly basis. Everybody needs titabgo
growth and support group. It can be a Sunday Sdtads or Choir. It can be people from work who put
aside a little personal time to pray, to get towrame another while getting to know God. And oresom
why a group is helpful is because God can speak tbrough other people, things that we may nableeto
hear on our own. A small group is a great pladeaon and grow as we interact with one another. iknd
heeds the advice of Hebrews 10:d30n't give up the habit of meeting together. lragtdet us encourage
one another.”"We need to develop the habit of meeting together.

Some of you might be going through a tough timatrigpw. There’s a financial crisis or a healthisrs
you're going through difficulties in a relationshifhe temptation is to pull into a shell, to iselgburself.
But what is needed is a group that you can trustely on. A group for support and growth. A gralgt can
help you hear from God, for God does want to taljau. And God can and will bring you through whate
crisis is before you. But if we want to hear Gaalige, we have to cultivate an open mind, and ati®the
time to listen.

3. Eliminate the Distractions.

We can't hear God when our mind is crowded witlepthoughts; with worries, concerns, and anxieties.
When the mind is filled with our to do list, withWhat's next? What do | still have to do?”, then vea't
hear God. The mind is already filled to over flogit might be dreams or thoughts of doom, amb#ion
activities. If the mind is filled with televisiomadio, Internet, palm pilot, cell phone, thereos much noise

to be able to hear from God.

This is the third soil that Jesus calls weeds. L&iKe"Other seed fell in the weeds and the weeds greiv wi
it and strangled it.”Notice that the seed did take root. It startedprowst. But before it can bear fruit, the
weeds choke the life out of the plant. This is dieaxplained in verse 14The seed that fell among the
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weeds stands for those who hear but as they goedrvtay they are choked by life's worries and esland
pleasures and they don't mature.”

Notice the phrastas they go.” Are you always on the go? If so, this could be,yamume. Where the first
barrier to hearing God is resistance, and the skbomnry, the third barrier is busyness. We cansget
distracted and so busy that we don't have time#&o God. An old maxim says, “Beware of the barreané
a busy life.” Too often we confuse activity withopluctivity. They are not the same. If we just kegming
around in circles, we never get anywhere. Thene igrogress, and no fruit is being produced. Soyraag
stressed out, choked out because they are atdied greir rope. They're about to throw in the tblaecause
they are so active but not productive.

What are the weeds growing in our lives that chmkehe ability to hear God? There are three venyroon
ones. Firstis worry. We get so busy with the peaid and pressures of daily living that we forged Gbave
read that “worry” really means “pulled in differegitections.” Stretched to the limit and pulleddifferent
directions. | forget God because I'm too fillediwéinxiety. I'm too filled with worry that | don'ven think
about God any more.

Second is riches. We can be so busy making momaewtnforget God. There’s always more work to dio. A
times I've felt like the guy who was in the DunkDbnuts commercials. “Gotta make the donuts. Goétiee
the donuts. Gotta make the donuts.” Don’t knovinif §oing or coming. All I know is that | gotta makiee
donuts. And God gets lost in the commute. We gbusy making a living that we forget to make a lfed
we can't hear God.

First worry. Second is riches. Third is pleasuteaBure? What's wrong with pleasure? Nothing. Geated
it. God gave us five senses which give us thetgilbdiexperience pleasure. He created all the pteasn the
world. So there's nothing wrong with pleasure ekedpen we're so busy pursuing fun that we forged.Go
Then that joyous pleasure becomes just another.weed

Worry, riches, and pleasure are three weeds, btg tire bunches of others. In fact, anything tlesdow to
overshadow God in our life is a weed. A weed islaing that chokes God out of our schedule, outunf o
life. It could be a very good thing. But if we allat to choke God out of our life, something thegyents us
from hearing God, it's a weed.

Now think about this. How much effort does it takegrow weeds? None. Weeds are a sign of negtect. |
takes no effort at all. We put down mulch to trkeep weeds from growing, but still they pop thrioad)
over the place. Weeds just happen, but when thgyama they take away the nourishment from what &t w
to grow. Spiritually, whenever we neglect that ¢time with God, whenever we neglect meeting witiecs
who support and nurture us, weeds are going taupap our life. They may not be the three | liftga, but
some weed will be there, and it will take away atehl our opportunities to hear God.

This solil represents a preoccupied mind. A busydnfiometimes my computer slows down incrediblyland
complain, but often it's my fault because | am agkt to do too many things. Too many things clutie
ability to communicate. And our minds and heartskitbat way as well. In the Old Testament there avas
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time when the prophet Elijah desperately wanteldetar from God. He was tired, fearful, and depressed
hiding in a cave. There was a mighty wind makingaits of noise. Then an earthquake rattled thelevh
mountain around him. Finally a fire ripped down theuntainside. But God wasn't in those things. Neen

the Lord spoke to Elijah in a quiet, still voiceo@whispered to Elijah.

The problem with a whisper is that we have to betdao order to hear it. Noise blocks it from oarg And
here’s the thing, God is whispering to us all itheet but we don’t hear because we’re not quiet. Aitein
we don’t want to be quiet. If we were to sit heréatal silence for five minutes some of you wolnéhk out.
The quiet seems to last forever and we can’t takend yet it is in quietness that God says, “Héw!'talking
to you.” All week God whispers to us. He doesntisth He doesn't write it in the sky. He whispensdAave
to be quiet to hear.

To hear God, we must Cultivate an Open Mind, Altecae Time to Listen, and Eliminate the Distrag$io
And then

4. Cooperate with What He Says.

This is very, very important. God speaks to those wecide in advance to do whatever God tells them.
Those who say, “Here | am Lord. The answer is Yésat’s the question?” But too often we say, “Gedl, t
me what You want and I'll decide if it's a goodade not. I'll look at my other options and wiltu know
later what | think is best.” No. God's not goingiaste His time on that. We choose God’s way eeforb

we know what God’s way is.

That's the good soil. Verse Ibhe seed that fell in the good soil stands fors@avho hear the message and
retain it in a good and obedient heart and theysptruntil they bear fruit.’Notice marks of good soil: They
hear it. They retain it. They hold on to it. Theynember it. Then they obey it, and persist iniil timey bear
fruit. And fruit will in turn, bear fruit. In the iving Bible it says,; They listen to God's words and cling to
them and steadily spread them to others who alsn believed.” God expects us to pass on everything we
learn, that we might sow the seed of good news eviegiwe go, so others can hear, retain, obey, ersisp
until they bear fruit. The good soil is a willingmd. “Lord God, here | am. They answer is yes. Ndvat’s

the question?”

If you put yourself in this parable, where are yal barren soil of a closed mind and hard heasisting
God's call on your life? The superficial shallowl$bat hears the word but is in such a hurry tagahat’s
next that the seed of God’s Word never has theaehtmgrow deep roots? The preoccupied soil that is
overgrown with weeds of bills and budgets, eventbactivities; so busy working on good projects toa
never can hear from the good Lord? Or are you dymtive soil that hears, retains, obeys, and gersitil

you bear fruit, both in your life and in the livekthose around you. You can be, we can be that goi if

we have our ears on, if we find ways to hear frond GAnd it can happen.d8l wants it to happen. And in
your life, may it be so. Amen.



