“‘HOW GOD TALKS TO US” - Part 1
Can You Hear Me Now?

Job 33:14-28  July 25, 2010

We are talking about hearing God speak, for Godswanspeak to us. Our Lord has the words, thecadwei
get us through whatever crisis the world throwssatSome people find that surprising, but the Bibféled
with hundreds of stories of God communicating witliking to people. And if you think about it, ifod
didn't talk to people, we wouldn’t have a Bible.€l'Bible is the story of the interaction betweertydand
humanity. And a lot of times, in those conversatidaod told the people to write it down so we wdwdde
the advantage of hearing what God said.

God doesn’t always communicate in the same waythgut, why should He? He can use any way He wants,
and that’s important because we don’t always hearsame way. What works for one may not work for
another. With Moses, it was through a burning béghangel was sent to Abraham and Jacob. For a man
named Balaam, a donkey spoke to deliver God’s gesgend how many of you are saying, “Hey God’s
doing that right now.” Very funny.

What we already know is verified in Job 3God speaks in different ways but we don't alwaeognize His
voice.” God speaks to us in many different ways. He'simated to any single way. The problem is, oftes w
don't recognize God'’s voice. We don't realize ttiatGod talking through that person or fire or kieyy So we
have to work on our ability to perceive the message

Today we are going to start looking at ways that §meaks. We will look at three ways today andetimere
in two weeks. There are other ways, but thesersixremre common. And it begins with ...

1. God Speaks to Us Through the Bible.

It makes sense to start here. If we want to heat §p@ak, why not go to His Word. God sent us a text
message before we even knew what a text messagé adasit that his text message is a little lonipen
most, but it is a text message none the less. \&fe toetake a look at it to see what the Lord wamtsl| us.
Some people long for God to give them some sidretp make one of life’s major decisions. He did 9dat

a text that records what God has already saidigstinds of people. And God continues to speakdse lang

as we have the Bible open. When we close it, weGbd off. If we're never opening the Bible, if veehot
reading the book, God isn't talking to us very migdcause the number one way God speaks to usths i
Book.

2 Timothy 3:16'Everything in the Scriptures is God's word. Allibis useful for teaching and helping people
and for correcting them and showing them how ®.1\Do you hear what that says? The Bible can teach us
help us, correct us, and show us how to live. Bee#le Bible is God’s Word, it is all useful, aetiable and
100% practical. Some parts are hard to figure®oine sections we really have to study. But it'shadle to
help us. Even the parts that don’t make sense tBwen the parts that we don’t understand. Ontiegadon’t

like.

There is a group of Biblical scholars known astbgus Seminar. They are very knowledgeable andiyhigh
educated. I'm not sure that | could successfullyade any of them even though I think I'm not so lmachy
own right. But the thing with the Jesus Seminathet they have tried to determine which of the vgord
attributed to Jesus were really his, and which veglded by later writers. Now | have some concelitis w
their methodology that | won’t go into here. Bug thasic problem with the mind set is that you eitioceept it
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all, believe it all, or it is of no value. If weldia the stance that some is good and others ishest,we are
setting ourselves as the judge over God’s Worterdhan allowing God’s Word to judge us. If Gogssiis
Word is true and useful, we either accept it, ommake ourselves the judge over God. Not a good idea

How do we get a grasp on the Word of God? We tieatways, with each corresponding to the fingdra o
hand, beginning with weakest. We hear it, reagtugly it, memorize it, and meditate on it. Heaislike the
little finger and meditating is the thumb that weapr around the Word. Like a hand can grasp the ,book
through these fingers we can grasp the gospelofind we have a good hold, it is not easy for anyoteke

it away.

Why is it important to get a hold on the Word ofd@d®salm 119:10% our word is a lamp to guide me and a
light for my path.”The Bible is a lamp that can guide us and lightpthitlh we need to travel. It's not a high
intensity beam that will show us five, ten, tweydyars down the road. The Lord won’t show us theabse it
would probably scare us big time, and then we waaldempted to try to “help” God get things don&in
better way. Not a good plan. A better way is jostalk with God day by day, that our faith mighogy, that
we might move closer to God day by day.

The most common way God speaks to all of us isifinghe Bible. So we need to have a Bible. Whidie
One you can understand. Mostly | use the New latewnal Version and the New Revised Standard. But i
putting these messages together | will use a dozso different translations, simply because soitiepeak

to a situation better than others. So look for ghimg that you can read. And if you can’t afforBiale, talk

to me and we will make sure that you have God’sdWorour hand. Because that's how God speaksttteus
most. And then,

2. God Speaks Through Gifted Teachers.
Ephesians 4:11-1Zhrist gifted some to be apostles, prophets, rosaiies, pastors and teacheraffhy
does Jesus do thdtSo that His people would learn to serve and Hislyp@vould grow strong.”

So God has gifted teachers. How do | know who #re¢ | know it when someone is teaching, and sugltlen
feel like God is speaking directly to me, like eyaare else in the room disappears and they're fogulirectly
on me. It's like Roberta Flack singing “Killing Meoftly”: “He’s singing my life with his words.” Tt&
important for God is working in that moment, sayifiiye got something to say to you right now.” Taleility

to say something relevant and personal to an iddaliin the midst of a class or a crowd is the wair&od.
That is the spiritual gift of teaching.

Now there is another test we need to use when angdaaching, including me. It's found in Romag51 It
speaks to teachers and studet@sad in His kindness gave each of us differentsgiftyour gift is speaking
God's word make sure that what you say agreesthtliaith.”

If someone has the gift of teaching, their teachintp agree with the Bible. | don't care how coring
someone is, or what sort of emotional reaction ttayget out of you, if they are not agreeing withpture,
it's not the gift of teaching. I'm not talking abahe ability to play games with logic. I'm notkadg about
being able to give a good speech or tell a goog.sktm talking about God speaking to you throudeatv
somebody is saying. That's what it says in 1 Cararts 2:13We don't speak in words taught by human
wisdom. This is something different. We speak nisviaught by the Spirit as we explain spirituaiths to
those who have the Spirit.”
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Some people think that | don’t pray before | predihruth my prayers start long before | standBagt. you
don’t hear me pray because you’re not the one fayipg to. It is God who needs to be in charge efamnd

the messages | bring. Because if it is not Godlgpgahrough me, then there is no power in whaityl  is

all about God speaking through whoever is bringsugl’'s Word. As | have said before, | am amazed when
people claim that | am talking about their life.thee. It is all about the Lord using me and spegkimough

me, as He speaks through others.

So God speaks through His word, the Bible. He spéalough gifted teachers, and then,

3. God Speaks Through Godly Friends and Family

Particularly if they're believers, Of course we stimes have trouble believing or accepting thas.diasy to
ignore those who are closest to us. “That’s justmoyn/dad/brother/sister. You're just a friend. Godldn’t

be talking through you.” Don’t you realize that Gmats people around us who can deliver His mesdages
us? We are told that in Proverbs 12:Z6e godly give wise advice to their friends. Theked lead them
astray.” The thing is, we all have blind spots in our livBeme of us have bald spots but all of us havelblin
spots. We have things in our life that we're neyang to see that need to be corrected. God puisi@e
around us to tell us the truth. Everybody needsetmdy in their life who loves them enough to tedirn the
truth.

Do you have anybody like that in your life? Peopleo don't just tell you what you want to hear? gy
love you enough to speak the truth, even whenrishiihey love you enough to say, “You're makingg
mistake. You're full of pride. You're going the wgpdirection.” If we don't have somebody like thvat, are
setting ourselves up to make a lot of stupid, uasgary mistakes. Because none of us see it allcl€here
have been any number of mistakes | avoided beddigsened to my wife, or someone on staff, onested
friend. If you don't have anybody in your life wiowes you enough to do that, you need to get tl@mnwe
all need to have people who love us enough taugethe truth, even when it hurts.

Not only do we need those people in our life, wedh® be that kind of person as well. Are you #uat of
friend to anybody? Because if we're not able televith someone who's messing up their life, gding
wrong way, we’re not much of a friend. And | dotfitnk | can overemphasize this. I've talk beforeatb
meeting with others for encouragement and suppiit is one benefit of that, because we have people
around us who love us enough to tell us the tregpgecially when | am messing up my life.

If we don't read the Bible, if we don't listen todly teachers at church or Bible study, if we ddwte friends

we trust to tell us the truth, then we are missingawful lot of chances to hear God. Because Gadirgy
these methods all the time in an attempt to gettin to us. And if we are not hearing from Godntive start
relying on our own wisdom, which isn’t very wistldads to pride and God hates pride. Pride igibke sin.

The middle of pride is I. The middle of sin is Ihéh everything has to be built around I, then tkare room

for God. Pride, sinful pride makes us defensivewartdachable. “Who are you to tell me? First make that
you're sinless before you start casting stonesedit WWirong! A person doesn't have to be perfectdimpout
something in the life of another. We do not judge person, but we do judge actions and attituddsenN
we’re prideful we build walls to keep people faragwThen we can't hear God's voice speaking through
others.

Proverbs 12:15Stupid people always think they are righPut that on your refrigerator door! Put it on your
husband's mirror! And on your mirrdiStupid people always think they are right. Wiseple listen to
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advice.” Now this is a pretty tough verse because everilunks that they are right. | mean, if they thought
they were wrong, they would start thinking andragin another. The difference comes in our williegato
listen to others. God wants to use us to help ettperw. And God will speak through us. But it takesrage.
And God wants to speak to us through others. Aatitkkes humility. We need to be willing to listen.

Right now, many of you know someone who is head®undthe wrong path in life. Maybe a friend, a co-
worker, or someone in the family. You can see tlaar as day, but they can’t or won’t. They'redived in

an affair, or they're getting addicted to someth@igthey're walking away from Jesus. They'refusssing up
their life. You've seen it, but have said nothifg/ho am | to say something?” You're someone wheekv
them enough to tell them the truth. Don’t use tbeardly excuse of “It's none of my business.” ltowr
business because we care about them, about whaapehing in their life. Allow God to use you to age¢o
others, not in anger or in any judgmental way,dmutrageously, in the love and care of God.

Of course, in the same way, God will speak throatiters to us. And at times it hurts. So we need to
remember Proverbs 27:¥/ounds from a friend are better than many kissasmfan enemy. In the end people
appreciate frankness more than flatteryWe don’t suck up to people so they will love us. M/e love them
enough to say, “You've got spinach in your teeWli€ love them enough to say, “That’s not right!”

We live in a time and place where many, maybe aewest believe that they can do anything they want,
anything that might make them happy. We are very$ed on demanding our rights. But in truth, aysyide

is not based on demanding rights but in doing whaght and what is righteous. A life of signifit@e does
not come by focusing on ourselves, our wants asitete It is about focusing on God and what Godtsvdn

is only by focusing on God that we can live in gmd peace regardless of what the world is doingrattais,

or trying to force on us. A life of power and sifiiceince is based on God and God alone. That mbahg/e
have to learn to hear God. We hear God speak thringgBible, through gifted, godly teachers, anduigh

the people around us, particularly if they arengvin God. God wants to speak to you. Do you have gars
on? May you hear what the Spirit is saying. Angonr life, may it be so. Amen.



